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Grandstand Concert Series sponsored by S lee p IZ number. 


STEVIE NICKS x USHER Ж PENTATONIX 
PHANTOGRAM > JOHN MELLENCAMP x CARLENE CARTER 
SAM HUNT > LANCO yx FRANKIE VALLI & THE FOUR SEASONS 
JIM GAFFIGAN > NICKELBACK x TOBY KEITH Xx DAUGHTRY 
3 DOORS DOWN > THE MINNESOTA SHOW wiz GARRISON KEILLOR 
THE MSF AMATEUR TALENT CONTEST FINALS 


Get Tickets! Visit etix.com or call 800-514-3849 
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Captain Morgan 


701 N. WASHINGTON AVE, STE, 107 
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JOIN ATHLETES AND OTHER SPORTS FANS IN THE 

COMMUNITY WHILE YOU ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY 

APPETIZERS, DRINK SPECIALS AND A CHANCE Т0 
WIN GREAT PRIZES! 


For over 40 years, Commonwealth Properties has created places to house extraordinary—and simple— 
moments. Our places have witnessed a million conversations, reconnections, revelries, and renewals. 


We didn't build these spaces. We are devoted stewards of their legacies, ensuring that these places 
are around to hold your story and the stories of those who come after you. 


Congratulations, Alison and Sarah, we are truly honored to be part of your story. 


2017 Volvo XC60 = 
T5 AWD Dynamic SUV | 
Lease Special 


FAT OQ imonth with $0 Down! 


36 months -10,000 miles per year / First payment, sales tax, title & license are due at delivery 
MSRP $48,595 / On Approved Credit with Volvo Finance / Ends 6/30/2017 


Here at Borton Volvo we PRIDE Илес 
| 177 7 К па YOR 
— = THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS 


2 HAPPY PRIDE! 


Borton Volvo at BortonVolvo.com PRIDE 


612-821-2700 / 394 & Louisiana Avenue Golden Valley Minnesota TWIN EINES 


George Sawyer jewelry is made in Minnesota with the finest materials from around the world 


SCHEHERAZADE JEWELERS 


Galleria e 69th & France e Edina 
sjewelers.com e 952-926-2455 


"How Things Go Together Beautifully" 
A look inside the George Sawyer studio 

by Shelly Mosman & Furthermore Productions 
Activate this OR code or visit - 
youtube.com/c/GeorgeSawyerDesignMinneapolis 


TAKING РЕШЕ IN YOU 
FOR OVER 25 YEARS. 


We believe you should feel as comfortable with your home buying experience as you would, well, in your own 
home. We will help you unpack the stress and find financing or re-financing that works for you. Apply online at 


gleasonaustingroup.com 


PAT GLEASON 
MORTGAGE BANKER 


952.847.9834 :: pat.gleason@alerus.com 
NMLS #459439 


BOB AUSTIN 
MORTGAGE BANKER 


952.417.8456 :: bob.austin@alerus.com 
NMLS #400546 


ALERUS 


BANKING :: MORTGAGE 


RETIREMENT 


WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


ALERUS.COM 
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E MINNEAPOLIS 


Tom Hoch has dedicated his whole 
life to making our diverse community 
a great place to live and work. 


As Deputy Director of Public 
Housing, Tom helped to mitigate 
discriminatory housing practices in 
North Minneapolis and as the 
founder of Hennepin Theater Trust 
he led the restoration of our historic 
downtown theater district. 


As Mayor, Tom will continue to work 
diligently to make Minneapolis a 
thriving city we can all take pride in. 


MPLS ¢ MAYOR 


Prepared and Paid for by the Tom Hoch for Minneapolis Committee, 
P.O. Box 80847, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55408. 
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Call today for your 
free estimate 


Proud to serve our local LGBTQ+ community 


550 OFF $200 OFF 


' YourNext  ' | New Air | 
| Air Conditioning : | Conditioning | 
| Service EM Install | 
| OWENS nd OWENS : 
| Take comfort | | Take comfort | 


Offers may not be combined. Only one coupon per household. 


PRIDE 


IN EVERY SHADE 


е OUR BIRTHDAY. 
YOUR PARTY. 


@MALLOFAMERICA ЁЗ ои э ПИ E wines 


40, DOWNTOWN 0065 


DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS’ 
BEST DOG DAYCARE 
6 BOARDING! 
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WE'RE LOCATED AT Y 5 Tu 
821 2ND AVE N 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55405 
:* 9.90 
9:2 Be Bf фес 92 OPEN UNTIL 
52-9: m E е 
EVERY NIGHT ag 
GROOMING SERVICES! 


WWW. ОТОС. СОМ 


FACEBOOK.COM/DOWNTOWN-DOGS-DOG-DAYCARE-AND-BOARDING 
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5300 LYNDALE AVE. SOUTH MPLS 
SOUTHLYNDALE.COM | 612.827.5811 
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2017 ALFA ROMEO GIULIA 


Insatiable, predatory and possessive, this is sex as a second language. 
- why Italian is the sexiest language, as described by CNN: 
La meccanica delle emozioni 


Be Alfa. Drive Italian 


1820 QUENTIN AVE, ST.LOUIS PARK 952-367-4400 WWW.ALFAROMEOUSAOFSTLOUISPARK.COM 


*Based on manufacturer's testing. Actual results may vary. 
©2016 FCA US LLC. All Rights Reserved. ALFA ROMEO is a registered trademark of FCA Group Marketing S.p.A., used with permission. 


When you've found your опе & only 
and you're ready to tell the world, 


we're here for you. 


We can help make your rings as special & unique as the love you share. 
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BURNSVILLE | MAPLEWOOD | BLOOMINGTON | ST. LOUIS PARK 
EDEN PRAIRIE | MAPLE GROVE | WOODBURY | ST. CLOUD 


NOW OPEN IN ROSEVILLE 


www.weddingdaydiamonds.com 


—> 


SS 


Loss и. mM 22 3 


EXPERIENCE THE ENTIRE NORTH SHORE 
DO SHORE.COM ODYSSEY 


> LARSMONT “аА = Grand Superior doh 


Bb BEACON POINTE Lodge SSS ORBOUHICHANDS 


کے 


ук Y 


2 E то 
LAKE 
| у" AS М 


ANNIVERSARY 
ت‎ 


BSS چ‎ n 


B $ Є 
| 


{ 'Multiple studies at the | 


„U of MN are looking "ih 
HIV+ adult volunteers. ^—. * 


e ”-‏ ج 
X‏ := € 
" 
~ 

~ 


Call to see if you qualify. 
Take pride in helping to drive 
research towards a cure. 


You are compensated for your time and travel. 


ZA 612-626-8680 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA tpresley@umn.edu 


Driven to Discover™ 


"Рап Bartell *Pamela Petersen 


(612) 333-5554 - (651) 439-0442 
4649 Bloomington Ave. S а 1330 Frontage Rd. West 
dbartell@amfam.com ppeters!@amfam.com 


Competitive pricing 
б Personal attention Discounts for multiple policies 3 
Insure carefully, dream fearlessly. Speedy claims processing Nearly 90 years of experience AMERICAN STAR 


AMERICAN FAMILY We're in your neighborhood 
INSURANCE | 


{-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326) HOME | AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM&RANCH AMFAMcOM 22 


*This agency has been certified for providing Excellence in Customer Experience as part of the American Star Certified Agency Program. American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
American Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company. 6000 American Parkway, Madison, М 53783 010998 603719 1/17 ©2016 
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OUR LAVENDER OUR HOMES VOICES 
From the Editor Summer Home Trends Skirting the Issues 
On the Cover Ride Review: MINI Countryman 
A Word in Edgewise Pride 2017: It's What We Drive 
Lavender Lens 
Lavender Lens OUR RESOURCES 
Lavender Lens The Network 
Lavender Lens Classifieds 
Lavender Lens Community Connection 
Lavender Lens 


OUR PRIDE 
Equality March for Pride and Unity 
Twin Cities Pride is Listening 
Pride Arts Events 
Leather Life: More Pride, Less Fear 


SCENE 

Saloon Reaches Its 40th Birthday 
19 Bar Celebrates Triple Anniversary 
Eat the Menu: Mercy 
A Day in the Life: John Sugimura 
Toddy Goes to Hollywood 
ASAPtown 
Arts Spotlight 
Struggling Sirens 
Follow The Bouncing Ball: NAGVA 

Fashion: Denim Distilled 


LIVES 
Rainbow of Sexes 
Pride Season: Alcohol Poisoning 
Chemsex Fueling Sexual Compulsivity 
BRO: Taking Knowledge to the Community 
Bisexual Organizing Project 
The They/Them Project 
Love Is About Everyone 
Grinding to a Vault: Wedding Story 
Buy With Your Eyes 
Heroes Give Animals a Second Chance 
Vaporizing Stonewall 
Where There's Smoke 
We Survived the First Six Months! 


OUR AFFAIRS 
MoSAIC: Helping Entrepreneurs \ 
ВооК5 i “ Сэ = === 
ER—— — =, 
Online Magazine Prizes LavenderMagazine.com 


The 2017 Pride Issue brings colors and smiles to this Pride 
season, featuring Mike Marcotte and the artwork of Brent 
Dundore Photography. 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, iPad, iPhone, or 
DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 
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Get the straig ht smile you've 
always wanted from the 


in Downtown Minneapolis 


veilorthodontics 
952-903-9484 
veilorthodontics.com 
* Convenient Skyway Location 
e Early morning and lunch hour 
appointments available 


The 
3 invisalign’ 

Orthodontic Specialists | 
Proud PFLAG Member 
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HABITATION 


FURNISHING + DESIGN 


CREATING BEAUTIFUL HOMES 
FOR BEAUTIFUL FAMILIES. 


952.426.3548 | HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 
4317 EXCELSIOR BLVD | ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 
VISIT OUR RETAIL STORE: M, W, Th, F & Sat 10am-7pm. Sun 12-5pm. Closed on Tuesdays 


SROS R | 


EXCLUSIVELY AT 


„ ARTHURS 


—xEWELERS— 


1717 LEXINGTON AVE N, ROSEVILLE MN 
WWW.ARTHURSJEWELERS.COM 
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What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji, сер“, chrce, cast", ADPA™, САР? 


Senior Financial Planner, Special Needs Financial Planner 
Financial Services Representative 


2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 
301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 


rmoltaji@financialguide.com Charter point (56) 


Wealth ШІ 
са! Коуа today at A member of the MassMutual Financial Group 


952-769-2126 
WWW.ROYAMOLTAJI.COM 


ROCHE MID EST 2017 
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THURSDAY 7/20 
4r i Pride Kick-off visit Website for Location 


FRIDAY 7/21 
6” Youth Prom at Rochester Library 
gem The Rochester Girls Inc. Presents: 


Dragagonza at Rochester 


International Event Center 
Save $2 with а Pridefest Button 


SATURDAY 7/22 


10%7-5>” 20th Annual Pridefest at 
Soldiers Field Park 


697-109" Pride Block Party with Live Music 


SUNDAY 7/23 


Lon Community Church Service at 
Soldiers Field Park 


Pride Closing Ceremony with 
Games, Food & Various Local Artists 


REFLECTIONS OF THE PAST 
VISIONS OF THE FUTURE 


Visit www.glcsmn.org/Pridefest 


] 1 am. 5pm 
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Editorial 

Managing Editor Andy Lien 612-436-4671 
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Contributors Patrick Boland, Kathleen Bradbury, Ellen Krug, 
Steve Lenius, Shane Lueck, John Mark, Jennifer Parello, Randy 
Stern, John Townsend, Bradley Traynor, Carla Waldemar 


Advertising 
Sales & Advertising Director Barry Leavitt 612-436-4690 
Senior Account Executive Suzanne Farrell 612-436-4699 
Account Executives Robert Felton 612-436-4697, Richard 
Kranz 612-436-4675, Jory Miller 612-436-4695 
Advertising Associate George Holdgrafer 
Sales & Advertising Traffic Coordinator 
Linda Raines 612-436-4660 
Sales Lead Specialist Michelle Ulmer 612-436-4693 
Classifieds Suzanne Farrell 612-436-4699 
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Motivate Media 858-272-9023 

Rivendell Media 212-242-6863 


Creative 

Creative Director Hubert Bonnet 612-436-4678 
Graphic Designer Mike Hnida 612-436-4679 
Photographer Sophia Hantzes 
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Lavender Magazine, Letters to the Editor, 7701 York Ave S, Suite 225, 
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Entire contents copyright 2017. All rights reserved. Publication of the name 
or photograph of any person, organization, or business in this magazine does 
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Pickup at one of our distribution sites is limited to one copy per person. 


BigGayNews.com 


Printer of Lavender 


920-484-3348 


New — Used 


mm Restaurant 
Equipment 
Company 


Buy – Sell – Trade 


Over 250,000 Square 
Feet of Inventory 


We specialize in Restaurants 
/ Bars / Bakeries 


3804 Brickton Road, 
Princeton, MN 55371 
(763) 389-4345 
(612) 339-0352 
(888) 765-3552 
a-zrestaurantequipment.com 


Private Mortgage Banking 


Miguel A. Mendoza Jennifer Bush, REALTOR®, MBA 


ME 612-667-3000 Keller Williams Realty 
miguel.a.mendoza@wellsfargo.com | 612-655-5521 — Ley л/ксіннул елт 
NMLSR ID 634362 jbush@kw.om NEES 


Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, М.А. 
©2015 Wells Fargo Bank, М.А. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801. AS3413779 Expires 05/2018 LENDER 
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To deliver the most advanced 
LASIK technology and the best 
personal care available anywhere. 


- Мая 21га, М0, 


фу, that бео 
"ss 


ANEW STANDARD IN ÆA Contoura.Vision 
LASIK OUTCOMES Se TOPOGRAPHY-GUIDED LASIK 


At North Suburban Eye Specialists, we 


believe in LASIK done right. That means CONTOURA’ PATIENTS 
providing you with the best surgeons, the EXPERIENCED THE 
finest patient care and the world’s most FOLLOWING RESULTS 
advanced technology. AT 12 MONTHS 

| ti d efforts to bri ly th Id 

n our continued efforts to bring you only the 92.696 yc MN 


best technology, we proudly offer Alcon's 
Contoura" Vision, a highly customized LASIK 

treatment based on the unique corneal 64.896 Sone a batter 
topography of each eye. This breakthrough 

technology represents the biggest LASIK 0/ couldsee 
advancement in the last 10 years. Call today 54.4 % 20/12.5 or better 
to schedule your free evaluation. 


«c North Suburban 763.421.EYES 


Eye Specialists NorthSuburbanLasik.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 21 


Pride 2011 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


о Gu, Andy, сё ven 


Happy Pride! 


Welcome to Lavenders biggest issue of the year! We've got pages 
of people, organizations, articles, celebrations, advertisers, and well- 
wishers for you...all for the low price of free. Free for the pickup, free for 
the download, and free for archival online. We are so thrilled to provide 
this magazine to the community, whether folks are in the closet or have 
been living out and proud longer than Pride's been celebrated in the 
'Twin Cities. We hope you find yourself somewhere in the pages of our 
issues. That something piques your interest. That you learn something 
you didn't know. That you encounter a person who's new to you. That 
you find community in our pages and on our website. It's why we're here. 

We're also here to make sure you know who supports you in the com- 
munity — our advertisers are more than just the companies that allow us 
to give this magazine to you for free, they're letting you know that they 
support you and want your business too. So, when you see a magazine 
of this size with this number of companies choosing to advertise in it, 
please know that it's a pretty impressive show of support for us as a 
magazine and us as a community. And that feels good. 

'This issue is all of our usual sections combined in one place. It's what 
we usually split up across the editorial calendar throughout the year. 


A 100% GLBT-owned eye clinic with a doctor 


you can trust for ALL your eye care needs: 
* Unique, trendy glasses 
* Eye emergencies 


* Eye diseases such as glaucoma and macular degeneration 


* Annual eye examinations 
* Contact lens fittings 
* Experts in eye health and nutrition 


-869-1333 • ss е 
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Dr. David Bane 


You'll find bars, arts, food, travel, sports, columns, fashion, dating, wed- 
dings, health, senior living, pets, children and family, community, inter- 
national affairs, homes, and vehicles, as well as special coverage of Twin 
Cities Pride. Also look for additional coverage of Pride in our next issue, 
the Pride Weekend Issue. 

I want to thank all of the people who answer “уез” when I contact 
them for collaboration or inclusion in our issues, especially the Pride Is- 
sue. Itis such a feel-good project, and the people make all of it so worth- 
while. From our team at Lavender Media to the photographers and writ- 
ers and producers and subjects and advertisers, this is something that is 
built by this community, for this community. 

Ihope you feel it. I hope you know that though Pride would still hap- 
pen without this Pride Issue, we hope this helps you feel pride about 
the community you live in and choose to engage with. We are nothing 
without this community, and that's the truth. 

Be healthy, be happy, enjoy Pride...and enjoy this Pride Issue. ГЇЇ see 
you out there. 

With love and thanks, 

Andym 


The Doctor is 
in and OUT! 


Standing together 
to end bullying. 


GLSEN 
Eliza Byard, Executive Director 
Jared Fox, Former Chapter Leader 


| 


Standing together makes a difference in the LGBT community. That's why we're committed to 
supporting national and local organizations — contributing over $50 million in the past ЗО years. 
Standing proudly with our LGBT friends and allies is another way we're Building better every day. 


Visit wellsfargo.com/standingtogether to watch our video series highlighting the positive 
impact that GLSEN and other organizations are making in the LGBT community. 


SIANDING 
YEARS STRONG | 
© 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, М.А. All rights reserved. (4416402, 20683) TOG ETHER 
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EVERYONE DESERVES A HAPPY, HEALTHY HOME. 


THIS 15 THE FUSION OF BEAUTY, HEALTH, EFFICIENCY, 
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CALL US TODAY ABOUT REMODELING YOUR HOME. 


DESIGN + BUILD 


612.789.7070 | OABUILDS.COM 


At Kline Volvo Cars of 
Maplewood we are 
all about the love. 


And safety... 


But mostly about 
the love! 


Volvo XC90, IIHS Top Safety Pick 2016 


Introducing the 
2018 XC60, ап 
all-new Volvo you 
can fall in love with. 


ја 4 Reserve yours today. 


o KLINE VOLVO CARS MAPLEWOOD MN 851 09 
ОР MAPLEWOOD 


www.klinevolvocom.com 


We are closer than you think! 651.481.9600 


Pride 2011 
Эа 


Over the past few years, we've had entertainers 
ang: personalities on the cover, both familiar and 
Drity faces. This cover is featuring a local com- 
пау member, a writer and producer, someóne 
Who's often behind the scenes: but is now emerg- 
ing a bit more. He's written a number of pieces for 
us and has been writing online for various outlets 
for years. He's been known as a “Local Guy About 
Town,” but now is asking*folks to “Give Me The 
Mike." His name is Mike Marcotte and he's just 
one of the neatest guys around. 

Currently a producer for Twin Cities Live at 
KSTP-TV, plenty of people know Mike's friendly 
face and open demeanor, whether they see him 
in person or on television. He's a social net- 
working master. He volunteers for 
various nonprofits and causes, 
and currently serves on 
the board of direc- 
tors of the Min- 
nesota Boy- 
choir. 
He's 


a millennial who's extremely engaged and inter 
ested. Born and raised in the metro агеа Mike 
represents Minnesota well as he travels tO vari- 
ous places, writing pieces on other areas worth 
visiting. He's an ambassadortf'sorts, both for our 
state and for our community. Whether he’s here or 
there, you want to follow him and hear what he's 
got to say. Read about his recent trip to Provinc- 
etown on page 78, and find more of Mike's work at 
www.givemethemike.com. 

Fd also like to highlight that this cover is an 
artistic vision of Brent Dundore, who's a photog- 
rapher from and of this community. Through his 
company, Brent Dundore Photography, he took an 
idea for featuring Mike and his city in a young, vi- 
brant, and Pride-fübway and ran with it. As an artist 
who gives of himself to present the entire rainbow 
of this community with projects like the “Marry Us 
Campaign," “Why I Ride" for the Red Ribbon Ride, 
and the "They/Them Project" on page 124, I am 
thrilled that we got to collaborate with him on this 
Pride Issue cover. 

Thank you, Mike and Brent. Keep it up. 
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ATIP FROM A 


FORMER 
SMOKER 


Brian had his HIV under control 
with medication. But smoking with 
HIV caused him to have serious 
health problems, including a 
stroke, a blood clot in his lungs 
and surgery on an artery in his 
neck. Smoking makes living with 


HIV much worse. You can quit. 


CALL 1-800-QUIT-NOW. 


U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services 
Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 
CDC.gov/tips 


#CDCTips 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


o 24 EB. Boatwer 


Nevertheless... 


“Nevertheless, she persisted,” has become a mantra urging women 
to stand against discrimination or bullying. Nevertheless, is also a pow- 
erful shield for any individual or group facing long odds, from society, ill 
health, or other adversary. 

Author Laura Hillenbrand celebrated “nevertheless” in her best- 
selling novels Seabiscuit: An American Legend and Unbroken: A World 
War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption. While the books 
themselves were uplifting, readers may not realize that Hillenbrand 
herself had followed personal “nevertheless” to write at all. While at 
college, she contracted chronic fatigue syndrome that forced her to 
withdraw before graduation. Confined to her house for decades, her 
research was accomplished through old newspaper clips, her writing 
was a painful line-by-line process on days she was able to work at all. 
Still. She persisted. 

Over the past years, during our lifetimes, GLBT individuals have 
come to have the same rights open to other Americans. Recently there 
has been an upsurge against equal treatment, and it is well to remem- 
ber that in whatever quarter, change has never proceeded in a straight, 
untroubled line. There have been, and will be, setbacks and challenges, 


discrimination, and hateful speech and actions. Whatever word one 
chooses, pick your “nevertheless” and keep going forward. 

Starting with Unitarian minister Theodore Parker in an 1853 sermon 
titled, “Of Justice and the Conscience,” and reworked in our time by Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. with his words, “The arc of the moral universe 
is long, but it bends toward justice,” have moved many and helped to 
strengthen wills in times of doubt and distress. 

Foreshadowing the Civil War, Parker’s original words were, “I do not 
pretend to understand the moral universe, the arc is a long one, my eye 
reaches but little ways. I cannot calculate the curve and complete the 
figure by the experience of sight; I can divine it by conscience. But from 
what I see, I am sure it bends toward justice.” 

And perhaps, I hope, it shall. As to what we motes can do, we can keep 
on celebrating life; opening our hearts to love, our minds to learning, and 
our energies to peacefully and normally going about our business, being 
seen by others as citizens living the everyday life. A life can also involve 
parades, balloons, rainbow beads, and gatherings to celebrate how far 
we've moved along the Reverends Parker and King's arc. 

Wishing all a happy Pride! m 


HAPPY PRIDE 
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What is TRUVADA for PrEP? 


TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription 
medicine that is used together with safer sex practices to help reduce 
the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative 
adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help determine your risk 
of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about your 
sexual health. 

Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to 
prevent getting HIV. Always practice safer sex and use condoms 

to lower the chance of sexual contact with body fluids. Never reuse 

or share needles or other items that have body fluids on them. 


IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 


I What is the most important information | should know 
about TRUVADA for PrEP? 
Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
% You must be HIV-negative before you start taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP. You must get tested to make sure that you do 
not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA to reduce the risk of 
getting HIV-1 unless you are confirmed to be HIV-negative. 
* Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has 
recently become infected. If you have flu-like symptoms, 
you could have recently become infected with HIV-1. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you had a flu-like illness within the last month 
before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or 
muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night 
sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck or groin. 
While taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
* You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 
+ You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
* Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. 
* If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider 
right away. 
% To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1: 
* Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners. 
* Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other 
infections make it easier for HIV to infect you. 
* Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, 
such as having fewer sex partners. 
* Donot miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase 
your risk of getting HIV-1 infection. 
* If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine 
than TRUVADA alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not 
a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only 
TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time. 


TRUVADA can cause serious side effects: 


% Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not 
approved to treat HBV. If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, 
your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking TRUVADA 
without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to 
monitor your health. 


IWho should not take TRUVADA for PrEP? 
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 
* Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 
status. If you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines 


with TRUVADA to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete 
treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your 


HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time. 

+ Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection. 

I What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP? 

Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include: 

* Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider may do blood tests to check 
your kidneys before and during treatment 
with TRUVADA. If you develop kidney || 
problems, your healthcare provider may 
tell you to stop taking TRUVADA. 

* Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic 
acidosis), which is a serious but rare medical emergency 
that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual 
muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain 
with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or 
lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat. 

* Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white 
part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, 
loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain. 

+ Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead 
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 
Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach- 
area (abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away. 


| What should І tell my healthcare provider before taking 

TRUVADA for PrEP? 

All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider 
if you have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis. 

+ If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while 
taking TRUVADA for РГЕР talk to your healthcare provider to decide if 
you should keep taking TRUVADA. 

* If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed. If you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the 
baby in breast milk. 

Ф All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact 
with other medicines. Keep а list of all your medicines and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 

* If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare 
provider may need to check you more often or change your dose. 
These medicines include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) 
infection. 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs 
to the FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page. 


Have you heard about 
TRUVADA for PrEP™? 


The once-daily prescription medicine that can help reduce 
the risk of getting HIV-1 when used with safer sex practices. 


• TRUVADA for РГЕР is only for adults who are at high risk of 
getting HIV through sex. 
* You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA Тог PrEP 


Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection and if 
TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you. 


$ Truvada 


emtricitabine 200 то / tenofovir 
disoproxil fumarate 300 mg tablets 


visit start.truvada.com for ЧЭ pre-exposure prophylaxis 
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$ Truvada 
emtricitabine 200 m /tenofovir 


disoproxil fumarate 300 mg tablets IMPORTANT FACTS 


for НӘ pre-exposure prophylaxis This is only a brief summary of important information about 
taking TRUVADA for PrEP™ (pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help 
(tru -VAH-dah) reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does not replace 
talking to your healthcare provider about your medicine. 


MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT 


POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP 


TRUVADA FOR PrEP 


TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including: 
Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP: • Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP” section. 


* You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you • New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure, 


do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce ће risk of • Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but rare 
getting HIV-1 unless you аге confirmed to be HIV-1 negative medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 


if you getthese symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual 


* Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea 
become infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or 
symptoms, tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, abnormal heartbeat. 
vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the e Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare 
neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had a flu-like illness provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes 
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP. turns yellow, dark *tea-colored" urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite for 

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP: several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain. 

• You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for * Bone problems. 

PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1. Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area 

* You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Get tested (abdomen) pain, headache; and decreased еу 
for HIV-1 at least every 3 months while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Tell your These are notall the possible side effects of TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare provider 
healthcare provider right away if you think you were exposed to HIV-1 or have rightaway if you have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

а flu-like illness while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before 

e If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA and during treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP. 
alone to treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 


may become harder to treat over time. BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
See the “How To Further Reduce Your Risk" section for more information. 


TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including: 


Tell your healthcare provider if you: 
* Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis. 


* Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is notapproved to treat • Have any other medical conditions. 
HBV. If you have HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking • Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
TRUVADA. Do not stop taking TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare • Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If you become 
provider, as they will need to check your health regularly for several months. HIV-positive, HIV can pass to the baby in breast milk. 


Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take: 
ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP e Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, 


and herbal supplements, and show itto your healthcare provider and pharmacist. 


TRUVADA for PrEP is a prescription medicine used together with safer sex • Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be 
practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for taken with TRUVADA for PrEP. 
HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. 
• То help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare 
provider about your sexual health. HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK 
Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners. 


• Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it easier 
for HIV to infect you. 


* Take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection. * Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as having 
fewer sex partners. 
HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them. 
• Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have been GET MORE INFORMATION 
exposed to HIV-1. 


• This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for РГЕР. 


• Already have HIV-1 infection or if you до not know your HIV-1 status. 
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` prevent HIV infection. 
e Use TRUVADA for PrEP together with condoms and safer sex practices. • Goto start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5 
e Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. You must stay HIV-negative to e If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start. truvada.com for program 
keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. information. 
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It started with someone being inspired by the 
Women's March and the huge numbers of people 
who participated all over the world. The idea for an 
LGBT rights march on June 11 in Washington D.C. 
was posted on social media by David Bruinooge on 


1 
T 
Y 


6/11/2017 
TWIN CITIES 


January 26 and the idea went viral. 


Soon InterPride (the international Pride organization) was involved and 
helping to set up a national committee of people to help create this march. 

InterPride requested that local pride organizations, like Twin Cities 
Pride, devote time and energy to create a sister march or other event that 
would bring the spirit of the Equality March to their areas. Twin Cities 
Pride is proud to have taken on this task and is working hard with com- 
munity partners to create a sister march for the Twin Cities area. 

On Sunday, June 11 the Twin Cities Equality March will begin at 11 
a.m., with people starting to line up for the march at 10:00 a.m. The de- 
tails of the march route are still being finalized as of this printing, so 
check www.tcpride.org or the Facebook event page for updates. There 
will be a rally at the State Capitol from 12 to 1:30 p.m. with a tribute to Or- 
lando Pulse victims, plus speakers and music. After the rally ends people 
are encouraged to attend Golden Valley Pride (12-6 p.m.), the Telling 
Queer History event (2–4:30 p.m.) or, later on that evening, the Queer 
Prom (starts at 7:30 p.m.). 

We request that people register for the Equality March at www. 
tcpride.org to help with planning purposes and there is also a place to 
donate to help cover the costs of the march. Twin Cities Pride estimates 
that staging, sound, bathrooms (we will have 100 port-a-potties!), and 
other logistics for the march and rally will total $50,000. Sales of T-shirts, 
co-sponsorships by organizations, and individual donations will help to 
cover the cost of the march. T-shirts are available for purchase online 
at www.tcpride.org and will also be available for purchase at the Grand 
Marshal Awards Reception and Art Show Opening on June 8 at Radisson 
RED in downtown Minneapolis from 5:30-8 p.m. T-shirts will also be 
available at sign-making parties and other events as posted on Facebook 
and at the rally on June 11. 

Тће planning committee consists of almost 30 local activists that have 
met numerous times to plan the march and they developed the following 
mission statement: 
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Twin Cities Equality March inspires people of all gender and sexual 
identities to fight for love, justice, inclusion, and equity in a way that unites 
our community and creates space for beople to show up as their whole, true, 
and authentic selves. 

'The committee also developed a 13-point platform for the Twin Cit- 
ies sister march, available for viewing at www.tcpride.org and on the 
Facebook event page. The goals of the national march include using the 
Equality March for Unity and Pride, and sister events across the country, 
to give voice to our concerns, and to support, uplift, and bring attention 
to those in our communities who are targeted due to immigration status, 
ethnicity, religion, skin color, gender, and disability. The platform for our 
local march echoes this sentiment. 

So, what do else do you need to know? 

Who Should Attend: Everyone who is LGBTQ and allies to our com- 
munity are welcome! Adults and children are welcome. We intend for 
this event to be welcoming for all people that support our rights and our 
community. For those of you who have longed to have the Pride parade 
be more of a protest march, this event is perfect for you! 

Transportation and Parking: We recommend that as many people as 
possible take public transit to the march and rally. If you want to drive, 
we recommend parking near the Capitol and then walking or taking pub- 
lic transit to the start of the march. For the rally, the Capitol is on many 
bus lines and the Green Line. 

What to Bring: Please bring plenty of water, snacks, and sunscreen. 
This is a zero-waste event, so plan on packing up any trash you make! 
We will have free water available at the rally to refill your water bottles. 
Remember to dress for the weather, wear comfortable shoes, and bring 
signs for the march — we hope to see some good ones! 

There will be a disability seating area at the rally and sign language inter- 
preters. If you have any questions about the Equality March or rally, please 
reach out to Twin Cities Pride at 612-255-3260 or info@tcpride.org. B 
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PRIDE IS LISTENING 


Photo by RJL Photography 


After the Pride Festival wrapped up last year, Twin Cities Pride got a lot 
of feedback from people in the queer and transgender people of color 
(POC) communities about some negative experiences people had dur- 


ing Pride. 


In response to this feedback, TC Pride hosted two listening sessions 
in December for the queer and transgender POC community that were 
facilitated by Dr. Joi Lewis. In these listening sessions the voices of peo- 
ple of color were centered, allowing them to really be heard in a new way 
by Twin Cities Pride staff and board members. 

One thing that was brought up was that the policing and security at 
the Pride Festival was hard for the transgender and POC communities. 
Since the attack on Pulse in Orlando happened just two weeks before 
Pride, extra police were added to the security measures for the Festival 
in 2016. This may have made white people feel safer, but it definitely 
made transgender people and the POC community feel much less safe. 

Another issue that was brought up by transgender and gender non- 
conforming participants was their experience of being misgendered by 
people throughout the festival, at exhibitor booths and food vendors 
alike. There were also instances of insensitive or transphobic comments 
made by people at the festival. Instead of Pride being an extra-safe space 
for transgender people to be themselves, to some the festival definitely 
felt like a place where they felt misunderstood or ridiculed. 

There were also feelings about the People to People (P2P) Stage 
where the POC community felt like the placement of the stage was put- 
ting them off in a corner of the park. Roxanne Anderson from RARE 
Productions started the P2P stage over 15 years ago and the location of 
the stage moved to the current spot in 2010. The P2P Stage is located 
here because it gives the audience more space to sit in the grass and it 
faces away from other stages, providing a better sound experience for 
the P2P audience. This year we will be adding an area of food vendors to 
this area, making it feel like more of a destination to relax. 

There was a perception that musicians of color were only allowed to 
perform on the P2P stage, but not allowed on the other stages. While 
RARE Productions does mentor young musicians of color and give them 
а space to perform on the P2P Stage, once these musicians are more ex- 
perienced they are moved to other stages throughout the festival. There 
are people of color performing on all stages and Twin Cities Pride aims 
to communicate better about who these people are and when they are 
playing through pictures of all performers on their website and mobile 
app. Also to note that all performers were paid last year through a grant 
from the State of Minnesota Arts Board. While this money is not guaran- 
teed every year, Twin Cities Pride did receive a grant for the 2017 Pride 
Festival and will again be able to pay all performers on every stage! 

And finally there were concerns brought up about people with dis- 
abilities, especially more invisible disabilities like autism, and how more 
accommodations could be made for this community. 
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From all of this feedback, Twin Cities Pride is adding in some things 
this year to the Pride celebration. First, TC Pride is rolling out a new 
LGBTQ training module that all people who have a booth at Pride, plus 
food vendors, EMTs, security officers, and police will need to participate 
in before the weekend of the Pride Festival. Most of this training will be 
online, with the option to attend an in-person training if they would like. 
The LGBTQ training will also be incorporated into the Pride volunteer 
training. There will be a special focus on educating people about trans- 
gender sensitivity in this training and how to use more gender-neutral 
language to address customers and participants of the Festival. 

Second, TC Pride is planning on having less of a police presence this 
year at the Festival and have more unarmed security guards and other 
ways to provide security. TC Pride intends to keep safety a priority and 
be able to respond quickly to emergency situations without having as 
many actual police officers present and/or visible. 

To help address the misgendering of transgender people, TC Pride 
will be creating pronoun stickers for people to wear: she/her, he/him, 
they/them or choose a blank one and write in your own pronoun. TC 
Pride has purchased a large 30 x 50 foot transgender flag to be in the 
color guard of the Ashley Rukes GLBT Pride Parade and has partnered 
with Bisexual Organizing Project to also purchase a large bisexual flag 
to be in the parade this year as well! 

And to help address the issues that people with sensory issues face at 
the festival, TC Pride is partnering with the Autism Society of Minnesota to 
create a unique tent space where people with autism, sensory processing 
issues, and/or other disabilities that cause sensory overload issues can go 
to calm down, cool off, and relax. The Autism Society will be helping to 
create this quiet space and stock it with things that are soothing for people 
with autism or sensory processing challenges — things such as fidgets, 
small trampolines, fans, bottles of water, and more. This tent will be staffed 
with volunteers from the Autism Society throughout the Festival and will 
be located close to the gardens. TC Pride will also have a limited number 
of wheelchairs available for use during the Festival this year. 

All in all, Twin Cities Pride is very thankful to everyone who partici- 
pated in the December listening sessions and shared their experiences 
with our staff and board of directors. Some of the conversations were dif- 
ficult to have and emotions ran high, but we appreciate that people were 
willing to speak their minds and be heard. We hope that the changes 
and additions we are making to Pride this year will be a step in the right 
direction and we look forward to more progress on these issues as we 
continue to improve each year. B 


Attorneys Proudly Serving the LGBTO Community and all Allies. 
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PRIDE 


EVENTS 


This year at Pride, there are 
new arts partnerships that 
offer new opportunities. 


Photo by Dan Norman 


PRIDE FAMILY EVENT: A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD 

Children’s Theater Company’s LGBT+CTC and Twin Cities 
Pride present a performance of A Year with Frog and Toad that will fea- 
ture food, activities, and more for LGBT+ families! 

A Year with Frog and Toad is a show that is appropriate for all ages 
of children and adults alike! This production is based on Arnold Lobel’s 
Newbery and Caldecott Honor Books with music by Robert Reale, lyrics 
and book by Willie Reale, and choreography by Daniel Pelzig. Original 
direction by David Petrarca and directed by Peter Rothstein. Arnold Lo- 
bel came out to his family as gay four years after his first Frog and Toad 
book was published and it is believed that writing these books was part 
of his coming out process. 

Waking from hibernation in the spring, the perky Frog and the wor- 
rywart Toad plant gardens, swim, rake leaves, go sledding, and learn 
life lessons through four fun-filled seasons. The amphibian odd couple 
celebrate and rejoice in their differences that make them the best-est 
of friends while joined by a colorful cast of birds, mice, turtles, and that 
slo-o-ow snail with the mail. Nominated for three Tony Awards including 
Best Musical, this unforgettable and tuneful musical is back on the CTC 
stage after almost a decade! Don’t miss this exuberant story based on 
the treasured books by Arnold Lobel in a musical that soars like a kite 
and blossoms like spring. 

Tickets for this event are limited and priced at $15 per person, which 
include pizza and activities. Reserve tickets by June 10. Don’t delay, buy 
today for best seating! 

The evening begins at 5:30 p.m. with pizza provided by Pizza 
Lucé along with family activities before the show. The performance of 
A Year with Frog and Toad begins at 7:00 p.m. followed by a post-show 
talkback with cast members from the show. 

LGBT+CTC creates an inclusive, safe space by supporting aware- 
ness and visibility of the LGBT+ community at CTC while connecting 
LGBT+ families, youth organizations, school GSAs, and Employee 
Resource Groups to CTC programs. This event is sponsored by U.S. 
Bank and Land O’Lakes. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 42 
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OUR PRIDE 


Gr, Amy Brockman 


A YEAR 
WITH FROG | 
AND TOAD 


DETAILS: 

Wednesday, June 14 

Children’s Theatre Company 

2400 3rd Ave. S, Minneapolis 

5:30 p.m. Pizza party and family fun 

7:00 p.m. Performance begins 

Post-show talkback with cast 

Tickets only $15 

Purchase tickets at bit.ly/PrideFamilyFT or by calling the Children's Theatre 
Company ticket office at 612-874-0400 and use the promo code Families. 
Learn more about the show at bit.ly/Frog-ToadCTC. 


PIRATES OF PENZANCE BY ONE VOICE MIXED CHORUS 


During Pride weekend 2017, join One Voice Mixed Chorus for a per- 
formance of Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Pirates of Penzance that’s unlike 
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Your confidence shines through. 
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causing early wrinkles. Show off your 
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OUR PRIDE 


anything the Twin Cities has ever experienced! Performed outdoors on 
Raspberry Island in downtown St. Paul, One Voice’s Pirates is a topsy- 
turvy, gender-bending musical adventure for the whole family, featuring 
a lesbian pirate king and her swarthy crew of sailors arriving by speed- 
boat on the Mississippi, an uproarious appearance from the Major Gen- 
eral’s “daughters,” and so much more! 

Featured leads include One Voice singers Anita McColley as Pirate 
King and Joselyn Fear as Major-General Stanley along with Twin Cit- 
ies’ tenors Brock Metzger (Fredric) and Samuel Baker (Mabel). Ben 
Krywosz, artistic director for Nautilus Theater, serves as artistic con- 
sultant, Gary Briggle is stage director, with musical direction by Jane 
Ramseyer Miller. 

Come dressed in your best Pirates costume to enjoy dancing and fri- 
volity including a live band, new orchestration, and sing-along opportu- 
nities for the audience. Food trucks will be available, or bring your own 
picnic along with a blanket or lawn chair. One Voice’s production of this 
comic opera is sure to be a fun, free way to spend an afternoon on the 
Mississippi River! 

By RSVPing to this event at onevoicemn.org, you will be able to gain 
access to the island one hour before the show starts (30 minutes before 
the general public, letting you get first pick for a spot to sit!). 

VIP Level One tickets ($25) will guarantee you a seat (so you don’t 
need to bring your own) in the Police and Hapless Maidens Tent and a 
bottle of water. 

VIP Level Two tickets ($50) will guarantee you a seat (so you don’t 
need to bring your own) in the Pirate Kings Tent, including adult bever- 
ages and a voucher for food at one of the food trucks. 

Parking will be available on Harriet Island, in parking ramps off of 
East Fillmore Avenue, and in downtown St. Paul near the Wabasha Street 
Bridge in the Victory Ramp and Intercontinental Ramp. In case of se- 
vere bad weather, the show will be moved inside to Central Presbyterian 
Church in downtown St. Paul. 

Support for this project provided through the 2016 Knight Arts Chal- 
lenge, St. Paul Cultural STAR Program, Metropolitan Regional Arts 


PRIDE AT 
MINNEAPOLIS 
INSTITUTE 
OF ART 
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Council, and individual gifts to One Voice Mixed Chorus. 

One Voice Mixed Chorus is Minnesota’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans- 
gender, and straight allies (LGBTA) chorus. For 30 years One Voice has 
been “building community and creating social change by raising our 
voices in song." Known for their musical excellence, diverse program- 
ming, innovative collaborations, and deep commitment to community 
outreach, One Voice is the largest LGBTA chorus in North America with 
125 singing members ranging from ages 16 to 79, and nearly 50 non-sing- 
ing “Fifth Section" volunteers. Under the direction of artistic director 
Jane Ramseyer Miller, the award-winning chorus inspires transforma- 
tion through passionate, vibrant, and creative performances at concerts, 
during outreach tours and through its pioneering OUT in Our Schools 
program, now in its 18th year. 

То learn more about One Voice Mixed Chorus, call 651-298-1954 or 
visit www.onevoicemn.org. 


DETAILS: 

Thursday, June 22 at 7:30 p.m. (Preview) 

Saturday, June 24 at 3:30 p.m. 

Sunday, June 25 at 2 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

Raspberry Island 

2 Wabasha St. S, St. Paul 

Performances are FREE, but ticket reservations are encouraged at www. 
onevoicemn.org. 

VIP tickets start at $25 


THIRD THURSDAY: PRIDE AT 
MINNEAPOLIS INSTITUTE OF ART 

Get ready for Twin Cities Pride at Mia! Get a taste for what the Pride 
festival and parade will be like this year, with some cameo appearances 
straight from Pride. Dance to live music from Nick Jordan and Lady Lark. 
Preview the TPT documentary Out North, which chronicles the history 
of LGBTQ communities in Minnesota, and meet the film's director. The 
Pride parade will have the rainbow LGBT pride flag, the leather pride 
flag, and — new this year — a bisexual pride flag and transgender pride 
flag! Make your own pride flag for the parade, and get to know the art of 
drag through pop-up performances 
curated by Flip Phone. Last but not 
least, pose for equality in the Pride- 
themed photo booth! This event is 
presented in partnership with Twin 
Cities Pride. 

On the third Thursday of every 
month, join Mia to experience Mia's 
diverse art collection through unique 
programs, drinks, and live music. 
Sign up for e-mail updates to receive 
tailored monthly updates about all of 
your Mia interests, including Third 
Thursday, at new.artsmia.org. 

Event Host: Ameriprise Financial 
Music Partner: The Current 


DETAILS: 

Thursday, June 15 

6-9 p.m. 

Minneapolis Institute of Art 

2400 3rd Ave. S, Minneapolis 

Free event, refreshments available 
for sale. Ш 


Photo courtesy of Minneapolis Institute of Art 
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Macy's Celebrates Family + Friends + Love + Life + Equality + Respect 


MACY'S SOUTHDALE 
MEN'S DEPARTMENT, 2ND FLOOR 
SATURDAY, JUNE 10TH AT 2PM 


Celebrate National Pride Month with a live performance by Freedom Jazz! 
Check out the latest trends, and enjoy a special reception with 
photo-ops, giveaways, and much more! 


Plus, join us in our continued support of The Trevor Project! 
"IRE" The Trevor Project provides life-saving crisis 
intervention for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 


SAVING young lives and questioning (LGBTQ) youth. 


PROJECT 


FOR MORE DETAILS мат macys.com/celebrate 
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Events subject to change or cancellation. 
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MORE 
PRIDE, 


LESS FEAR 


For both the GLBT and the leather/BDSM/fetish 
communities, Pride season again is here. But 
what a difference between this year and last. 
Last year І used "Plenty To Be Proud Of" as the 
headline of my Pride column. And | remember 
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that the celebration last year seemed jubilant. 


This year, with the political landscape so shifted by last November's 
election, many of this year's Pride celebrations are expected to include 
some #Resist elements. 

In the current political landscape, many members of the GLBT and 
leather/BDSM/fetish communities fear gains made in recent years will 
be rolled back. But, by the same token, many people in other commu- 
nities fear us, the members of the GLBT and/or leather/BDSM/fetish 
communities, and that fear prompts their discrimination against us. 

With the United States of America currently divided into two factions, 
and each faction acting like it's scared of the other faction — well, no 
good has come, or will come, of this situation. 

So let's not give in to the urge to use our Pride celebrations, here and 
elsewhere, as ammunition in this fear fight. Instead, let's make our Pride 
celebrations declarations of pride in ourselves, in others, and in our com- 
munities. The best statements of pride are first-person: “I’m proud of 
myself for living authentically”; “I’m proud of you, members of my family, 
for accepting and supporting me"; or “I’m proud of my community and 
what we have accomplished." 

Our own pride does not have to come at the expense of someone 
else. Pride is about equality, not superiority. We're not celebrating GLBT 
Supremacy or Kink Supremacy. Misusing our pride to denigrate some- 
one else, or their community, is no more effective than apologizing to 
someone by saying, “I’m sorry you're such an idiot." It might feel good 
at the time, but it won't be productive in the long run. 

So, as we march and as we celebrate, let's keep in mind that Pride is 
not our excuse to disrespect others, even if they have first disrespected us 
or other members of our community. Pride is not about them; it's about us. 

Minnesota Leather Pride 2017: *Walk in Her Boots: Celebrat- 
ing Women in Leather" 

The theme of the 2017 Minnesota Leather Pride celebration is “Walk 
in Her Boots: Celebrating Women in Leather." Andrew Bertke, of Ever- 
ett Allen Photography, is again the designer of this year's dog tag. Get 
your dog tag, while supplies last, at any Minnesota Leather Pride event 
or at the Minnesota Leather Pride booth at the Twin Cities Festival of 
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Pride in Loring Park (Saturday and Sunday, June 24 and 25). 

Minnesota Leather Pride Events for 2017 

Minnesota Leather Pride's recent shift toward having leather pride 
events throughout the year means that there are fewer events scheduled to 
coincide with the Twin Cities Pride Festival. Here are the Minnesota Leath- 
er Pride events on the schedule at the time of this writing; see Minnesota 
Leather Pride's Facebook page or MNLeatherPride.org for the most up-to- 
date information on these events and any others that might be scheduled. 

Tuesday, June 13: Twin Cities girls of Leather social at Twin Cities 
Leather & Latte, 6-9 p.m. Come hang out with the girls and find out 
more about their organization. Open to everyone regardless of gender, 
orientation, or which side of the whip you fall on. 

Friday, June 16: Floggapalooza at The Saloon, 8 p.m. Presented by 
Knights of Leather. No admission charge. Come and see demonstrations 
for the community of flogging techniques from a variety of delightful 
implements on a variety of delightful demo bottoms eager to share a 
practice they enjoy. 

Thursday, June 22: Atons’ Pride Smoker on the patio at eagleBOLT- 
bar, 7-10 p.m. No admission charge. Atons of Minneapolis members will 
serve you a cigar and a shot for $10. Whether you enjoy a fine cigar or 
not, this is always a fun social event. 

Saturday, June 24 and Sunday, June 25: Stop by the Minnesota Leather 
Pride booth at the Twin Cities Pride Festival. An information table at the 
booth will be staffed by Minnesota Leather Pride's sponsor groups. Every- 
one is welcome, whether you are just curious about leather or have years 
of experience under your belt. Get your 2017 *Walk in Her Boots" collect- 
ible dog tag if you don't already have one. Loring Park, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Sunday, June 25: March with the kink and leather community in the 
Ashley Rukes GLBT Pride Parade and help carry Minnesota's giant 
leather pride flag. Meet at the corner of 3rd St. S and Hennepin Ave. by 
10:40 a.m.; parade begins at 11 a.m. The giant flags are among the units 
leading the parade. After marching, stick around for a group photo on 
the hill near the corner of Yale and Willow, at the edge of Loring Park, 
facing the Whitney Fine Arts building. B 
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Everyone knows that your 50th anniversary is golden, and your 
25th anniversary is silver...but what substance has been assigned to 
the 40th anniversary? Why, the same substance that enwrapped Judy 
Garland's tootsies while she indulged in technicolor adventures: ruby. 
Which seems oh-so-appropriate when considering the 40th anniversary 
of a downtown Minneapolis staple: the Saloon. 

Тће Saloon began life as а Western-themed gay bar that included a 
leather room whose private entrance was called the Rear Entry. (Hey, 
it was the "70s; please don't shoot the messenger.) "While it was very 
popular among the gay community, it suffered from poor-to-inept man- 
agement during its first months," remembers Jim “Andy” Anderson, 
current co-owner of the Saloon. “It was renamed ‘The Y'All Come Back 
Saloon’ after the community and staff boycotted the bar for its poor 
management policies.” 

The name wasn’t just a plaintive cry for customers and workers to 
return. According to Anderson, “Тһе Y'All Come Back Saloon’ was a 
popular song by the Oak Ridge Boys at the time and seemed to be ap- 
propriate to accent the changes that were made." Hopefully, Minneapolis 
will never forget how close it came to being permanently blighted by the 
“Elvira Giddy Up Oom Poppa Omm Poppa Mow Mow Bar." 

“I started working there as part of a deal to iron out the problems,” 
Anderson says. “I had been working in Miami, Florida, at a gay club 
there and was asked to return to Minneapolis by my old friend and for- 
mer University of Minnesota student roommate [and current co-owner], 
John Moore.” 

This wasn’t a simple business proposal, it was very nearly an abduc- 
tion. “John came down to Miami and convinced me to return to Minne- 
apolis,” recounts Anderson. “The two of us drove back to Minnesota to 
negotiate new policies with the owner at the time. He was very open to 
our suggestions because he wanted the boycott ended.” 

Radical surgery was required: the boycott-inspiring manager was 
sent packing, and new business practices were implemented. Anderson 
and Moore set out to buy the future Saloon themselves, but it wasn’t go- 
ing to be easy. “It was a long and difficult procedure," Anderson laments. 
But persistence paid off. “The mayor of Minneapolis, Don Fraser, signed 
the license transfer on Dec. 21, 1981,” Anderson says. “I recall thinking 
at the time that we could consider ourselves successful if we could keep 
it open for five years!” 

The first point of order was to give staff and customers a reason to 
come back, y’all. Anderson narrates, “The early years were very excit- 
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THESALOON 7% 


REACHES ITS 40TH BIRTHDAY 


ing and we brought in many entertainers including Gloria Gaynor, The 
Weather Girls, and many more.” These acts restored customers, again 
and again, until they considered the Saloon their home away from home. 

As promising as the Saloon’s prospects seemed in the early years, 
a horrific darkness loomed in the immediate future like a plague of lo- 
custs. “Things changed dramatically in 1983 as the first AIDS cases were 
reported,” Anderson recollects. “Thus began two decades of enormous 
struggles to keep people as customers and do our best to educate and 
help our community.” 

Community education may have started as community service but 
soon transmuted into community survival. Says Anderson, “Most gay 
people were in the closet then and the bars were the best places to edu- 
cate people with the risks associated with unsafe sex.” 

But just because the Saloon’s clientele was facing an existential threat 
was no reason to lose its sense of humor. Anderson contributed to the 
creation of a super hero sworn to battle this particular evil. “Thus Cap- 
tain Condom was born,” Anderson says. “Pete Glaser, our coat check 
person, assumed the role of our point person in this effort.” But please 
don’t forget, that’s supposed to be a secret identity. 

The Saloon’s history had become synonymous with Minneapolis’s 
GLBT history. “During this time, we helped sponsor the first gay softball 
team and played the Minneapolis police team as a community outreach 
with the help of then police captain Tony Bouza,” Anderson smiles. “We 
played two years at Parade Stadium and won both games! This was big 
news back then and was reported in the newspapers and on TV, shortly 
after the Goodtime Softball League was formed with the Saloon sponsor- 
ing many teams, something we still do today.” 

The history of Twin Cities Pride is the history of the Saloon, as well, 
more or less. “The first Pride Parade was a very small event of prob- 
ably less than 50 people who courageously marched down Hennepin 
Avenue,” Anderson says. “The Saloon received permission from the city 
to do a block party on Hennepin in front of the Saloon and that was the 
beginnings of our Pride celebrations.” 

Those celebrations will continue this year and every year, of course. 
Gushes Andy Anderson: “We have been blessed with an incredible num- 
ber of dedicated and skilled employees from DJs to bartenders to bar- 
backs to security staff, and many more over the years, and they are most 
certainly responsible for our 40 years of success!” 

Or, as many of the Saloon’s regular customers might put it, “There’s 
no place like home!” m 


Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


| 
| 


Pride 2011 
* 


19 BAR 


CELEBRATES TRIPLE 
ANNIVERSARY THIS YEAR 


February 6 was the 65th anniversary of Queen Elizabeth II's acces- 
sion to the British throne in 1952; she's now the longest-reigning British 
monarch in history. As well, for the 19 Bar in Minneapolis (with an iconic 
1960s portrait of the queen that has graced its north wall for decades), 
it's a triple anniversary this year: the 65th of the venerable landmark, 
the entire history of which coincides with the Queen's reign; the 25th of 
Gary Hallberg's owning the business; and the 95th of the building that 
houses the establishment. 

Тће cornerstone of the historic 19 Bar building (whose present name 
derives from its address, 19 W 15th St., Minneapolis) bears this three- 
line inscription: “Magney & Tussler, Inc./Architects & Engineers/1922.” 
The firm’s main claim to fame is that it was the architect of the Foshay 
Tower in downtown Minneapolis, which debuted in 1929 and was the 
tallest building in the city until the IDS Tower surpassed it in 1972. Dur- 
ing the Prohibition Era in the United States, the building later called the 
19 reportedly was a speakeasy that served illegal alcoholic beverages, a 
precursor of its later countercultural incarnation. 

In 1952, life partners Everett Stoltz and George Koch opened a pre- 
dominately gay bar in the premises, a shrewd move given its location in 
the heart of what has been a gay enclave for decades. From the 1950s 
on, the 19’s clientele mainly was gay men from the nearby Loring Park 
neighborhood of Minneapolis. In the early days, the entrance was in the 
middle of the north wall on West 15th Street, and the bar was on the west 
wall. On shelves behind the bar, each regular patron had a barrel-shaped 
brown glass mug with his or her name inscribed on the wooden handle. 

For several decades, the usually quiet 19 suddenly would transform 
into a beehive of people late Sunday night, when an old Minneapo- 
lis “blue law” (repealed in 1990) allowed the bar, which had only a 3.2 
(“weak”) beer license, to stay open until 1 a.m., while the other gay clubs 
in the city with full beer and liquor licenses had to close at midnight. An 
exodus of people eager to enjoy an extra hour of imbibing and socializing 
culminated in a long line of people stretching outside the 19 that filled 
the bar to capacity every Sunday. 

In 1983, after several ownership changes at the 19 over the years, Ray 
Onstine bought the business. Completely remodeling it, he moved the 
bar to the center of the building and relocated the entrance to the east 
corner of the north wall. After his death in 1990, his straight parents, Bud 
and Charlotte Onstine, operated the bar for several years. 

Gay businessman Hallberg purchased the 19 on May 8, 1992, and 
he bought the building as well in 1995. In several stages, he nearly 
doubled the bar’s space by expanding west into what had been the ad- 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


Photo courtesy of 19 Bar ——» 
jacent Loring Cleaners. He also built a 
now-popular year-round patio ex- tending 
from the south wallin the back. In 2003, he obtained a 
license from the city to serve full liquor and strong beer, which brought 
a host of new customers who wanted more than 3.2 beer. 

Today, the 19 continues the friendly ambiance of its 65 years as a 
neighborhood GLBT bar. Everyone across the spectrum of the commu- 
nity, from regulars to patrons new to the establishment, will feel welcome 
in this no-attitude gathering place. Most times, you'll find some people 
engaging in a game of pool at its three state-of-the-art tables. Others sim- 
ply will carry on a conversation over a reasonably priced cocktail or beer. 

As the community bar closest to the Pride Festival in nearby Loring 
Park, the 19 is always the busiest place in the Twin Cities during Pride 
Weekend. Lines form outside the bar from the time it opens, reminiscent 
of the late Sunday nights of yesteryear. Inside and outside the bar, all 
enjoy the camaraderie of once again joining in celebrating our Pride. 

Hallberg sums it all up this way: "We're very proud to be the GLBT 
bar in the Twin Cities that has been serving the community the longest 
— and one of the oldest, if not the oldest, in the country. I'm also proud 
of having owned the bar for a third of its history now. We thank our 
countless past and present patrons for supporting us all these years. And 
the 19 will be here for our community many years in the future." 

So, let's all stop in at the 19 during Pride and wish this friendly GLBT 
mainstay another 65 years! 


19 BAR 
19 W 15th St., Minneapolis 
612-871-5553 
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JUKEBOX • VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES • PINBALL 
DARTS • PULL TABS • ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM • SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 
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HAPPY РЕШЕ CASTLE DANGER 
FROM YOUR BREWERY 


Taproom located at 
17-7" Street 


f Two Harbots; MN 55616 
Ф castledangerbrewery.com 
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1 block from the start of the GLBT 
Pride Parade route in downtown Mpls. 
Just around the corner from the Gay 90s. 


2325 Endicott Street — St. Paul 
www.urbangrowlerbrewing.com 
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l EAT THE MENU 


Gu, Br ad boy, Traynor 


(From left) Cocktails, the bar at Mercy, Chef 
Mike Rakun, and the private dining area with 
cozy accents. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


Wait, did Marin close? That's the restaurant downtown 
inside the Chambers Hotel, right? Isn't something else 
there now? Oh, you're going to Mercy for dinner to- 


night? Where is that again?” 


It can be hard to keep up in our frenetic, ever-evolving dining land- 
scape. Restaurants come and restaurants go. Some eateries evaporate 
into the ether unawares. Others transmogrify into something magical, 
and more elevated than their origins. 

Such is the case with Mercy, formerly Marin. Same talented execu- 
tive chef. Completely different expression of his heart and soul. Execu- 
tive chef Mike Rakun and his business partner-wife Abby Rakun are tell- 
ing a story with Mercy. A delicious, inviting story. 

Mercy peels back the layers of Marin’s once classic, upscale fine din- 
ing ambience to reveal a warmer, more relaxed, hygge-infused casual- 
ness perfect for an increasingly neighborhood-ish stretch of downtown. 

One rainy afternoon a few weeks back, friends and I fell into a comfy 
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large booth in the bar. Aiming to fortify ourselves against the dreary 
rain-soaked cityscape, we ordered drinks and began a tasting trip across 
the menu. 

The offerings are at once familiar, yet full of playful takes on classic 
dishes. The pacu fish ribs, for example, an appetizer for the adventurous, 
takes a fish you've probably never tried and slathers it in a classic buffalo 
dressing. They are meaty and crisp, earthy and substantial. 

Seafood shines at Mercy. Where other pasture-roaming proteins of- 
ten reign supreme, chef Mike unabashedly offers up a coastal bounty of 
fruits de mer. Both literally and figuratively. 

We traversed a tantalizing topography of tasty sea treats throughout 
our meal, from scallops to shrimp to oysters and lobster. 
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Savor life in all flavors. 


Bite Squad delivers over 400 of your favorite Twin Cities ENTREE 
restaurants-from Chinese to Indian, Italian to Thai. use coupon code 


Order now at bitesquad.com p R | ) E 


*Enter code PRIDE at checkout for discount. Valid through 08/06/2017 for a value of $15 in the Twin Cities delivery zone. For new customers only. 
Not valid towards tax, tip or delivery fee. One per person/household. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. 


EAT THE MENU 


(From Left) Oysters and shrimp; Paku fish ribs (the menu says "Don't be scared"); and roasted lobster on spring peas with shiitaki and chili oil. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


Let's talk about the lobster. Roasted to perfection and nestled atop that magically melt in your mouth? Yep, you want these. 
farm-fresh spring peas, the sweet, succulent meat stands alone in flavor. Sides at Mercy are comfy and satisfying. Take, for example, the garlic 
The fact that it’s drizzled with a dazzling chili oil only adds to its appeal. ^ bread. No, literally. Take the garlic bread. Take all of the garlic bread and 
The scallops were another big hit. Buttery sweet and seared to per- Воага it. Think homemade cinnamon rolls, but with garlic. And lots and 
fection, the ample portions are laid atop fresh spinach, dressed in a lots of butter. It melts in your mouth and might lead to table fights if you 
warm bacon vinaigrette. The success of this dish lies in the surprise don’t just go ahead and get two orders already. 
addition of croutons made from pillows of fried grits. Crispy croutons Another entrée worthy of mention is the duck breast. Chiefly because 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 56 
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COME EXPLORE LONGFELLOW WITH A COFFEE FROM FIREROAST (“7 


GLBT OWNED/OPERATED, FOSTERING GLBT ARTISTS ТУ 
3800 37TH AVE S, MINNEAPOLIS • (612) 724-9895 • WWW.FIREROASTCAFE.COM 
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EAT THE MENU 


(Captions) Clockwise from top: duck breast with duck pot stickers, green beans, and ginger-orange sauce; 


À 27 


scallops with spinach, grits crouton, and warm bacon vinaigrette; the triple chocolate sundae; and key lime 


pie. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


I generally avoid ordering duck breast. It is 
oft over-cooked and woefully under-seasoned. 
Not only does chef Mike know how to sear the 
perfect piece of duck, he one-ups every other 
duck dish I've ever had with the addition of 
handmade duck-stuffed pot stickers. Trust 
me. À plate of these poultry pillows on a rainy 
day will cure appetites and broken hearts. 

By the time desserts arrived, we began 
to wonder if our eyes had been bigger than 
our stomachs. Who am I kidding? We were 
full, but heck. When did full ever get in the 
way of dessert? 

We opted for the triple chocolate sundae. 
Three scoops of ice cream, each a different 
member on the chocolate family tree, are 
drizzled with more chocolate, then dotted with 
bite-size chunks of chewy chocolate brownies. 

'The key lime pie is deconstructed, but ev- 


Follow us on 


Lavender Magazine @lavmag · Jul 10 
lÎ Our canine companions enjoy eating outdoors too, so why bother 
leaving them behind? ow.ly/Ps1jo (by @ShLueck) 


Lavender Magazine @lavmag · Jul 10 


ШЫҢ More and more people are traveling with pets, and @commonshotel is 


ahead of the curve on this one. ow.ly/PsOXj (by @ShLueck) 


1 


Lavender Magazine @lavmag · Jul 10 
Lui] It's time to hit the patio! Have you heard of these new outdoor hi 
spots? ow.ly/Ps0Ge (by GJoyEstelle) 
1 


ery bit as rich and rewarding as its namesake 
and classic, sliced cousin. 

A couple mugs of decaf later and our appe- 
tites were not only sated, they longed to know 
when a second trip was in the cards. That’s no 
small feat. Maybe next should be the brunch. 

Mercy is a welcome addition to down- 
town. Casual, but not just for casual’s sake. 
It’s a welcome respite from the frantic pace 
of a bustling metropolis just outside its doors. 
It’s a satisfying meal, familiar with a hint of 
adventure. Perfectly suited for a city with 
similar attributes. 

And did I mention there’s a burger on the 
menu? 


MERCY 
901 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis 
www.mercympls.com 
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% The team at Wilde Cafe | : 
wishes everyone a 


Happy 
Pride! 


| 
Every Tuesday in JUNE receive 
25% off non-sale Wine* 


FUA MSS. Wa ХАЛИ 
UNS 


Ld т Every Thursday in JUNE receive 
Secs A Triple Points on your Rewards* 


ТГ... B eo 
CAFE & SPIRITS | 4% | FREE Father's Day 

Seat | 1 Card with Purchase 
65 Main St SE, Minneapolis TE-— PLUS: 


612.331.4544 
wildecafe.com - fb.com/wildecafe AX [Ї 12% Off non-sale Liquor & Beer* 


24% Off non-sale Wine* 
M valid /12-6/17/17 


ју о не 


| CER $1 SPENT = 1 POINT 

BUR “ 500 POINTS = $10 GIFT CARD 
| IN. TOWN FROM THE GROUND UP 1000 POINTS = $25 GIFT CARD 
2000 POINTS = $60 GIFT CARD 


*NOT VALID ON GREEN TAG/SALE PRICED ITEMS, COUPON ITEMS, 
AND/OR WITH OTHER PROMOTIONS. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 


(ДЕРІ WE DELIVER! 


CALL 612-871-2500 FOR DETAILS 


LOWRY иш LIQUORS 


1922 Hennepin Ave | Minneapolis, MN 55403 
Ihlwine.com 


lakesi de 1916 W. Wayzata Blvd 


WINE Long Lake, MN 55356 
TSPIRITS  Lakesidewineandspirits.com 


7 DAYS A WEEK, 
TWICE A DAY! 
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Eggy's opens at 7:00 am - 3:00 pm, 


Serving Breakfast and 
Lunch all day! 


Located only a block and a half 
east of Loring Park, Eggy's is 


your place to fortify yourself 7 


before heading over to the 
Pride Festivities. 


Шақ 


JOIN US FOR YOUR 

ч ч 
PRE-PRIDE 
PICK ME UP! 


Loring|Park z +. Minneapolis 
E 'onventi er = 
• > 


OPEN EVERYDAY 7:00 AM - 3:00 PM 


BREAKFAST ALL DAY! 
Egoy's validates parking at the LPM Building Ramp, 
ask your server for details (for diners only) 


120 14TH ST. W * MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55403 • (763) 310-3449 


Bloody Marys and 
Mimosas served daily, | 
plus Drink Specials 
featuring KINKY Vodka 
for Pride! +. дыз 


McCovs 


LOCAL CRAFT BEERS • GREAT COCKTAILS • FABULOUS WINE LIST 
COZY BOOTHS * PRIVATE DINING ROOM * LARGE PATIO 
DELICIOUS COMFORT FOOD 


LOCATED AT EXCELSIOR & GRAND 
380! GRAND WAY • ST. LOUIS PARK • 952.224.9494 • MCCOYSMN.COM 


Photo by Asha Belk 


Age: 
Older. ..but young enough not to be bitter. 


Where did you grow up? 
| grew up in the north metro and migrated to 
the city of Minneapolis early on in my life. 


Where do you live? 

| live downtown and thoroughly enjoy high-rise 
living, especially when it is snowing and 
freezing out and | don’t have to shovel or 
scrape off my car. 


Who do you live with? 


I live with my SO of nearly 22 years and our 
dog Rudy. 


What is your occupation? 

Currently, | am the executive chef, concept- 
brand director, and partner for the fine-casual 
restaurant brand РИКИ Japanese Street Food. 


When did you come out? 
| have never been in, unless other people 
weren't ready. 


How'd that 502 

Personally, my memories are positive. | had 
parents that loved me and wanted me to be 
me. Everyday | received thoughtful messages 
that | am okay just the way | am. 


When do you wake up? 
My sleeping schedule is driven by morning 
restaurant shopping starting at 7:00. 


Phone alarm or old school alarm? 
My phone alarm wakes me 50 percent of the 
time and the other 50 percent of the time is my 
hungry four-legged BFF Rudy. 


What's the first thing you do in the 
morning? 
Turn on the hot water for tea and feed Rudy. 


Breakfast? 

My SO will prepare breakfast for me including 
a bagel with half-cream cheese/half-peanut 
butter with sliced bananas. . .| share with Rudy. 


Coffee? 
I've never been a coffee drinker. My morning 
drink is Earl Grey Tea. 


Cream or no? 
No. 


How do you spend your commute: 
During my six-minute commute, | typically 
consume Red Bull. 


If your job were like a yearbook, 


what would you be voted? 
| think | would be voted most creative. 


What inspires you? 

Happy people who make me laugh inspire 
me...a lot! At this point in my life the one 
thing | can offer is kindness without expecting 
anything in return. When I reflect each day and 
when | feel | have given more than taken, | call 
ita good day, and feel inspired to do it all over 
again tomorrow. 


OHN 


BY ANDY LIEN 


SUGIMURA 


Do you eat your lunch while 


working or take a break? 
| like to take a lunch break to recharge. 


Is your work space tidy or a hot 


mess? 
Tidy — ‘nuff said! 


What's been your favorite job? 
Obviously opening PinKU Japanese Street Food 
and getting to know my customers who have 
been so complimentary of our restaurant, food, 
and hospitality. Their authentic generosity has 
blown me away. People and service is my 
passions. 

For many years | enjoyed public service for the 
City of Minneapolis Mayor's Office, PICA Head 
Start, and Autism Works. Every day | worked 
aggressively to improve the lives of children 
and their families. 


Who are your heroes? 

Alyce Dillon, the executive director for PICA 
Head Start since 1969, is my hero. She has 
been making a difference in the lives of 

the poorest families in our community for 
decades... „мегу inspirational. | adore her! 
People who are battling/winning/loosing 
chronic diseases are my hero. | hate fucking 
cancer! 


Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, 
take out, or cook in? 

Eat in and enjoy Aglio Et Olio (traditional 
Italian pasta dish coming from Naples) made 
with capelli d’angelo pasta, roasted tomatoes, 
garlic, basil, and really expensive Parmigiano- 
Reggiano cheese. 


Most embarrassing moment: 

My second grade teacher hung a sign around 
my neck that read “1 Talk Too Much" and made 
me walk the school halls and successfully 
humiliated me. 


On a usual weeknight, you are 
doing what? 

Working at the restaurant, designing the next 
restaurant location, creating new menu items 
for our fabulous guests, walking Rudy and, on 
occasion, | have been known to sneak off to a 
movie to get in a treat and down time. 


Bedtime: 
After 9:00 p.m. and before 3:00 a.m. 


Favorite weekend activity: 
| love afternoon movies. 


Words of wisdom to share: 

“Гуе learned that people will forgot what you 
said, people will forget what you did, but 
people will never forgot how you made them 
feel.” -Мауа Angelou 


CATERING 


WEDDINGS | CORPORATE | CHILDCARE 
Proudly serving the Twin Cities since 1991 
We cater to various other spaces and events, 

including senior centers, picnics, reunions, holiday 

parties and funerals. So whether you have a small 
private gathering to host or a large public event 
to pull off, we can help. 
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1428 NICOLLET AVENUE • MINNEAPOLIS 
612-399-MALT (6258) 
WWW.THENICOLLETDINER.COM 
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| 1424 NICOLLET AVENUE • MINNEAPOLIS 
(< 2 ~~ ANEW LGBTOIA COFFEE SHOP 
— CAFE  WWW.MUFFINTOPCAFE.COM 


JOIN U5 FOR A 
PRE-PRIDE PARTY! 


3-Tpm Live Broadcast w/ Lori & Julia 


from myTolk 1071 


T-10pm Live Music 


201 Washington Ave N. Mpls * 612.767.8855 * RedRabbitMN.com 


Enjoy our 


24 Hour Buffet all 
PR Weekend! 
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Goes to Hollywood: 

How One Iwin Cities Man 
is Pursuing His Dreams in 
La La Land 


Have you wanted to try something new but didn't know if you 
could muster up the courage? Do you contemplate “what if" or "if 
only"? Now may be the time to go for it and see what you can do. 


Ever since I was a kid, I've continually chal- 
lenged myself о step outside of my comfort zone. 
For more than five years I had been contemplat- 
ing the next big thing I would like to do in my 
life. I have experienced many highs and lows; the 
lows, losing people close to me, have made me 
realize how delicate and short life really is. I con- 
stantly remind myself: "Todd, you only get one 
chance at this life, what are you waiting for?" 

Since 1999, I have been a self-employed 
graphic designer. I have found my passion and 
truly enjoy what I do, and my work allows me 
to work from home, essentially anywhere in 
the world. Anyone who knows me knows I love 
Minneapolis with all my heart, but I have never 
lived outside of the Midwest and have felt a call- 
ing to try something new. 

In the past three years I traveled all over the 
country exploring places I might like to live, even 
ifjust for a brief period of time. I visited New York, 
Denver, Washington D.C., Orlando, Austin, Se- 
attle — all beautiful places, but one spot seemed 
to have the most appeal to me, Los Angeles. An 
interesting choice, I know. It's a city people either 
love or hate; there seems to be no in-between. To 


me it has always felt like a good fit. 

*Follow your passions, follow your 
heart, and the things you need will come." 
—Elizabeth Taylor 

Why L.A.? For me the answer goes beyond 
just the obvious appeal of sunny days and miles 
of beaches; it's where the magic of Hollywood 
happens. 

My draw to performing goes back to when I 
was a wee lad. As a child, I loved to write shows 
and commercials, and I loved to direct and 
perform. I would cast cousins and neighbors 
to star in circuses and musicals at my house. 
In high school, I played in band and acted in a 
number of productions. During and after col- 
lege, I took a hiatus from performing to start 
and grow my design business. 

Then, in the early 2000s, after attending a 
number of Brave New Workshop shows, I got 
the itch to perform again. I got up the nerve 
to take an introductory improv class at BNW's 
school. I instantly fell in love with it. After five 
levels of classes, I auditioned and was cast in 
the BNW's school show: Six Ring Circus. Years 
later I joined the Friday Night Stage Match 


troupe. After that show closed, I got onto a 
team for a show called Improv Happy Hour at 
the Phoenix Theater. 

Along with performing, I immersed myself 
in seeing shows at Brave New Workshop and 
Huge Theater in Minneapolis, as well as Sec- 
ond City in Chicago and Hollywood, and The 
Groundlings in L.A. I've always wondered, 
“What if I tried going to L.A. to pursue opportu- 
nities in the entertainment industry?" 


Chasing a Decisis 
On December 26, 2016, I packed up my 


clothes, my home office, and some other neces- 
sities, and made the trek out to sunny Califor- 
nia. The plan: sublease a furnished apartment 
for three months to pursue classes in sitcom 
writing, acting, and improvisational comedy. 
Sounds simple, right? Well, it wasn’t a quick de- 
cision by any stretch of the imagination. 

My original goal was to be in California by 
July 2016, but I always seemed to find ways to 
delay it. Making huge life decisions isn’t always 
easy. Finally, five months later, I was ready. I 
signed up for “Writing Your Sitcom Pitch Pack- 
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et" and “Writing Your Sitcom Spec Script" classes 
at Second City in Hollywood. After convincing 
myself that it could be a temporary move, I was 
excited for my decision. And, who wouldn't want 
to be in California during a brutal Minnesota win- 
ter? Am I right? 

My first writing class began at Second City in 
mid-January and shortly after I also started an act- 
ing class that focused specifically on auditioning 
for TV sitcoms. I dove in head-first. The sitcom 
writing class was very collaborative. My instruc- 
tor, a veteran TV writer has sold 25 sitcom pilots, 
of which two got produced. The 14 other students 
in the class had so many great ideas and provided 
constructive criticism throughout the process. 

My sitcom acting instructor was critical but 
experienced, and offered great critiques and feed- 
back. In each class, we would get a script, review 
it, record it on camera, and get feedback on how 
we did. The class was a great way to learn and 
understand the eight sitcom character types. 

In February I had new headshots taken and 
printed and submitted them to L.A. talent agents 
and casting directors. I also signed up for four 
casting services from which I get a flood of 
daily emails with new acting job postings. I sort 
through hundreds of TV, film, and commercial 
roles that best fit my age, characteristics, and 


strengths. Since I don't have an agent yet, I sub- 
mit for jobs on my own, which can be quite time- 
consuming. I attend ог self-tape around three or 
four auditions per week. It's actually quite amus- 
ing walking into a casting call and seeing 10 to 20 
other guys who eerily look a lot like you. 

'To date, I've landed quite a few auditions and 
call-backs, and I've gotten a handful of roles: two 
on crime reenactment shows (as a police officer 
and a murderer's brother) and one in a short film 
produced by American Film Institute students (as 
а Jewish son). 

Lately Гуе been going on a lot of auditions 
for nerd roles, which I'm hoping is foreshadow- 
ing and not typecasting or stereotyping. I like to 
joke that this may be my way of landing a role on 
Big Bang Theory (BBT casting directors: if you're 
reading this, I'm totally available). 

I have made some great connections here 
in my classes and in the acting gigs I've done. I 
can't go anywhere in this town without meeting 
someone who is "in the industry." There's great 
collaboration here between writers and actors. 
Many of the people I've talked to have all said the 
best way to be successful is to create your own 
content so you get full control of the production 
and can write yourself into roles you want to play. 
Iamin the process of writing outlines for a couple 
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That 


Cutdine 


Offering the only full service 
Thai catering in the city and a 


private party room for up to 50 


AWARD WINNING THAI 
CUISINE SINCE 1983 


Delivery • Catering • Full Bar 
• Private Room 


607 Washington Ave S • Downtown Mpls 
612-338-6451 
486 Robert St, Downtown St Paul 
651-528-7106 


LUNCHTIME ICEHOUSE 
DELIVERY EVERYWHERE ње a 2- 


2528 NICOLLET AVE SOUTH - 612.276.6523 
In by 10, there by noon. LUNCH, BRUNCH, DINNER AND LATE NIGHT + MUSIC 7 DAYS/WEEK 
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9:00-Midnight Sun. 


651 South Cleveland, St. Paul DRINK: Monday-Friday 2:30pm-6pm and 
651-698-0334 fax: 651-699-2303 Sunday 9pm-1am. $2 OFF all Tap Beers, 


Rail Drinks, and House Wines. 
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of sitcom ideas I have, as well as a feature film. 
I am also looking into stand up comedy classes. 
I have to say, this is quite exciting. Three 
months turned into four, then five, and I’m now 
on month six of splitting my time between L.A. 
and Minneapolis. I have also found a good bal- 
ance with my business. I continue to run it full- 
time from both L.A. and Minneapolis, and the 
transition has been exceptionally smooth. 


Get Your Game Oa 

Oh, I almost forgot, it wouldn’t be Hollywood 
without game shows, right? As a kid I used to 
pretend to be sick so I could watch shows like 
The Price is Right, 100,000 Dollar Pyramid, and 
Press Your Luck. Since I'm in game show central, 
it seems appropriate for me to try to get on some. 
I was on Let's Make a Deal in April of 2016 (win- 
ning a large gas grill), and since have applied or 
auditioned for Wheel of Fortune, The Wall, Hol- 
lywood Game Night, Pyramid, and most recently, 
Who Wants to be a Millionaire? A guy can dream 
of winning millions, can't he? I would even settle 
for a BRAND NEW CAR! 


Aflac Where Anything 


I love hearing the fairytale Hollywood suc- 


cess stories. They prove that anything can hap- 
pen, at any time, if you’re willing to take risks. 

I’m in awe as to how James Michael Tyler 
landed his supporting role as coffee shop man- 
ager Gunther on the show Friends. Tyler was 
a real-life barista at a small Hollywood coffee 
shop when one of his director friends called him 
to say, “Hey, do you want to come on and be in 
the background in a coffee shop? I would love 
you to just stand by the espresso machine and 
pretend like you're actually really working it, 
just so it would look authentic.” Eventually the 
show’s co-creator, Marta Kauffman, approached 
Tyler to say she created a character around him 
and that’s how he landed a key role on the show 
for 10 seasons. 

Even the A-list celebrities all had to start 
somewhere, from small guest roles and failed 
TV pilots, to zapping zits in Clearasil commer- 
cials. Kerry Washington got her Screen Actors 
Guild (SAG) card after appearing in an ABC Af 
terschool Special. Chris Pratt was 19 years old and 
living in a van in Maui, Hawaii, and waiting tables 
at Bubba Gump Shrimp Company when actress 
Rae Dawn Cong came to the restaurant to eat. 
She ended up casting Pratt in a never-released 
horror comedy she was directing and from there 
he landed a role on the teen drama Everwood. 
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Haskell’s Proudly Supports 
The Twin 1 Cities GLBT Community. 


Haskell's can help with your wedding receptions, bridal showers, summer 
parties or any celebration where wine, beer and spirits will be served. 


Bloomington - Chanhassen - Excelsior • Faribault + Maple Grove + Minneapolis • Minnetonka 
Plymouth • Saint Paul - Stillwater • White Bear Lake • Woodbury - haskells.com 


Haskell's 


The Wine Feople! 


Like us 


facebook.com/Lavender Magazine 


NOW SERVING 


HOT BREAKFAST 


EVERY DAY AT 8:00 AM 
DAILY SPECIALS. PATIO NOW OPEN! 


1668 SELBY AVE, ST. PAUL • 651.447.3729 
www.augustinesmn.com 


EVERYONE 
WELCOME 


4820 Chicago Ave S - Minneapolis 
~N Valet and Street Parking Available 


J Sunday: 10am - 10pm 
Monday - Thursday: 11am - 10pm 
| Friday and Saturday: 11am - 11pm 


HAPPY HOUR 


MONDAY-FRIDAY: 3-6 pm 
SUNDAY-THURSDAY: 9pm-CLOSE 


KARAOKE every Monday, 
E-3 Wednesday, and Friday! 


a 
2 > 


COMEDY SHOWS every Sunday at 7pm. 


BEST KEPT PATIO SECRET IN MINNEAPOLIS! 


From Cher to Jerry Seinfeld, everyone has been 
to Pepito’s, and you should too! 


www.blueplateco.com 18), Гое (is) а ri) т (Өй онор 
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My friends in L.A. give me a hard time for 


getting giddy whenever I spot a celebrity, but 
Tm not ashamed to admit it’s still a thrill for me. 
I was recently driving down Hollywood Boule- 
vard next to talk show host Jimmy Kimmel in 
his convertible VW Thing. It was just hours af- 
ter he taped his show where he talked about his 
newborn son's heart defect and the importance 
of health care. 

Another time I was walking with a friend 
and his dog when Wilson Cruz came up to pet 
the pooch and chat us up. Cruz is best known 
for his role as Rickie Vasquez on My So-Called 
Life. Admittedly, I didn't know who he was but 
my friend told me after the fact. 

Once, when on a tour of Paramount Studios, 
I told Lily Tomlin that I loved her (as one would 
do, right?). We were exiting the sound stage 
where her show Grace & Frankie is filmed as 
she pulled up in a golf cart. She was very sweet 
and said she loved me back (and I really think 
she meant it). 

I went to an amateur comedy night at a bar 
in March and the host announced they had a 
special guest comedian, none other than Ms. 
Wanda Sykes. She was great and I got to meet 
her. I've also seen a variety of stars out and 
about at various L.A. hangouts: the handsome 
Mark Valley (The Millionaires and Boston Le- 
gal), fellow nerdy-looking actor, James Bucatin- 
sky (Scandal), Jai Rodriguez (Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy), and popular club DJ, Cazwell. 

My first star-sighting will be forever in- 
grained in my mind as it was a doozy. I pulled 
up to a stoplight in West Hollywood and looked 
to the right only to spot adult film star, Ron Jer- 
emy. Let me tell you, there's no mistaking the 
five-foot-six man even though I've never seen 
one of his movies (honest!). (Writer's note: if 
you don't know who he is, DO NOT look him 
up — and if you do, don't say I didn’t warn you.) 


Being an adult in a new place isn't always 
easy; it's hard to make new friends in your 40s. 
I miss my Twin Cities friends and family ter- 
ribly but they've been very supportive during 
this new endeavor and thankfully I get to see 
them often. Plus, thanks to the magic of Face- 
book and texting I have been able to stay con- 
nected more now than I would've ever before. 

I am alone a lot, working and writing and 
studying scripts, but oddly I am not lonely. In- 
terestingly enough, I have found my indepen- 
dence here. I came to L.A. to push myself and 
discover what I can do, and so far I haven't been 
disappointed. I can't wait to write the script for 
the next chapter in my life. 
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BLOCK PARTY 


| 
| 100 BLOCK KING STREET | MADWOOFS. COM | 


MR, WISCONSIN] 22: mE 
LEATHER 2018 | 
UGUST 18-20 s 


SAY GOODBYE TO 2017 
MRWL PUP CHOMPER 


MRWL PARADE OF 
PARTICIPANTS 2018 


7 MRWL WINNER ANNOUNCED 
AUGUST 19TH, 8PM 


" PARADE Ей RALLY | ~ ~ 


ЗТЕР ЏР, SENSE: OUT, 


qm MRWLEVENT. CON -PROTECT LGBTQ RIGHTS 
FACEBOOK: MRWISCONSINLEATHER WW W.LGBTOUTREACH.ORG 


EA Book your room now at our host hotel: tinyurl.com/WOOF SPRIDE17 ABSOLUT. ISTHMUS us bank. E RIBUTORS 


TO VISITING L.A. 


Looking to visit Los Angeles? Here are 
some suggestions of how to make your trip 
complete. 


TAKE A HIKE: 


Hit one of the area's many hiking trails. Prob- 
ably the most popular path is at Runyon Can- 
yon, a 130-acre park two blocks from Hollywood 
Boulevard. The site offers amazing views of the 
Hollywood sign, downtown L.A., and, on a clear 
day, the ocean. If you were a fan of the show 
M*A*S*H*, head to Malibu Creek State Park 
where you can see where episodes were filmed, 
complete with some leftover prop vehicles and 
the famous wooden directional sign. 


DINE & DRINK: 

If you're a fan of reality TV, Lisa Vander- 
pump's PUMP and SUR restaurants should be 
on your list. You might bump into big-name ce- 
lebrities at both, but you're guaranteed to see the 
realty stars of Vanderpump Rules at SUR. Another 
place where you should try to get reservations is 
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A MIDWESTERNER'S GUIDE 


CATCH in West Hollywood. The stars flock to this 
new L.A. hot spot to be seen. On any given night 
you'll find a gaggle of paparazzi perched outside 
waiting to capture the next high-profile diner. For 
amazing night time views of the Hollywood Hills 
(aka homes none of us could ever afford), head 
to the rooftop bars at EP/LP or the The Roof on 
Wilshire. 


ROAD TRIP: 

Don’t be afraid of traffic and driving in L.A. 
There are a lot of ways to avoid the freeways. If 
you want to explore the coast and wine country, 
head up the Pacific Coast Highway through Mal- 
ibu where you can watch surfers catching waves; 
you may even spot а celebrity surfing or shopping 
at one of the town’s little corner stores. I spotted 
Hillary Swank and her pooch outside a store at 
a Malibu strip mall. Then travel further north to 
the central coast wine country to do wine tastings 
in beautiful Santa Barbara and the charming Dan- 
ish village of Solvang, complete with windmills 
and eclectic little shops. 


Breezy Point Resort 


only all-inclusive vacation 
Enjoy their wide choice 
options, great food in four 


Minnesota's 
destination. 
of lodging 
distinctively 


different restaurants, golf one of the 
three spectacular courses, Serenity Spa, 
Coffee House, live entertainment in the 
lounge with Elvis, Neil Diamond, Johnny 
Cash, and Frank Sinatra tributes on the 
Dockside Deck...and let's not forget crystal 


clear, sandy Pelican Lake. 
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"Addictive to watch, and throughout 


there are.glimpses of luxuriant motion." 
4 M i 


“...опе птоз! Б transported by theikinetic power 
of the тиѕ@ аг and languorous m@vement.” 


RIVERTOWSINN 
WWW.RWERTOAVNINN.COM 
STILDWATER MN 
651-43 0-2955, 


АС 


HOTELS 


MARRIOTT. 


STYLISH HOTEL 
FORTHE URBAN 
TRAVELER 


SUNDAY 
JUNE 25TH 
8:30-1 1:00AM 


DJ & DRINK SPECIALS 


401 HENNEPIN AVE 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 

RIGHT ACROSS FROM THE GAY 90'S 
(612) 338-0700 
WWW.MARRIOTT.COM/MSPAR 


LUNDS&BYERLYS 


Downtown Minneapolis • 1201 Hennepin Ave. • 612.379.5040 


НЇТ ТНЕ ВЕАСН: 


Start in Venice Beach which is home to an 
eclectic group of people, artisans, and the world- 
famous Muscle Beach. Try your hand at outdoor 
weightlifting, gymnastic apparatuses, or sand vol- 
leyball...or enjoy watching others do it. Rent a 
bike or take a walk up the beach to Santa Monica 
Pier and 3rd Street Promenade to enjoy restau- 
rants, shops, and fun people-watching. And, if you 
want breath-taking views of the ocean, head south 
along the coast to Laguna Beach. 


TAKE IN EVENTS: 


If you can make it happen, I highly recom- 
mend taking in the Rose Bowl Parade on New 
Years Day. It's great to see on TV and even more 
amazing to see in person; I had goosebumps. АП 
summer and fall there's always a show at the Hol- 
lywood Bowl. Lastly, Google *Hollywood movie 
premiers" and you may be able to catch the stars 
arriving for the next big blockbuster on Holly- 
wood Boulevard. 


STAY: 


L..A hotels can be pretty pricey; in West Hol- 
lywood, Hollywood, or downtown L.A., plan to 
spend at least $400 per night on a room. The alter- 
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ADVENTURE 


native is to find a nice Airbnb or VRBO space. If 
уоште looking for a fun nightlife scene, settle into 
West Hollywood. There’s a bar along Santa Mon- 
ica Boulevard for everyone's taste. What's nice 
about West Hollywood is it's very walkable or a 
cheap Uber ride to great bars and restaurants on 
both Santa Monica and Sunset Boulevards. Or, if 
you're more inclined to stay by the beach, check 
out Santa Monica or Venice, both have their own 
appeal. 


PLAY PAPARAZZI: 


You're likely to spot celebs literally anywhere 
in L.A.. I've run into them at the airport, at movie 
studios, walking down the sidewalk, driving next 
to me, and at comedy clubs. You just have to keep 
your eyes peeled because you never know where 
they might pop up. 

For more ideas, visit www.discoverlosangeles. 
com 


Todd Pernsteiner grew up in north-central 
Wisconsin and after living the past 19 years in 
the Twin Cities, now splits his time between Los 
Angeles and Minneapolis. You can follow Todd's 
adventures on Instagram: (dtoddpern or at 
www.mostlyfunnytodd.com. 


ШШ 


CTC is PROUD to welcome people of all ability, ethnicity, 
economic status, sexual orientation and gender identity. 


childrenstheatre.org | 612.874.0400 
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unique. funky. affordable. 
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RECTOR 
fetus 


Franklin + 4th · 612.870.9300 · www.efetus.com 


Visit our 26 historic sites and museums 
around the state—from Historic Fort Snelling 
and Minnesota History Center in the 


metro, to Split Rock Lighthouse and 
Jeffers Petrogylphs in greater Minnesota. 


015. 


Explore Minnesota's 
stories, collections, 
family records, and more 
at mnhs.org. 
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4 1 NEM = | t er ағ ickets and a full calendar of events 


Join MNHS and receive 
FREE regular admission 

at our sites, all year. 

It's the best deal in history! 


MNHS Premier Partners: 


e MNHS.ORG ° 1-844-MNSTORY охо п 05. 
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YOUR GLBT WELCOMING a 


Minneapolis | North Loop 
Lighting Store 6 Showroom 
Accessories | Home Décor | Fans 
ww w.lappinlighting.com 


| % 
FREE DELIVERY - PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 


FREE WINE TASTING A. FREE BEER TASTING 
FRI 4-8PM SAT 3-7PM | EVERY TUE 4-8PM 


NORTH LOOP 


MEN 


NORTHLOOP WINE.COM · 612-330-9393 


218 WASHINGTON AVENUE NORTH MINNEAPOLIS MINN 55401 


"а 
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russell+hazel® 


Happy National Pride Month 
from russell+hazel. Proud 
to celebrate with you! 


219 2nd St. N, Suite 106 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 


www.russellandhazel.com 


FUR 

LEATHER 

SHEARLING 
1 CASHMERE 
1 DOWN 


IBNICK 


224 NORTH FIRST STREET 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 
612-332-4321 
www.RibnickOuterwear.com 


YOUR FIRST WEEK IS FREE FREE PARKING IN BACK 1 JDHOYTS.COM 
На ЕМ CON 213 Washington Ave М. Minneapolis « (612)-676-0696 s (612) 338-1560 


e 
mitreboxframing.com 301 N Washington Ave. 


уши MENU 


NOW AVAILABLE |: 


FISH TACOS - SZECHUAN GREEN BEANS 
SOUTHWEST EGG ROLLS - CAPRESE SALAD 
MORE THAN 50 ORIGINS ee CABLE: 


DARBY'S PUB & GRILL 
3-4-5 HAPPY HOUR- SPORTING EVENTS 
PRIVATE EVENTS - FUNDRAISERS 
CATERING - DELIVERY 
315 5rH AVEN- 612.746.5064 
WWW.DARBYSMPLS.COM 


NAOMI GOODSIR PARFUMS 


Interior design, fine home furnishings and beautiful men's apparel. 


Experience for yourself the classic and the contemporary, brought artfully together. 


MARTINPATRICK2 


THE NORTH LOOP | MPLS | 612-746-5329 
MARTINPATRICK3.COM 


ALCHEM' MITREBOX Am 1 
FRAMING & GIFTS - i | 
Locally Owned, 
Love It? Frame It! Nationally Known 


blac k S h ee р JEROMEO.COM/BOGOMASSAGE 


ыы a COAL HR E DARI Z Z^ 
/ % А Alliance Francaise, 


Takle. forEveryone: 


Your French cultural 
center, your French 


NORTH LOOP 612.342.2625 | EAT STREET 612.886.1233 | ST PAUL 651. 27. 4331 
600 WASHINGTON AVE N 2550 NICOLLET AVE S 512 N ROBERT ST AllianceFrancaise 


blacksheeppizza.com Mpls/St Paul 
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Education * Experience * Excellence 
.. With a smile! 


Jaime Davis, MD, FAAD Nadine Miller, M.P.A.S., PA-C Angela Rohland, C-FNP 


Mayo Trained, Board Certified, Physician Assistant in Dermatology Dermatology Nurse Practitioner 
Award Winning Dermatologist 


• Appointments within ONE week • All major insurance accepted 
• Fully licensed and credentialed providers 


( с 
CARIBBEANJCUISINE 


3761 Bloomington Ave. S. • MPLS • 612.724.3088 
www.marlascuisine.com 


Uptown Row, Suite 208 • 1221 W. Lake Street • Minneapolis, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 • www.UptownDermatology.com 
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JENNIFER L. PRADT 


Criminal Defense Lawyer 


18 Years Experience: DWI/DUI, Felonies and Misdemeanors 
Active member of the Lavender Bar Association and OutFront Minnesota 


History of representing GLBT clients with compassion and understanding 
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
651-235-6280 


30* TRIALS * ALL MINNESOTA COUNTIES 
ASSAULT * DRUGS * TRAFFIC • SEX CRIMES • THEFT 


EXPERIENCE MATTERS 


4501 Minnetonka Blvd. Suite 100 | St. Louis Park, MN 55416 


www.jlpdefense.com 


Pride Presents 


Tig Notar 


June 22 (8pm: 
State Te | 


with special guest 
Fortune Feimster 


ADELTA & 


Tickets on sale now! ШТ»... 
Pp 


Twin Cities THE TWIN CITIES 


ANTIQUARIAN & RARE 


:& BOOK FAIR WELCOMES 
Rare Book Fair VEN рер READERS TO 


OUR 27TH ANNUAL FAIR, 
JUNE 30 & JULY 1ST! 


WE HAVE A GREAT LINEUP OF SPEAKERS WHO WILL PRESENT TALKS 
AND OFFER BOOKS FOR SALE, INCLUDING: 


• The Quatrefoil Library, whose mission is to provide a welcoming place to foster GLBT 
community, culture, and camaraderie through literature and media. 


* The Minneapolis Athenaeum, which acquires and preserves rare books & manuscripts and 
makes them available to the public. 


• Twin Cities Sisters in Crime, which provides information and resources for writers, 
readers, librarians, booksellers, and teachers. 


* Minnesota Center for Book Arts will bring a tabletop press and print fair keepsakes. 


• During Discovery Day attendees are invited to bring up to four of their own books to be 
appraised by an expert. 


Mus 


PRIDE 


TWIN CITIES 
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WHY A TRIP TO THE TIP OF CAPE COD IS A MUST 


Provincetown, The Canteen. Photos by Mike Marcotte 


Provincetown, Massachusetts holds a pivotal part in America’s his- 
tory. It was there that pilgrims made their first landing (yep, not Plym- 
outh) back in 1620. In the 20th century, it served as a getaway for the 
LGBT community. Its role was to be a town where individuals could be 
themselves without judgement. 

Today, Provincetown — commonly called Ptown — is a melting pot 
of all sexual orientations and cultures. And it’s hard to find another place 
like it. Here are my top ten tips for planning a perfect trip to the tip of 
Cape Cod. 


Go between Labor Day and Halloween. 

Provincetown is expensive. During peak season months of June 
through August, rooms can cost upwards of $750 a night. Plus, many 
hotels require a two- or three-night stay. 

To save cash, business owners recommend visiting between mid- 
September and Halloween. The cost of a hotel room drops considerably, 
and it'll be easier for you to get a table for dinner. And bonus: it's still 
warm. 

Another option: New Year's Eve. Efforts by Ptown community 
leaders to create buzz during the winter can't be ignored, with special 
events and a handful of restaurants and bed and breakfasts open year- 
round. Ptown's average high in December is 40-45 degrees, resulting 
in a warm(er) weather destination for Minnesotans. You'll want to plan 
a New Year's trip well in advance, as many places do close off-season. 

If you're looking for a summer getaway, check out the list of Ptown's 
various themed weeks, ranging from a women of color festival in June to 
bear week in July. Many Provincetown residents told me the best week 
is their Pride celebration, Carnival. The mid-August event attracts nearly 
90,000 visitors, which is quite impressive considering only 3,000 people 
live in Ptown year-round. 


Your priority should be finding a place to sleep. 

Bed and breakfast spots are common. I stayed at the Secret Garden 
Inn, located in the epicenter of Provincetown. It was my first B&B expe- 
rience, and it was refreshing to have a quiet spot to recharge. The own- 
ers, Chip and his partner, David, start you off with breakfast (score!) and 
plenty of restaurant recommendations. And I quickly became acquainted 
with the other houseguests who were happy to give suggestions. 

Boutique hotels are scattered about, most with fewer than 40 rooms. 
8 Dyer, located in Ptown's East End, boasts a modern flair. See if you 
can get the corner room on the second level; it has a jacuzzi in the loft. 

The Brass Key was the swankiest of hotels I visited. It has a Palm 
Springs vibe, where outdoor courtyards are common. It would be easy 
to spend a whole day on the property. 

If you're traveling with a group, consider renting a condo or house. 
Airbnb and VRBO have options. 

Noteworthy: there's no way for you to use your HiltonHonors points 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 80 => 
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to get а room in Provincetown. Chain 

stores, or "formula businesses” 

as they're legally referred to, are 

banned. And it's not just hotels: you 

won't find chain restaurants or big- 

box retailers, either. The Ben & 

Jerrys on Commercial Street was 
grandfathered in to the law. 

When plotting where you want to stay, MacMillan Pier and the 

J U L Y ] ] center of Ptown are located around 310 Commercial Street. Be 

aware that a block in Ptown is not like a block in your neighbor- 

hood. To get from 300 to 400 Commercial Street, it's nearly a third 

М О R T H R O P of a mile. Most of the action is from 160 to 400 Commercial Street. 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT The bars close at 1 a.m., but the party doesn’t end then. 

THE NORTHROP BOX OFFICE, 4. in Ptown close at 1 a.m. but for those wanting to party 

past then, no worries. 

E Ан 5 ET [| è ) же 45 After bar close, you'll find an overflow of people looking for a 

4 late-night slice at Spiritus Pizza, located near many of the gay bars. 

'The slices are big and only a couple dollars. When the weather co- 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW operates, the party moves out onto their front steps where people 

watching is prime. 
And when I asked Ptown residents about the nightlife, multiple 


frue) guys told me you'll find an after party somewhere. They're not pub- 
FRANC f if D | АМ АЁ O 5 5 ENDEAVORS licized, 50 ask around. 
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Contact Us! 
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Experience Ptown from (or near) the water. 

'The main drag in Ptown, Commercial Street, has plenty to offer, but 
don't forget to head out and enjoy the beauty of Cape Cod. 

A dune tour was a highlight of my trip. Art's Dune Tours, an LGBT- 
owned company, has guided excursions out to the Cape Cod National 
Seashore for over 70 years. You'll be part of a small group (up to eight) 
in an SUV with a tour guide who will point out the untouched beauty of 
the land, which was dedicated by President John Е Kennedy in 1961. 
The sunset tour is well worth the $49 fee. Your tour guide will pack you 
a camping chair and Mother Nature provides the entertainment. Make 
sure your phone is charged to cap- 
ture the stunning views of sunset on 
the shores of the Atlantic Ocean. 

When the water heats up, you'll 
find kayak and paddleboard rent- 
als along the shore. Explore on 
your own, take a guided tour, or 
join a class. 

Another way to get out on the 
water: a whale watching tour. It was 
my first time going on one, and it 
was the most touristlike activity I 
went on during this trip. The guide 
on the Dolphin Fleet was knowledge- 
able, but the path whales take is un- 
predictable, meaning it's a risk as to 
whether you'll see many whales and 


г 7 


2839 White Bear Ave. N Maplewood, MN 5. 
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snap a photo of a humpback to make your Facebook friends envious. The 
$47 ticket price is steep for what I saw and the overall entertainment value. 


Pack good walking shoes. 

Virtually the last thing you need in Ptown is a car, because it's incred- 
ibly easy to navigate the city by foot. Commercial Street is jam-packed with 
food, shopping, and bars for about a mile. Parking along Commercial is 
scarce and it's a one-way, narrow street with lots of pedestrians. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 84 
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HISTORY MUSEUM 
YOUR HISTORY. YO SEUM. 
2303 THIRD AVENUE SOUTH 
MINNEAPOLIS) МІМ/55404 
612 870-1 
hennepinhistory.org 


Arts-forward mini golf, bars, restaurant, 
and stages where anything is possible and... 


EVERYONES WELCOME 


755 PRIOR AVE П = ST. PAUL, MN 55104 = cancanwonderland.com 
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September 16-17, 2017 
Mayo Civic Center, Rochester 
Multi-faith and affirming; workshops, 
exhibits, dialogue and celebration. 


REGISTER TODAY: . 
www.womenandspirituality.org 


TCGMC celebrates 50 years since the Summer of Love 
with a return engagement of The Beatles! Revisit audience 
favorites from our 2015 concert Here Comes the Sun like 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 
BUSINESS LAW 
EMPLOYMENT LAW 
Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building | 10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 


Chorus: 612-339-7664 


h Revolution, Imagine and With a Little Help from My Friends. 


Take a deeper dive into the Lennon/McCartney songbook 
with new songs - from their early days to the imaginative 
White Album. 


The Beatles provided the soundtrack for the tumultuous 
'60s — from the protest movements to the love-ins. "You 
say you want a Revolution?" We say, "Imagine all the 
people, living life in peace." Now more than ever, it's time 
to revisit the timeless music of The Beatles. 


U'of.M Tickets Я Events: 
612-624-2345 or tickets.umn.edu 


Adults: $25-$53 • 12-& Under; 50% off 


f 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 83 


ui 


Provincetown. Strangers & Saints. 8 Dyer. Sunset. 


Wooded bike trails connect the city to the National Seashore, so if 
you're looking to head up there, a handful of businesses will rent you a 
bike for the day (check out Arnold's Bikes located near the pier). 

From Boston, it's about a two-and-a-half hour drive to Ptown via US 
6 (it runs from the end of Cape Cod all the way to the California coast). 
But driving is not recommended, noting traffic can be brutal, especially 
in the summer. The best bet: the Fast Ferry. Bay State Cruise Company 
offers 90-minute trips from Boston to Ptown multiple times a day during 
their season, which runs mid-May through mid-October. The $88 round- 
trip price is well worth avoiding the hassle of driving, and there's a bar 
on-board. 

Another way to travel to Provincetown: Cape Air. You'll be able to 
board their small aircraft in Boston for the 20-minute flight. But be ad- 
vised, a one-way ticket is commonly more expensive than a round-trip 
Fast Ferry. 


Eat as much as you can. 

'The most common question when I got back from Provincetown was, 
“What did you eat?” From seafood to burgers, the locally owned, inde- 
pendent restaurants in Ptown offer a wide variety of food. 

The Lobster Pot is the most kitschy restaurant I dined at, but the 
food gets high remarks. Ask to sit on "the top of the pot" to get a pan- 
oramic view of the shore. Try the seafood fettuccine or the Portuguese 
fish (Portugal has an influence in Provincetown going back centuries). 

Strangers & Saints, located on the East End of Commercial Street, 
is where you'll find Ptown's locals after ending a work shift. Their craft 
cocktail list is impressive, many named after historic events in the city's 
past. They serve food late-night, too, which isn't common. The roasted 
eggplant with tahini sauce was a highlight. 

On the West End, Cafe Heaven serves up a tasty lobster hash with 
poached eggs for breakfast. 

Throughout the trip, I asked people where to eat, and kept getting 
the same answer: The Canteen. Owned by a former newspaper jour- 
nalist, Rob, and his partner, Loic, the restaurant has a walk-up counter 
serving up lobster rolls receiving high praise. I had a fried oyster roll 
served on perfectly toasted thick-cut bread. Delicious. Hidden gem: 
take your food and eat behind the restaurant where you'll find a com- 
munal table (you got to know it's there because it's hard to spot from 
the street). Loic is expanding that area (on the seashore, by the way) 
to include a fire pit and additional seating. In the winter, they turn it 
into a Christmas village. 

And there are plenty of snacks up and down Commercial Street. 
Check out the Penny Patch; they've made fudge on-site for decades. 
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Pack for any situation. Seriously. 

You'll want to strategically plan for what you'll wear. Definitely bring shoes 
you're comfortable walking in. During the whale watching tour, I wished I 
had packed gloves, because I quickly found out it gets really cold when you're 
cruising the Atlantic at 23 miles per hour. For the sunset dune tour, I was glad 
I grabbed a sweatshirt and would have enjoyed a fourth layer. 


Bring cash. Lots of cash. 

I hate paying additional ATM fees. My bank already charges me, 
so when an independent ATM wants me to pay another $3, I get bitter. 
From what I noticed, Bank of America is the only national bank with 
an ATM along Commercial Street. My advice: bring cash, and take out 
more than you think you'll need. Ptown is becoming increasingly expen- 
sive, and since it operates as a seasonal destination, you'll find places 
operating cash-only. 


Explore the gay nightlife. 

Provincetown is a thriving culture for the gay community. 

Тће Crown & Anchor boasts a hotel, restaurant, cabaret, and various 
bars. It's home to Miss Richfield 1981 during the summer and draws 
plenty of big acts including Leslie Jordan and Margaret Cho. 

The Boatslip Beach Club is home to Tea Dance, a daily outdoor dance 
party right on the oceanfront. It's definitely worth paying cover to get in. 

The Atlantic House (or A-House) claims to be one of the oldest gay 
bars in America. Late night, their Little Bar opens up to become a full 
dance floor. Upstairs is the Macho Bar, a leather-friendly spot. Heads up: 
the A-House is cash only. 

The Gifford House, known as The Porch Bar, is an oasis for locals 
and is home to a piano bar. 


Say hello to strangers. 

Remember those who live in Provincetown are the ones serving your 
dinner and also the same people dancing next to you at A-House. Be friendly 
and introduce yourself. I received my best recommendations from them. 

Commercial Street is perfect for people watching. If you're looking to 
mingle, take your eyes off your phone and make eye contact with pass- 
ersby. Chances are you'll see them again, and you never know how the 
night will end. ш 


Find more on Mike's Ptown trip on the Lavender website. He is sharing more 
photos and advice on Twitter. Follow (àmike marcotte. Thanks to the City of 
Provincetown and the Provincetown Business Guild for their assistance. The 
Business Guild has an elaborate guide on navigating Ptown. Connect with 
them at www.ptown.org. 


Dinner's On Us! 


FOR ANY PERFORMANCE 
Valid through February 17, 2018 
Promo Code: SALAV17 

Must purchase by September 1, 2017* 


Grease 


Buy Today! 


R 
[ча 
Бач 


“This Grease 
is ‘THE ONE 
THAT I 
WANT!” , 


: 3 
“Subject to availability. 
Not valid on previously 


purchased tickets. 
Emit of 12. Not valid with 
Seen other offers. Other 

2: 7) “есігісііоп< may apply. 


hanhasser 
| # 


952.934.1525 ChanhassenDT.com 


Kasano Миа! 


Almost Paradise Legends of Country Hilarious! 
1984 Prom Night Ее, Phil Thompson. 
June 9 & 10 July 14 “ ы 


The Divas of Disco 
Pre by Lori Dokken 


p July 21 P 


ThesSong Rem 
the S 


Forever Everly 


A Tribute to the Great Duets 
Made Famous by 
The Everly Brothers 


June 16 772 


ТТЫ 
M 


EDY CABARET 


Jeff Dayton Salutes Bonny Jame ће нап of FARES Comedy variety show 
Glen Campbell Does Zeppelin every Friday and 
June 23 27 July28 & 29 Saturday night 


Pride 2011 
* 


RENT: 20TH 


ANNIVERSARY TOUR 


Through June 11 

Orpheum Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

800-982-2787 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 


Hard to believe, but it has been 20 years 
since Rent blew the lid off musical theater. 
In 1996, Jonathan Larson's rock musical 
integrated racial diversity, HIV/AIDS, various 
sexual orientations, addiction, and economic 
stratification into a show unlike any Broadway 
had ever seen. Larson passed away abruptly 
from an aortic dissection on the morning of 
the day Rent opened for its first Off-Broadway 
preview performance. Three months later 
it would open on Broadway and run for a 
smashing 12 years. Larson would go on to be 
awarded posthumously the Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama and Tony Awards for Best Musical, 
Best Book of a Musical, and Best Original 
Score. Rent was inspired to great degree by 
the opera La Воћете by Giacomo Puccini. 
'Though the movie is wonderful, Кет is espe- 
cially powerful as presented live on stage. 


PIKE ST. 


Through June 18 

Pillsbury House Theatre, 3501 Chicago 
Ave. S, Minneapolis 

612-825-0459 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Nijala Sun wrote the solo play No Child, 
which Sonja Parks wowed audiences with at 
Pillsbury House in recent years. Now, Sun her- 
self is here from the east coast and is the solo 
actor on stage with her own highly acclaimed 
solo play, Pike St., at Pillsbury House. As a 


Private Lives. Photo by Rebecca Huisken 


SPOTLIGHT 


Gu, poker Tow ws end 


Rent: 20th Anniversary Tour. Photo by Carol Rosegg 


hurricane threatens New York, mother Evelyn 
must find protection for her disabled teen- 
age daughter. Evelyn’s brother is serving in 
Afghanistan and sends her money to help her 
out. However, throughout the piece, Sun por- 
trays numerous characters reflecting on the 
emergency at hand, as well as considerations 
about race, immigration, and the inordinate 
power of big power companies. 
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PRIVATE LIVES 
Through June 25 
Theatre in the Round Players, 245 Cedar 
Ave., Minneapolis 
612-333-3010 
www.theatreintheround.org 

Noel Coward (1899-1973) is one of the em- 
blematic gay playwrights and entertainment 
figures of the 20th century. His highbrow wit 
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epitomizes high class British sophistication 
and shines at its most dazzling in Private Lives 
(1930). Coward's elegance and high-class 
flourish gave us some of the most clever word- 
play in the English language, clearly standing 
on the shoulders of another legendary gay 
sophisticate, Oscar Wilde. 

At Theatre in the Round director Dann 
Peterson points out that “there has been some 
speculation that certain aspects of Private 
Lives symbolize homosexuality, and some 
people say the piece is rife with gay innuendo; 
although there is no explicit reference to 
homosexuality in the script. Coward has his 
characters use a great deal of exaggeration in 
the play, illustrating the ‘camp’ sensibility often 
associated with homosexuality. It is also ex- 
pressed in the play through the dialogue about 
what is ‘normal.’ Amanda (Rachel Postle) in- 
sists that 'very few people are completely 
normal, deep down in their private lives.' 

One could interpret that as meaning there is 
no such thing as ‘normal’ sexuality — thus 
condoning experimentation and irregularity, 
at least of that period of time — including 
homosexuality.” 

Peterson adds, “Both the characters 
of Amanda and Elyot (Joe Rux) are rather 
androgynous, not fitting into the societal 
expectations of how a husband and wife 
should behave to each other, at least in 1930. 
Neither of them conform to what their new 
spouse’s expectations might be. ‘Certainly 
you would like a little quiet womanliness after 
Amanda,’ Sibyl (Dani Pazurek) quips to Elyot. 
Victor (Rick Lamers) is appalled at the rather 
masculine beliefs of morality of his new bride, 
Amanda. Elyot and Amanda both possess an 
‘alternative’ sort of moralism which some 
critics say can be defined as including homo- 
sexuality. Coward’s own homosexuality may 
influence many of these theories.” 

Stephanie Gleeson plays the juicy role of 
the French-speaking maid. Peterson is always 
a sure hand when it comes to directing classic 


SPOTLIGHT 


plays, just as Theatre in the Round rates as 
one of the region’s best ongoing producers of 
the classics. 


FLY BY NIGHT: A NEW 
ROCK MUSICAL 

Through July 23 

Jungle Theatre, 2951 Lyndale Ave. 
Minneapolis 

612-822-7063 
www.jungletheater.com 


Favorites from the local music scene are 
in full form in the Jungle’s summer rock fable 
and 2015 Drama Desk nominee for Best Musi- 
cal, Fly By Night. Chris Koza stars in the lead 
role and John Munson of the New Standards 
and Semisonic plays in the house band on 
bass. Other notables include guitarist Dan 
Schwartz, Jeremy Ylvisaker, and music direc- 
tor Mark Christine on keyboards. Early rock 
‘n’ roll, folk-like guitar, classic musical comedy 
music style, and the rock theatrical tradition 
are blended into the aesthetic conjured by 
its original creators, Will Connolly, MIchael 
Mitnick, and Kim Rosenstock. 

Koza plays a New York sandwich maker 
caught between two sisters (Royer Bockus 
and Leah Anderson) from North Dakota 


An American In Paris. Photo by Matthew Murphy 


during the northeast blackout in 1965. Fly By 
Night is perhaps the most notable touchstone 
about that unnerving event since the 1968 
film, Where Were You When the Lights Went 
Out? and its silky theme song by The Letter- 
men. 

Jim Lichtscheidl plays the narrator, having 
recently returned from London’s West End 
where he played a major role in Nice Fish 
opposite Oscar-winner Mark Rylance. Joshua 
James Campbell, known for his memorable 
performance in Jungle’s The Glass Menager- 
ie, and James Detmar, who gave a hard-edged 
performance in the Ordway’s recent West Side 
Story, round out the cast. 


AN AMERICAN IN PARIS 
June 13-18 

Ordway Center, 345 Washington St. 
St. Paul 

651-224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


An American in Paris won six Oscars 
including Best Picture of 1951. Its music 
and lyrics by George and Ira Gershwin, with 
additional music by Saul Chaplin, are among 
the most beloved of film musicals. The recent 
smash hit musical film, La La Land, compares 
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to An American in Paris because of its simple 
love story that champions romance in a major 
world city. That itself seems to point to the 
reality that love and romance are as perennial 
as the grass. Therefore, it makes sense that 
An American in Paris, originally created for 
the screen, should be adapted for the stage. 
Hard to believe it took over 60 years! 

In 2015 An American in Paris was the most- 
awarded new stage musical winning four Tony 
Awards, and (not surprisingly) Christopher 
Wheeldon won Best Choreography. If you've 
seen the Vincente Minnelli film starring Gene 
Kelly, you get an idea of just how beautifully 
demanding the dance challenges are. The show 
and film have notable contrasts between vocals 
and orchestral music. The former includes 
unforgettable tunes such as “Т Got Rhythm," 

“5 Wonderful," and “But Not For Me." The 
latter includes “Concerto in F" and “Second 
Rhapsody/Cuban Overture." If you think you 
don't know these tunes, you may be mistaken. 
They are part of our cultural fabric despite all of 
society's ups and downs over the past half cen- 
tury plus. Just further proof that An American 
in Paris still speaks to timeless themes. 

Moreover, how synchronistic that the man 
who wrote the book for the musical was born 
in 1951. Craig Lucas is known to musical buffs 
for his 2005 smash, The Light in the Piazza, for 
which he was Tony-nominated for his book, just 
as he would come to be Tony-nominated for his 
An American in Paris book. Lavender readers 
may recognize Lucas's name because his gay 
and bisexually oriented dramas The Dying Gaul 
and Small Tragedy were named among the 
magazine's 10 best productions in years past. 


SUNDAY IN THE PARK WITH 
GEORGE 

June 17-Aug. 20 

Guthrie Theater, 818 S 2nd St. 
Minneapolis 

612-377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Randy Harrison is a popular figure in queer 
entertainment because of his role in Show- 
time's Queer As Folk series. He was also in Min- 
neapolis last year in a beguiling performance 
as the Emcee in the national tour of Cabaret 
and played Boq in Wicked on Broadway. How- 
ever, local theater audiences actually know him 
better as young Tom Wingfield in the Guthrie's 
2007 revival of The Glass Menagerie. 

Harrison is back on the Guthrie boards 
in artistic director Joe Haj's summer musical 
offering, in Sondheim and Lapine's Sunday 
in the Park With George. He plays the role of 
French Pointillist painter George Seurat origi- 
nated in the 1984 Broadway production by 
Mandy Patinkin. The dynamic Erin Mackey, 


SPOTLIGHT 


The Pirates of Penzance. Photo by Brian Geving 


5 


x 


who threw the proverbial mirror up to the 
audience in Haj's revival of South Pacific last 
year, will play the musical's other major role, 
Dot, Seurat's model and lover. 

Sunday in the Park with George was innova- 
tive in musical theater in 1984. Conceptually it 
took risks that few Broadway productions ever 
have. And it's principal conceit is still very 
powerful: Seurat's 1884 painting, А Sunday on 
La Grande Jatte, is the visual image that the 
musical's story attunes to. Artistic obsession 
and patterns between the present and the past 
are explored to fascinating effect. 

Lavender Theater Artist of 2016, Sasha An- 
dreev, and Christine Toy Johnson, named Best 
Supporting Musical Actress for South Pacific, 
are part of an ensemble that includes other 
Lavender Bests from years past: Ann Michels 
and T. Michael Rambo. Other musical talents 
include David Darrow, Cat Brindisi, and Max 
Wojtanowicz. 
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THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE 
June 22-25 
Raspberry Island, 2 Wabasha St., St. Paul 
www.onevoicemn.org 

On Pride weekend One Voice Mixed Cho- 
rus, Minnesota’s GLBTA Chorus, presents a 
gender-bending take on the popular Gilbert 
and Sullivan opera directed by Gary Briggle. 
It features a lesbian pirate king and a swarthy 
sailor crew that arrives by speedboat on the 
Mississippi River. Eyebrows may go up when 
we meet the Major General’s daughters. 

Anita McColley plays the Pirate King. Jo- 
selyn Fear plays Major-General Stanley along 
with Brock Metzger as Frederic and Samuel 
Baker as Mabel. The production is free admis- 
sion, although it is suggested that you still 
contact the website to reserve a space. Bring 
a lawn chair and gussy yourself up in your 
pirate costume. Audience members will be 
encouraged to celebrate and to chow down on 
delicious food truck selections. ш 
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Local musician Chastity Brown brings 
the soul to rock ‘n’ roll in her new al- 
bum Silhouette of Sirens, which released 
on June 2. Written two years ago, Silhou- 
ette of Sirens delves deep into Brown's emo- 
tions. “I was going through a really dark 
depression. There were wounds from my 
past that felt as though they had burst open 
unexpectedly. During this time I was writ- 
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ing a lot of material, and I slowly began to realize that what was going 
on with me made me highly sensitive to other people's struggles and the 
moments in life that break us and heal us," says Brown. 

Brown grew up in a musical family, so it's no wonder that her new al- 
bum is bursting with talent and passion for the art of music-making. With 
a jazz/blues singing, pianist, trombone-playing father, pianist sister, and a 
brother involved in the marching band playing tenor saxophone, Brown 
grew up surrounded by music. “I think the obsession with music really 
began when I was twelve. I started playing the saxophone. Each night I 
would tuck it into bed beside me the way a kid would with a Barbie doll or 
action figure. When I got my first acoustic guitar at age 15, I subbed it out 
for the saxophone and the rest is history," Brown says. 

Her new album features tracks like “Wake Up,” “Drive Slow,” “Car- 
ried Away,” and “Whisper” and combines rock, soul, folk, and R&B 
through all of its melodies. Brown describes the album as a collection of 
memories both lived and imagined. While some tracks reflect on pain- 
ful personal experiences, others are inspired by other people’s lives and 
potential sexual/romantic relationships. The hardships presented in Sil- 
houette of Sirens embrace the political by covering topics of identity and 
belonging. “Just by me being a bi-racial, half-black, half-white woman 
living in America right now is political. Just being a person of color, a 
queer woman of color, for that matter, is freaking political,” says Brown. 

Brown says that she has never worked so hard on her craft or excavat- 
ed through her emotions as intensely as she was for Silhouette of Sirens. 
While creating this album, Brown says that she was incredibly grateful for 
the support and influence the community of Minneapolis has had on her 
career. “The Minneapolis community has been so supportive. I attribute 
much of my success to the local support. Four years ago when The Cur- 
rent began playing my song ‘After You’ it received national attention. And 
because of that it was featured in an HBO/BBC film with Hillary Swank. 
Following the movie, I began touring parts of Europe. Local support can 
have a global reach, and I am so very grateful for it,” she says. 

Brown’s video for her single “Carried Away” is available on YouTube, 
and Silhouette of Sirens can be purchased on iTunes and Amazon. Also, 
photos and other merchandise can be purchased through Red House 
Records’ website, www.redhouserecords.com/artists/chastity-brown. 
She will also be stopping in Minnesota on multiple dates during her up- 
coming tour, including June 2 and Aug. 24 in St. Paul, Aug. 26 in Shafer, 
and Sept. 7 in Winona. 

For a soulful rock album that will make you reflect on your own per- 
sonal experiences while imagining the lives of others and the possibili- 
ties that are seemingly endless, you'll want to check out Silhouettes of 
Sirens. Listen to the sweet notes of Brown’s voice and find inspiration 
from the struggles she’s faced and gracefully overcome. ш 
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The North American 
Gay Volleyball 
Association Serves 
Equality to Local 
Players 


“AS many gay people know, sports, 
especially male sports, are pretty 
homophobic,” Scott Kilburg asserts. 11 
had been called homophobic slurs while 
playing in the'90s with straight people." 


Sometimes the slurs were less personal but no less disturbing. 
*Even if it wasn't directed at me, I would still hear homophobic com- 
ments thrown around while playing sports growing up," Kilburg re- 
calls. To say that these regular occurrences had a dampening effect 
on Kilburg's enjoyment would be a gross understatement. 

Happily, Kilburg was able to find a league that could de-slur-ify 
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SPORTS 


Just as gay men can be burdened by ugly stereotypes, 
SO, too, it turns, out, can volleyball players, regardless 
of their gender identity. "Gay volleyball players are no 
exception as to how society views us," Kilburg confirms. 
"We dont fit a prototype for how we should act as we 
are gay and we are athletes." 


the court, the North American Gay Volleyball Association. “I first started 
playing NAGVA back in 2002," Kilburg, a current member-at-large, re- 
members. “Т had a friend in Des Moines who asked me to play, but I 
wasn't sure what to think of it. I had been playing with straight people 
since the early 1990s and didn't realize that NAGVA even existed." 

According to its website (www.nagva.org), The North American Gay 
Volleyball Association is “а not for profit 501 (с) (7) organization, com- 
mitted to promoting and developing the sport of volleyball in the LGBT 
community. Our membership is diverse and non-exclusionary. NAGVA 
is an organization of over 17,500 members in the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, and Puerto Rico." 

As for Kilburg, his apprehension about joining was quickly spiked 
into the floor. "The great thing about NAGVA, as well as any other gay 
sports organization, is it's inclusive for all of the LGBT community," he 
enthuses. "It provides a place of tolerance where you can also play some 
competitive ball and make friends while doing it." 

NAGVA, Kilburg found, took that “competitive ball” part particularly 
seriously. “Another great thing about NAGVA is there is a level for every- 
one,” Scott Kilburg points out. “If you just picked up the game or are an 
experienced college player, you will be put in the division that fits your 
skill level. And there are definitely cutthroat matches as well as teams 
just playing to have fun. It’s whatever you want it to be.” 

Another prominent local member, Bill Christman, seconds this emo- 
tion. “NAGVA offers a number of divisions to accommodate various skill 
levels,” Christman confirms. “Generally speaking, players at tourna- 
ments want to be competitive and do well, but for a lot of people, it is also 
about the community. Playing over the years, I have developed a number 
of very close friendships with people from cities all over the country 
through playing NAGVA.” 

Joining NAGVA represented the consummation of a love that had be- 
gun to take root during the college years of both men. “It was actually in 
college in the 906 when I started to fall in love with volleyball," Kilburg 
says. “I had friends who played а lot, and I had played recreationally 
before high school and enjoyed playing." 

Christman's experience runs parallel to his colleague's. “I started 
playing in a recreational league while I was in college, as a social activity 
with people who lived in my dorm," he reminisces. His experience in 
joining was more positive and proactive than Kilburg's. “I had moved 
back to the Minneapolis area and was looking for opportunities to meet 
people and expand my social circle. I got involved in the local volley- 
ball community back in 2005 and played my first NAGVA tournament 
in 2006. I enjoyed the competition and social aspect of the weekend and 
have kept playing ever since." 

A specific reason behind that enjoyment is an important component 
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of Kilburg's enthusiasm. "It's a team sport so it's difficult for one per- 
son to be successful if others aren't performing well and vice versa," he 
acknowledges. “Апа as team sports usually do, they build camaraderie 
and I think that's why I fell in love with the sport. I've been able to make 
friends around the world because of the volleyball." 

Just as gay men can be burdened by ugly stereotypes, so, too, it 
turns, out, can volleyball players, regardless of their gender identity. 
“Gay volleyball players are no exception as to how society views us,” 
Kilburg confirms. ^We don't fit a prototype for how we should act as we 
are gay and we are athletes. But within the Twin Cities we are fortunate 
to have a very tolerant volleyball community as many of us gay guys 
have been playing competitively in the 'straight' leagues and breaking 
down stereotypes." 

Тће sport's appeal has...matured for both men over the years. "It 
used to be passion," Kilburg says, describing his evolving relationship 
with the sport he loves, “but after having shoulder surgery a few years 
back, it's turned into more of a hobby and I don't play as competitively as 
I used to. I play now more for fun." 

Bill Christman confirms his colleague's evolution. “Га say it's some- 
where between hobby and passion, as well as a social outlet for me,” 
he posits. “I play in local open gyms and tournaments as my schedule 
permits, but I am also the director for the Minneapolis-hosted NAGVA- 
sanctioned tournament that takes place in the fall every year, and I 
also have season tickets to the Gopher women's volleyball team with a 
group of friends." 

But still, his current enthusiasm is something Christman is eager to 
share. "There are lots of opportunities to get involved in the local gay 
volleyball community through GLASS — Gay and Lesbian Amateur 
Sports Society — through open gyms, weekend leagues, and various 
skill development clinics throughout the year. We are hosting our NAG- 
VA-sanctioned tournament this fall on September 23 and 24,” he further 
reveals. ^We typically attract 35 to 50 teams from all over the country for 
a two-day tournament." 

Тће event is known as the Minnesota Autumn Classic, and, in addi- 
tion to local teams, will be visited by teams from Atlanta, Chicago, and 
Saint Louis. And that's not all. In just under a year, the City of Lakes will 
be home to a most prestigious event. *NAGVA is hosting our end-of-sea- 
son Championship tournament in 2018 at the Minneapolis convention 
center," Kilburg declares. “It’s over Memorial Day weekend and should 
be a big event with gay men coming from all around North America. 
Please watch for details on our website." m 


www.nagva.org 
www.glassports.org 
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We're celebrating summer at 
Norseman Distillery with Raul 
Osorio's latest menswear collection. 
This local designer and Project 
Runway alum is noted for his ability 
to tailor hard lines with soft textures 
and create innovative ready-to-wear 
that’s free of an explicit gender. Our 
accessory partners, TRIXX and 
EXCESSOREASE, created custom 
one-of-a-kind pieces that brought 
this denim ensemble to a 


whole new level. 
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Happy Pride From Your Downtown 
Weidner Communities 
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599 Exam = FREE Whitening 
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612-877-8887 • www.milldistrictdental.com 
Brian Peters, DDS 1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 


Mental Illnesses 


You are not alone. 


NAMI GLBTQA! Connectioa.Group 4 а free ur © ІП imi 


support group. specifically for yoUmss. | National NA ental Ilinéss 
Fact sheets ‘on GLBTQA mental health i issues MINN ES OTA 


Education, support and hope for-you and-your- 4 <F Phone: 1-651-645-2948 


loved ones living with mental illnesses. - 2. UT 77 Toll Free: 1-888-626-4435 
| ~ www.namihelps.org 


We offer complete healthcare in 
Ф ҒА Traditional Chinese Medicine 


CHINA INSTITUTE 


OF TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE As well а5 cupping therapy, 
EST. 1995 moxibustion, 
dietary recommendations 


and more. 
1033 Grand Ave | St. Paul, MN 55105 


www.chinainstitute.com‏ 1200 222 651 ا 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


LGBT 
Wellness 
Guide 


With higher rates of 
diabetes, heart disease, 
high blood pressure, and 
obesity, the LGBT 
population has even more 
reason to stay up-to-date 
on preventive care. 


Healthy habits and preventive 
care are key to good health. 
Managing your diet, exercising 
regularly and minimizing stress 
can help keep you healthy, but 
you should also get a good 
amount of sleep and see your 
doctor once a year for an overall 
health assesment to help you 
detect problems early. Most 
preventive services are covered 
by health insurance. 


The providers at North 
Memorial Health are culturally 
competent and routinely care 
for the LGBT population and 
their families. 


For a complete LGBT Wellness 
Guide, visit Better Health News 
at northmemorial.com. 


To schedule an appointment, 
call (763) 581-CARE. 
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The road to ‘I Do’ should be fun, not stressful. We provide the assistance to make that a reality. Meet Minneapolis 


offers free planning services to help connect you with the city's best venues, vendors, hotels and more. We do it 
all. We'll even provide welcome bags for your guests so that they have all of the information they need. And we do 


it absolutely FREE. To get started, visit www.minneapolis.org/groups-weddings or contact Mandy Schuchman at 


Meet Minneapolis Seti: ADELTA П 


Convention & Visitors Association 


a Minneapolis 
City by Nature 


1.800.445.7412 minneapolis.org 


The word “spectrum” usually evokes images of rainbows, and rain- 
bows in June evoke images of Pride...but the word spectrum takes on 
a whole new meaning when cited at the National Center For Gender 
Spectrum Health, whose mission “is to eliminate gender-based stigma 
and discrimination, support the development of healthy gender iden- 
tity development for all across the lifespan, and to improve the quality 
of health and life of transgender and gender diverse individuals and 
patients, families, and communities through scientific research, clini- 
cal practice, policy work, and education.” 

For the uninitiated, Katie Spencer, one of the co-directors for the Na- 
tional Center For Gender Spectrum Health and an assistant professor in 
the Department of Family Medicine and Community Health, offers this 


definition: “The gender spectrum is inclusive of the wide art 
identities beyond binary definitions of gender — inclusive oft 
and transgender identities, gender queer, and non-binary identities 
normal part of the natural expression of gender. Gender spectrum health | 
is the healthy, affirmed, positive development of a gender identity and 
expression that is congruent with the individual's sense of self." 

Gender spectrum is a concept that works on a macro and micro level. 
“Gender spectrum health is a concept that is not only for the individual — 
cis and trans — but also on a systemic level," Spencer continues. “Society 
needs to shift to a healthy gender spectrum framework in order to support 
individual wellbeing in gender development. The current heteronorma- 
tive, cisnormative, patriarchal gender binary has huge health costs, not 


HEALTH 


only for trans and non-binary people, but for cis people as well." 

This work takes place in the context of the University of Min- 
nesota’s Program in Human Sexuality, which is made up of four ma- 
jor components: research, education, clinical care, and advocacy. 
“We have a comprehensive clinic where providers see patients with 
varying challenges: relationship and sexual health therapy, com- 
pulsive sexual behavior, gender identity, sexual orientation, pain 
during sexual activity, recovery from sexual trauma, and many 
more,” lists Eli Coleman, professor, chair, and director of the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota Program in Human Sexuality. “Our faculty and 
professional staff work as a team and represent a variety of back- 
grounds including psychology, family medicine, psychiatry, marital 
and family therapy, and education.” 

This work has become unhappily precious in recent years. In the 
1970s, perhaps 50 centers were devoted to the scholarship of human 
sexuality. Now, just vestiges of these institutions remain, and many 
of them are dedicated to narrow subject areas such as HIV or other 
diseases, so this work is particularly resonant for queer folk. “LG- 
BTQ people often have to educate their providers about their own 
health care concerns,” Spencer asserts. “They often have to combat 
misconceptions and assumptions about their presenting concerns, 
and often experience inappropriate curiosity about their bodies and 
their sexualities.” 

Ignorance can sprout where it might do the worst damage. “A 
lot of providers lack information about trans and non-binary bodies 
and culture, and misinformation about treatment and lack of care can 
translate to negative health outcomes,” Spencer continues. “As a re- 
sult, many LGBTQ people do not feel comfortable or welcome or safe 
pursuing health care.” 

Sometimes that threat can even border on the existential, accord- 
ing to Diane Berg, co-founder and Ph.D., who adds, “We are focusing 
across the lifespan and want to expand initiatives in the area of clini- 
cal work, education, policy, and research that can help revolutionize 
the gender climate for people of all ages, from children to elderly 
people, who are often left out but face unique challenges.” 

One of the challenges in exploring those challenges is procuring 
capital. “Funding for sexual health research has always been diffi- 
cult because of the controversy of the subject matter,” Coleman re- 
ports. “While the Program has been able to secure funding for HIV 
prevention research, other areas of sexual health have been difficult 
to secure. Scientific research into these problems inform public poli- 
cies that are aimed at improving sexual health and overall health.” 

Fortunately, an organization has stepped into the fiscal breach. 
“The Chicago-based TAWANI Foundation, founded by philanthro- 
pist Col. (IL) Jennifer N. Pritzker, IL ARNG (Retired) has donated 
$3 million to the nationally recognized Program,” a recent press re- 
lease announced. “Half of the money will be immediately available. 
The other half will be made available when the program matches 
the pledge with other donations. In total, this gift could bring in 
nearly $5 million to support sexual health research, education and 
care at the University.” 

“With help from the TAWANI Foundation’s generous gift, we’re 
going to develop solutions rooted in research for the myriad of 
sexual health problems people face in this country,” said Coleman. 
“Were fortunate and grateful to now have endowed funds that will 
sustain our goal of improving quality of life and health outcomes.” 
This allows the critical exploration of the gender spectrum to con- 
tinue...for now. B 


For more information, go to www.sexualhealth.umn.edu/national-center- 
gender-spectrum-health 
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Pride Season: 


Watch for 
Alcohol 
Poisoning 


Alcohol poisoning, also known as alcohol overdose is caused 
by high amounts of alcohol being consumed in a short amount of 
time. The risk of alcohol poisoning varies by gender, ethnicity, age, 
amount of food consumed, tolerance, rate of consumption, and use 
of other drugs. Binge drinking is more common for college stu- 
dents and those under the age of 20 putting them at a higher risk 
of poisoning. 

Alcohol is a depressant that is absorbed quickly in the human 
body. Even though it is absorbed quickly, it takes longer for alcohol 
to be processed. When alcohol has stopped being consumed, the al- 
cohol level will continue to increase in the bloodstream and circulate 
throughout the body. When there is an excess of alcohol in the blood- 
stream, breathing, heart rate, and body temperature can be negatively 
affected. It is important to know that alcohol poisoning can be fatal 
and can occur even before passing out. Drinking coffee, sleeping it 
off, walking it off, and/or taking a cold shower are not effective meth- 
ods for reversing the effects of alcohol poisoning. Alcohol poisoning 
should be considered an emergency because not only can it lead 
to death, but choking, severe dehydration, and brain damage as well. 
Seek medical help immediately if someone has any of the fol- 
lowing symptoms: 

e Confusion 

e Seizures 

e Vomiting 

e Slow breathing (less than eight breaths a minute) 

• Irregular breathing (а gap of more than 10 seconds between 

breaths) 

e Hypothermia (low body temperature) 

e Blueish skin color or paleness 

e Cannot be awakened, unconscious 
What to do in an emergency: 

e Call 911 

• Let the medical professionals know when the alcohol was con- 

sumed and the amount 

• Do not leave the person alone 

e Try to keep the person awake 

• If they are vomiting, don't allow them to stay on their back. Sit 

them upright. m 


Steph Sianko, MA, LADC is an IOP addiction counselor at The Pride insti- 
tute. For more information, go to www.pride-institute.com. 


THE ULTIMATE BIG LEAGUE 
EXPERIENCE IS BACK! 


MINNESOTA TWINS vs. BALTIMORE ORIOLES 
FROM THE BUDWEISER ROOF DECK 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/ 
OUTINTHESTANDS 
hennepin.us/fostercare 
EXCLUSIVE TO LAVENDER'S OUT IN THE STANDS, 
the Budweiser Roof Deck is the ultimate 
Minnesota Twins outdoor experience! It 
accommodates up to 300 people, and offers 
cash bar, concessions and a large fire pit. 


TICKETS: $49 per person 


(includes game ticket and postgame party) 


Ticket sales benefit Perfect Storm Softball 
Team, Minneapolis Movie Bears, 
Stonewall Kickball & TC Saints 


Walk in HIV testing: Tuesdays, 1 to 4 p.m. 
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Counseling for birth control and pregnancy 


5 i 
SAINTS LAVENDER 612-543-2500 


northpointhealth.org 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM |115 


h Теа 


н 
Р PTT 


CHEMSEX 


TH 


Fost, KABC 


FUELING SEXUAL 
COMPULSIVITY 


An increasing number of men who have sex with men (MSM) are 
taking part in a combination of drug use and sexual behavior. Recently 
termed Chemsex, the use of chemicals to “enhance sexual pleasure” re- 
sults in an insatiable sexual appetite. 

This epidemic is afflicting the U.S. and made worldwide headlines in 
2016 when a 35-year-old attorney in London lost his 18-year-old boyfriend 
to this very experience. Sexualized drug use commonly involves crystal 
methamphetamine and GHB, which create a phenomenal experience 
where the struggles and sexual inhibitions common in MSM are over- 
run by arush of dopamine and other neurotransmitters creating a sexual 
experience that will last from hours to days at a time. 

Those engaging in Chemsex often report everything about sex feel- 
ing amazing, where ejaculations are explosive, and encounters are end- 
less. The highly addictive drugs used allow their user to stay up for days 
at a time engaging in sexual activity the entire time, almost immediately 
after use. Sex without the drugs becomes impossible, and the relief that 
sex brings becomes one’s most important need. 

The powerful sexual arousal, commanding energy, and extreme 
sense of self lead the user to become powerless over their erotic temp- 
tation, sexual behavior, and drug use. Sex becomes a person’s prime 
means for validation, excitement, pleasure, and meaning which nothing 
else compares to, creating an irresistible urge to have one’s needs met. 

Causes 
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The highly subjective reasons MSM are led to Chemsex come down 
to the pursuit to have pleasurable good old-fashioned sex. Loneliness, 
internalized homophobia, body dysphoria, attachment insecurities, 
and trauma create a dangerous cocktail which makes having pleasur- 
able sex painful. The moments before, during, and after sober sex place 
a person in a highly vulnerable situation in which their deepest psyche 
is exposed and open to ridicule. 

Classified as a disinhibitor, the gay party drug crystal meth or “Tina” 
is a way to overcome any issue which makes having pleasurable, enjoy- 
able sex difficult. Methamphetamine literally makes its user feel insane- 
ly powerful and amazingly beautiful like the god Zeus, where there is not 
a thing in the world that can stand in their way. 

Additionally, Chemsex allows a person to play out sexual desires and 
fantasies which seem so taboo and stigmatized that doing so sober creates 
too much stress and fear, that arousal isn’t possible. When using meth- 
amphetamine, a person can overcome intimacy issues, shame, loneliness, 
and fears of rejection, cope with the effects of past sexual abuse, and over- 
come the stigma associated with HIV. The neurobiological need for con- 
nection is accomplished, and then some, by combining drugs and sex. 

Consequences 

With all things this insanely pleasurable come the consequences. 
At the very least Chemsex leads to drug addiction. People involved 
in Chemsex often go to great extremes in risk-taking because inhibi- 
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tions are absent, lust overtakes both empathy and deliberative 
decision-making, causing a person to go to far greater sexual 
lengths than they would have without drugs. This fuels unpro- 
tected sex, disregard for partner selection, and a sexual climax 
the user will chase for the rest of their life without being able 
ever to find again. 

Тће Catch-22 with Chemsex is that eventually the very thing 
MSM engaging in Chemsex sought becomes unachievable, and 
where staying hard even becomes a futile battle. It significantly 
increases risk of HIV exposure, even to different strains to those 
already positive, as well as unknowingly placing both drugs and 
sex above all other needs and life functions causing family and 
relationship struggles, work conflicts, and financial burdens of 
$90,000 annually on average. Then if these are not enough, I see 
many clients seeking treatment due to the inevitable psychosis 
which comes with Chemsex, "jumping off a three-story rooftop 
believing I am being chased by dogs and the FBI" may fatally 
destroy the very thing these men seek. 

Treatment 

At Тће Pride Institute, we believe for a person to overcome 
their connection between chemicals and sex, it can be excruciat- 
ingly difficult but absolutely possible. Meth use in MSM has one 
ofthe highest rates of recidivism even for those who sought treat- 
ment. Most substance abuse treatment programs do not incorpo- 
rate the important element of sexual behavior and MSM-specific 
issues when treating substance use disorders. As a result, only 
the drug use is treated; however, once the drug is removed, a 
person now has this need for sex and connection without the 
mindset, skills, and ability to achieve it. One can only go so long 
before sexual desire catches up with them and the only way they 
know how to get it is by using chemicals. 

The connection between meth use and all elements of sexual 
behavior including hookup apps and the party scene, in the brain, 
make it impossible to have one without the other. Breaking this 
connection while learning how to have pleasurable sex without the 
use of drugs is paramount in achieving long-term sobriety. At Pride 
we specialize in treating Chemsex and sexual compulsivity by 
helping MSM learn how to balance harm with gratification, build 
confidence, overcome homophobia, and gain a sense of sexual 
adventure all while possessing a sense of pleasure, stamina, and 
endurance. 

My experience in working with MSM at Pride puts me in a 
place where I can comfortably say that even the hopeless addict 
who has been to treatment 15+ times in their life has hope in over- 
coming this beast and living a happy, fulfilling life all while enjoy- 
ing close, wild, pleasurable, and intimate sex. I can't count the 
number of clients who have come back and said that the sex they 
have always wanted, felt wired for, and desired for as long as they 
can remember has become a purely intense more fulfilling erotic 
experience, whether it involves a sling, a pup mask, numerous 
partners, or simply passionate sex with a life partner that they 
finally enjoy day after day. 

Hope is there, and so is our community. One thing our com- 
munity can do is see those involved in Chemsex as good people 
going to great, but harmful, lengths to get what the majority of 
people have. By not doing this we push these men back into yet 
another closet. ш 


Terrence Post, LADC is a substanceabuse and Chemsex 
counselor at The Pride Institute. For more information, go to 
www.pride-institute.com. 
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Hatred toward gay people is not unique to a race or culture. But are there unique fac- 
tors at play in specific cultural communities in regard to attitudes toward GLBT peo- 
ple? The answer is complex, but DeAndré Morris acknowledges the highly publicized 
historical taboo of homosexuality within the African American community. 


As program coordinator for Brothas Reaching Out (BRO), a new 
outreach program launched by the African American AIDS Task Force, 
Morris grapples with how to distribute safer sex information to men who 
have sex with men within the African American community. A recent 
transplant to the Metro, Morris has observed that the “down low” scene 
has presented its challenges to his work. 

“I can't just set up a booth and stop someone and ask if they'd like to 
talk about a program or information for men who have sex with men," he 
says. “No. They get defensive: ‘That ain't me, man.’ It's not going to work." 

BRO is working to take knowledge and personal stories out into the 
community for better impact and results on the fight against HIV and 
STDs. "Our target population is 18 and older, black men who have sex 
with men, who are HIV-positive or at-risk of infection," Morris adds. 
^We felt that there was a need to apply for a grant and be granted a 
program that serves the African American, SGL population." 

'The term “вате gender loving" (SGL) emerged in the early 1990s with 
the intention of offering black women who love women, and black men who 
love men, a way of identifying with the uniqueness and intersectionality of 
black culture and homosexuality or bisexuality. According to Morris, the 
Twin Cities’ African American SGL population had nothing, no type of pro- 
gram, no type of format that they could use to navigate within the community. 

"The executive director (of AAATF) and I felt that it was important 
to apply for a grant for this program to particularly be here at the Task 
Force, which is a culturally specific organization to begin with," Mor- 
ris says. "With this being our pilot year, it's been a little challenging to 
navigate the program, but now since I've been out there, communicat- 
ing with people in the community, with people within the black SGL 
community, I have a better idea how to serve our purpose." 

He adds, “We know that statistics from the CDC show that the Afri- 
can American SGL male community is the highest percentage infected. 
So the unique aspect of this program is actually getting out there. Most 
programs are so housed in their own office and think they have to 


come to us. The unique component about this program is that we go 
to them, hence the reason we have peer advocates. They specifically 
go into the community, they do street outreach, they do peer-to-peer 
outreach, they go to presentations at different agencies. They're in the 
community. That's what this program is all about." 

BRO has two two main objectives: to increase the use of condoms 
among black SGL men, and to decrease risky sexual behaviors in the 
same segment. Role model stories are an important factor in reaching 
those objectives. Morris interviewed other African American SGL men 
in the community, collected and transcribed their stories, and is distrib- 
uting them within the community. 

"They're not stories that have been handed down from Hennepin 
County or the Department of Health," he says. "These are very unique. 
I have a total of four stories. They're not all the same. It's not one of 
those, “апа the moral of the story is I started using condoms.' No. АП 
of the stories are formatted differently; they're told through different 
eyes. When people read these stories, they're intrigued, they want to 
move to the next steps of getting tested. Or if they've fallen out of care, 
after they read the stories and talk to peer advocates, it's how can I get 
back into care? How can I be sure my sexual health is well taken care 
of? We're really trying to reach the men in this community and keep 
them in care or on PrEP. That is our main focus with our objectives." 

In addition to distributing the role model stories, BRO's street outreach 
team hands out safe sex kits, brochures and materials, and works events, 
such as Pride, that have a high attendance of African American SGL men. 
So far, the street outreach team has received extremely positive feedback. 
Morris says, "People feel like it's a magnificent program, the feedback has 
been magnificent." 

Anyone interested interested in being involved as a peer advocate or 
talking about the role model stories should directly reach out to Morris. 
He adds, “We’re moving into our second year and we're always looking 
for more interested parties." ш 


DeAndré Morris, BRO Program Coordinator / African American AIDS Task Force / 2400 Park Ave. S, Minneapolis / 612-825-2052 / dmorris(daaatf.org 
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The Bisexual Organizing 4 
Project Tries to lake ће 4 
‘Bi’ Out of ‘Bisexual! 


Love is a many-splendored thing, according to poets and pundits 
aplenty, something members of a community composed of lesbians, gay 
men, bisexuals, transgender people, and others, know very well. But one 
of those sub-splendors is itself a many-splendored thing, so says the Bi- 
sexual Organizing Project, or BOP, whose mission is to “build, serve, 
and advocate for an empowered bisexual, pansexual, fluid, queer, and 
unlabeled (bi-) community to promote social justice." 

'The B-word is often misunderstood, or perhaps misinterpreted, by 
the general public, and even by other members of the LGBTQ family. 
“Many people define bisexuality differently to fit their individual identity, 
but in general, it is the attraction to more than one gender," explains 
Sally Corbett, support administrator of the Bisexual Organizing Project. 
“BOP uses the term ‘bi+’ as an umbrella term for all of the different la- 
bels used by people attracted to more than one gender, including, but 
not limited to, bisexual, pansexual, omnisexual, polysexual, fluid, queer, 
and unlabeled folks." 

All of these prescriptions might seem confusing at first glance, even 
overwhelming, but each is necessary. "The bisexual community in- 
cludes all of these identities," Sally Corbett insists. "Bisexual is the term 
that has been around the longest, and is the one most people are at least 
a little familiar with. Language and labels have historically been divisive 
and controversial in the bi+ community, and the term ‘bi+’ endeavors 
to repair these rifts. As individuals, our identities are self-defined, and 
which labels we claim, or don't, is up to us before it is up to any agreed- 
upon definitions." 

Does this broad acceptance lead to a community too dissolute to com- 
mune? Corbett doesn't think so. She says, "To someone unfamiliar with 
identity politics and language, it might seem like the point of inclusivity 
is to parse the community into finer and finer pieces, until we have an 
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alphabet soup of identities, but this is not inclusivity in actuality. We use 
labels to unite in community, not further divide it. We want to acknowl- 
edge and validate how labels are meaningful to individuals, but not miss 
the forest for the trees." 

BOP seeks not merely a warm, fuzzy affirmation for bisexuals, but 
an acknowledgment of the demographic's very existence. "It is true that 
bisexual erasure and bi invisibility are significant obstacles faced by our 
community," Corbett points out. “We experience bi erasure and biphobia 
from both mainstream, heterosexual society, and the gay and lesbian 
community. Bisexual erasure and invisibility are the denial and dismissal 
of bi+ individuals, due to assumptions and misunderstandings about bi+ 
identities. This contributes to severe health disparities, marginalization, 
and creates barriers to access of LGBTQ resources." 

'The thought of any phobia leaking from one wavelength of the queer 
rainbow into another is disturbing, but all too real. “Вї+ people make 
up more than 50 percent of the LGBTQ community, but funding for bi+ 
organizations and programs is among the lowest of any LGBTQ demo- 
graphic," Corbett observes. “Our community has specific needs that 
aren't being met, due to these obstacles." 

One way to cope with such obstacles, then, is to build a community 
within a community. “We organize to build community, and in turn, serve 
and advocate for our community," Corbett elaborates. “Mainstream LG- 
BTQ resources and organizations severely underserve the bi+ communi- 
ty, and there is a critical need for support ог bi+ specific issues. BOP's mis- 
sion is to fill this need so the bi+ community can grow strong and thrive.” 

And the lion's share of that growing-strong is achieved by simply growing. 
"As an organization we're eager to keep learning, growing, pushing boundar- 
ies, and challenging ourselves to better serve our community," Corbett re- 
ports. ^We always have tons of stuff going on and love seeing new faces!" 


COMMUNITY 


'Those faces and places contribute to a state of heightened stimula- 
tion. “ВОР is a really exciting organization to be involved with!" Corbett 
bubbles. *I am continually inspired and invigorated by the work we do 
and the people I get to do it with. We're moving in a bold and ambitious 
direction this year and making a lot of things happen." 

These relatively large steps are always preceded by smaller ones. 
"Showing up and speaking out about ourselves and our experiences is 
the most effective way to advocate for ourselves, and is instrumental in 
furthering awareness and understanding," Corbett says about BOP's 
meetings. ^People need to see and hear bisexuals to know we exist, and 
this is how we directly fight biphobia, bi erasure, and bi invisibility." 

Where that seeing and hearing are concerned, outreach is key. “Un- 
derstanding is definitely the first step toward acceptance," Sally Corbett 
insists. "Much of the stigma we face stems from myths, stereotypes, and 
misconceptions about bi+ people and what it means to be bi+. Some of 
BOP's key programs are also geared toward education, like our Вњ Es- 
sentials presentation, which is a training we provide for LGBTQ organi- 
zations to equip them to better serve their bi+ clients." 

Discussion group topics aspire to be self-informing, without drifting 
into self-indulgence. Corbett says, “We try to have topics that are sea- 
sonally relevant. For instance, March was Bisexual Health Awareness 
Month, so the topic was about bi+ health. In November we talked about 
our experiences surrounding being bi+ during the holidays, such as 
dealing with family, parties, going home, and stuff like that.” 

Another form of communication, the written word, is the core for an- 
other kind of get-together. “I’m not personally involved in the biweekly 
writing group,” Corbett reports, “but for me, writing is the strongest tool 
I wield in my activism work. I have a strong background in writing, espe- 
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cially in academic and activist disciplines. I draw confidence from writ- 
ing, and trying to master language as a means to put ideas into the world 
is very empowering to me.” 

People interested in connecting with BOP might find a particular 
venue particularly advantageous. “The discussion group is a great place 
for BOP first-timers,” Corbett declares. “It’s a really inviting atmosphere, 
and the discussion itself is pretty informal and relaxed. You get to meet 
new people and hear their stories, and everyone is welcome to contrib- 
ute. It’s great if you just want to sit and listen too!” 

And naturally, BOP will be expressing its Pride this month. “We need 
folks to march with us in the Pride parade this year and attend our annual 
conference,” Corbett declares. Describing BOP’s annual, community- 
building conference, she continues, “BECAUSE is happening at Metro 
State University Sept. 28 through Oct. 2 this fall! We can be found on 
Facebook, Twitter (@biorgproject and @BECAUSEconf), and Meetup!” 

Corbett concludes, “Working with BOP has been one of the most 
fulfilling, gratifying, and meaningful experiences of my queer life. This 
organization has helped me to discover so much about myself, connect 
with others, and find community; all things that are critically important 
for bisexual individuals to not only survive, but thrive. I will always be 
excited about working for BOP, because I will always know that we are 
making a difference in our community. Knowing I get to be a part of mak- 
ing this difference perpetually fuels my passion for BOP, and for build- 
ing, supporting, and advocating for the bisexual community.” ш 


For more information about BOP and the various ways you can get involved, go 
to www. bisexualorganizingproject.com. 
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THE THEY THEM 
PROJECT: 


AN INTERVIEW WITH BRENT DUNDORE 


PRODUCED BY BRENT DUNDORE PHOTOGRAPHY 


What is the “Тћеу/Тћет Project"? 

Brent Dundore: The “They/Them Project" was created for individuals 
who currently or formally use they/them/theirs and other non-binary pro- 
nouns, offering a platform for them to tell their stories and give personal 
insight to those wanting to better understand how pronouns (and other 
words and actions) affect transgender and non-binary individuals. 

How were you inspired to make this project come to fruition? 

BD: Irealized I had my own ignorance and lack of acceptance of non- 
binary gender and wanted to change that for myself. It stemmed from 
my own coming out story, not with gender, but sexuality (two completely 
separate things, for anyone who is new to understanding these subjects). 

When I came out people didn't ask me the questions which would 
have enabled them to better understand me and my non-binary sexuality. 
Telling family and friends of my attraction to men was confusing to some, 
as my partner at the time was a woman. She knew I was also attracted 
to men from the beginning of our relationship. Sooner or later I felt the 
need to share that part of myself with everyone else as well. 

After that Tiong came to an end most people found it easiest to 
label my sexuality “gay,” and at times even define me as such. “This is 
my gay (insert relationship), Brent,” or at best, “This is Brent, he 
is gay.” Thus, I experienced firsthand that it is human nature to want to 
label people, and how certain labels can affect people. 

Today I am married to a man, but gay is still a label I don’t feel de- 
scribes me, and one that shows a lack of understanding of who I am. 
Over the years labels have not only affected me, but have also hurt me. 

This all relates to starting the project, because when I first heard of people 
who use they/them/theirs pronouns, I had a lack of understanding, igno- 
rance, and sometimes judgement regarding the subject. When asked what I 
felt about people wanting to use such pronouns, my response was "people can 
be whatever they want, but you can't make up a new gender, or pronouns." 

My husband knew my coming out story, and how labels affected me 
over the years. After he heard my initial opinion on non-binary pronouns, 
he immediately stopped me and asked if I was joking. He then stated, 
“After all you've dealt with regarding labels, how would you have the 
rightto tell someone else what they can and can't be?" Right that second, 
I decided my opinion needed to change. 

About three months ago I was shooting for one of my fine art proj- 
ects and learned that my subject preferred they/them/theirs pronouns. 
I asked if I could ask some personal questions about that. I learned a lot 
about their journey and use of pronouns. After the photo shoot I was 
looking through all the photos and saw one that spoke to me. It was there 


that the "They/Them Project" was born. 

I asked another person who uses they/them/theirs pronouns to 
come in for the project. I again asked various questions to personally 
better understand their story, and how they came to use their pro- 
nouns. After working with them for the fine art shoot, I was looking 
through the images, and thought to myself, "These images do make 
me think about this person, they are everything I want visually, but 
they don't answer the questions I had about gender." It was then that I 
realized I needed to document those questions I myself had been ask- 
ing, if I wanted to really make a difference for anyone else who might 
have the same lack of understanding I had. 

Since the second shoot, I ask those questions to every person I photo- 
graph, making the interviews the focus of the project. I would have been 
grateful if people had asked me questions about my sexuality in order to 
better understand me. This is now the mindset I bring to all the interviews. 

What other projects have you done or are you currently doing? 
How does this project differ from those? 

BD: Previously, my “Marry Us Campaign" was a photo booth style 
project which helped individuals share the message of marriage equal- 
ity. The goal was to use the image to start a conversation about how 
it would affect them personally. Currently, I have two other endeavors 
in addition to the "They/Them Project.” “Broadway Legacy" celebrates 
African American Broadway artists, who many times are overlooked in 
the industry, some of whom happen to be Tony Award winners. Lastly 
my “Why I Ride Project" stems from my past position working for the 
Red Ribbon Ride (a nonprofit bike ride that raises money for several 
AIDS service organizations in Minnesota). This project gives individuals 
participating in the ride the chance to show why they do it and ask for 
donations for the cause. 

The “They/Them Project" differs from the other projects in the overall 
look, video interviews, and targeted audience. I feel it also differs in the way 
it is personal to each subject, and how it is shared through social media. 

What have been some surprising moments along the way? 

BD: I have yet to finish an interview without learning something 
new about gender, and how every person has a uniquely different story 
and description of their gender. I was surprised to learn that some use 
several sets of pronouns, and how truly fluid gender is. No one is an ex- 
pert on someone else’s gender, or what gender means to someone else. 
Everyone is also always growing and changing. 

What have been some humbling moments in the process? 

BD: The first time I watched someone who was non-binary watch one 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 126 => 


OUR LIVES 


of the interviews, I saw how they kept nodding their head, and, at times, 
smiling wholeheartedly, showing how much they related to parts of what 
they were watching. I realized then, that in the least, this project could 
speak to non-binary individuals, letting them know there are others out 
there who are looking at and discovering some of the same types of things 
they are. 

I also recently had a humbling experience when asked to be inter- 
viewed for Twin Cities Pride Podcast. The host wanted to ask me ques- 
tions about myself and the project, but I suggested we keep it as much 
about the individuals as possible. We gathered six people from the proj- 
ect to speak. It was a truly unique experience, and I highly recommend 
that everyone listen to the TC Pride podcast! 
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Who is the audience for this project? 

BD: I hope this project speaks to everyone. Youth questioning their 
gender can look to this project to see that they are not alone, and how others 
have gone through their journey and are now flourishing. Some from older 
generations might know about gender, but in many cases, they still have 
questions they are afraid to ask non-binary individuals. This projects gives 
answers to those questions. Finally, others might view this project and for 
the first time see that non-binary people are real. They are as much non- 
binary as others are male or female. Watching these interviews gives every- 
one the chance to better understand that. 

How do you imagine the audience will experience the people 
you're introducing them to? 


BD: Some will nod in appreciation. For those people, I imagine they 
are feeling acknowledged, accepted, respected, and loved. Others who are 
watching the interviews may say, “I did not know that!" They likely felt 
they never had the opportunity to ask the questions to individuals them- 
selves. Some will shake their head *No." I hope these people continue 
watching, as they will see how people are describing simply who they are, 
giving us more reason to accept and love everyone. 

Where do you see this project going? 

BD: I have had conversations and meetings with several different 
organizations about how this project could be brought to the masses. I’m 
very excited about the energy of the project and where it is going. 
What do you need from the community? 


OUR LIVES 


BD: Share the project every time you see it! Especially if you watch an 
interview, share it through social media with a message about something 
you personally learned, asking others to watch and do the same. It's so 
easy, and you'll be surprised by the comments people leave, as they are 
grateful for what they learned from the interview as well. I’m hoping to 
include more youth, more people of color, more people who are 40 and 
older. Please share the project with these people and have them contact 
me through the website. 

Where can we find this project? 

BD: You can find it at www.theythemproject.org, 
www. facebook.com/theythemproject, and www.brentdundore.com. 7 
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Celebrity Love Architect 
Launches New Division 


If you’ve watched reality TV in the last several years, you may already 
know Kailen Rosenberg. This passionate, highly acclaimed Celebrity Love 
Architect worked with Oprah to transform the love lives of an entire town 
in the award-winning show Lovetown, USA, and she has also appeared on 
the likes of E! Network’s Kardashians and Stewarts & Hamiltons. Kailen’s 
personal mission is to transform the world when it comes to love. Until 
recently though, her work has been with the straight community. 

“I have so many dear friends who are gay,” says Kailen, “but I had nev- 
er matched a gay couple and I didn’t want to presume that I could tap into 
something professionally that was outside of my personal experience.” 

That all changed in 2017. Kailen experienced an awakening in what 
was possible for her Love Architects firm. “This wave came over me and 
I knew I had no choice but to be a much larger voice for the truth that 
love is love, no matter your sexual orientation,” Kailen says. “Simply 
knowing this in my heart wasn’t enough; it was time to create a division 
to represent the LGBT community and with honor and pride.” 

The Love Architects firm includes Kailen and a whole team of highly 
trained, professional, and compassionate love experts, including her son, 
Andrew. “We have the male/female, yin and yang approach to dealing 
with everything in the mental, physical, emotional, and spiritual realms 
to put the right partners together,” Kailen shares. 

When you work with a Love Architect, you have the opportunity to 
redesign your love life from the inside out, identifying what has held you 
back in the past from finding the ideal partner (which everyone can) 
then acknowledging where you are now when it comes to love and envi- 
sioning where you want to be. 

It all starts with Kailen’s new Real Reveal test, which invites people to 
dig deeper into where they are in their personal love evolution: 

Ego Mate – Your love readiness is underdeveloped but you are in the 
space of evolving to become a potential Soul Mate. 

Soul Mate – Your greatest teacher, these relationships are passion- 
ate and fiery and many times seemingly the most “toxic,” as ego still gets 
in the way of truth and keeps you from becoming a genuine and happy 
Life Mate. You are in transit. No matter where you are, it’s okay because 
that’s your journey, but is it toward or away from becoming a Life Mate? 

Life Mate – You exist in a state of fully healthy love relationships. You 
easily give and accept love, and so does the ideal partner for you. 

Real Reveal LIGHT entails 15 questions and is available now. The 
full Real Reveal test launches soon with 89 questions that delve even 
deeper to show people both single and married not only their current 
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love-evolution stage, but also which direction they are moving: toward or 
away from being and attracting the best of love that is waiting with their 
current partner, or a new Life Mate. 

From there, your personal Love Architect will walk you through ev- 
ery aspect of your relationship readiness, including compassionately 
addressing your personal style and your living space and helping you 
to redesign and reimagine where necessary. Next, the search for your 
perfect partner is on. 

Working with a professional Love Architect is not inexpensive, nor 
is it for the faint of heart, but if you're sick of the bars, the hookup apps, 
and past relationships hitting wall after wall, you may be ready for a pro- 
fessional matchmaking service of this kind. Kailen's elite matchmaking 
services start at $100,000 for a Global Soul Mate Search, though the firm 
is also available to customize a program for those who are serious about 
finding love. “We customize programs to fit just about every budget,” 
says Kailen, “so all can experience the love they deserve.” 

To add to the fun, The Love Architects just launched The Lodge So- 
cial Club, a new and private online and brick-and-mortar country club for 
single professionals to meet and mingle. With events like cocktail hours, 
group hikes, and coffee dates, plus access to renowned celebrity experts 
in fashion, beauty, and relationships, the club offers a welcome break 
from the world of commercial online dating and mainstream matchmak- 
ing. With several locations opening soon all over the United States and 
internationally, The Lodge Social Club’s home base (as well as The Love 
Architects headquarters) is right here in Minneapolis on the historic 
Calhoun Beach Club property. Online club membership starts at $60/ 
month with a $100 annual fee (coming late this summer) and personal- 
ized brick-and-mortar programs begin at $2,500 and up. 

Initial interviews and assessments for entry range from $250 to $1000 
depending on the level of expert and service you'd like to undertake 
with The Love Architects, and this includes a triple background check: 
criminal, identity, and financial. “We want you to have a peaceful, flowing 
relationship without having to worry about any hidden drama once natu- 
ral chemistry has taken place,” says Kailen. A portion of the firm’s gross 
revenue every year goes to charities such as Ronald McDonald House 
Families and St. Joseph's Home for Children. в 


To learn more about Kailen Rosenberg, The Love Architects, and The Lodge 
Social Club, visit www.TheLoveArchitects.com and www.TheLodgeSocialClub. 
com. 
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With over 23 years as one of the world’s top experts 
in connecting soulmates, uniting thousands into 
amazing relationships from around the globe, 
Oprahs Love Ambassador and author of 'Real Love, 
Right Now; Kailen Rosenberg, knows that love is 
about everyone! 


KAILEN ROSENBERG 
The Love Architect" 


ce The +, 
With a passion for bringing this world to а higher LO D G E 
place when it comes to love, shes excited to 
announce the opening of the LGBTQ 'soulmate SOCIAL CLUB" 


connection through The Love Architects and 
The Lodge Social Club. 


Contact Emily for private interview 
and to discuss our inaugural programs. 


Q d 952-544-5683 


She can't wait to see you madly in love! ^ THELOVEARCHITECTS.COM 
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4. WEDDING 


GRINDING 
TO A VAULT 


T | pl “ • Gr, Terrance Griep 


A Modern Couple Make a Lifelong Commitment 


Maybe it started with self-written wedding vows, it being the 
love story of Gerald Strauss and Brian Strempke. "We did 
write our own vows and this was very important to me," Gerald 
remembers. “I think that when couples write their own vows 

it really helps set the tone for the celebration and | wanted to 
make sure that people knew why we were getting married to 


each other." 


And that formalized pledge was no flight of fancy. "I worked on my 
vows for a couple of weeks and I was overjoyed with how Brian and our 
guests received them," Gerald continues. "The process of writing our 
wedding vows was very unique to how Brian and I do work. I had my 
vows written down and didn't touch them once I printed off the paper, 
but Brian was making last-minute corrections all the way up until the 
ceremony started. We even have a photo of our printed vows, last minute 
corrections included!" 

Or maybe it — the love story, remember — started with the rising 
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of Yuletide. “Christmas is our favorite holiday by a long shot and Brian 
can become very excited by receiving gifts,” Gerald reports. “Brian has 
absolutely no patience so it's really fun to wrap presents early and taunt 
him." Ah, love. 

This taunt was more strategy than sadism. “Well, I decided to do just 
this with an engagement ornament and rings!" Gerald enthuses. “1 went 
on to Etsy and ordered an engagement ornament — I then wrapped the 
ornament with Hershey's Hugs & Kisses and placed the gift under the 
tree two weeks before gift opening. Talk about making a person anxious!" 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 134 


Photos by Melissa Hesse of Rivets and Roses 


ДЕЎ 


A venue that's just right for you 


3 unique event spaces • reception hall « meeting rooms 


weddings * birthdays • retirement parties 
anniversaries • retreats • and more 


SpringHouse 
612.353.6292 • events_SHMC@fccmpls.org Ministry Center 


610 W 28% Street e Minneapolis, MN 55408 — springhousemn.org 


BEST WISHES FLORAL 


Your Floral Design Specialists! 

Special Events • Weddings • Funerals • Deliveries . >" Ў 
Wire Service Available! ~“ X ) ч" 924 reticulated platinum 6 gold 
WWW.BWFLORAL.COM “ 4 a j 1 pt stephen vincent design 


689 WINNETKA AVE. N. * GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 | 1 Ё is T 
763.593.1777 • TOLL FREE: 888.893.7950 • INFO@BWFLORAL.COM ` / í 612-338-1481 e svstudio.com 


LIVE LIFE TO DISCOVER 


R 


RENAISSANCE’ 


MINNEAPOLIS HOTEL 
THE DEPOT 


EMBASSY 
SUITES 


by HILTON™ 
Minneapolis Downtown 


Renaissance Minneapolis Hotel, The Depot 
225 Third Avenue South | (612) 375-1700 | www.marriott.com/mspdd 
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'The pulling of this particular Christmas Story's Red Ryder's trig- 
ger did not shoot anyone's eye out. "The proposal was very sweet, 
and I don't think Brian expected it, which was perfect!" Gerald recalls. 
“Our dog, Buddy, got into some of the chocolate so we had to remove 
it from his mouth, and being the submissive boy that he is, decided 
to release his bladder right there on the living room floor 30 seconds 
after Brian said, Yes!” 

Or maybe the love story started with two, tech-savvy men. “Bri- 
an and I are a Grindr success story!” Gerald declares. “I thought 
I would take a chance at messaging an empty profile, and there 
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was Brian. Whoever would have thought that I would have been so 
fortunate to have random luck?” 

Things progressed in the usual way from there, kind of. “After 
our initial chatting we FaceTimed a couple of times before our first 
date at Broder’s Pasta Bar,” Gerald discloses. “We both really enjoy 
cooking and food so Broder’s was a natural choice. Our first date 
went wonderfully. The dinner and conversation were fantastic. After 
sharing tiramisu for dessert, we walked around Lake Harriet. It was 
a beautiful night with a beautiful sunset.” 

This led to a formalized bonding that, in retrospect, seemed 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 136 
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YOU SAY “1 DO” AND Xs 
WE WILL DO THE REST! ES S 


* Dersonalized weddings as intimate 
as 50 guests or as grand as 400 


* Newly renovated event space 
and guest rooms 


5 Impeccable service 


* Located adjacent to the Shops at West End 


D 


DOUBLETREE 


BY HILTON™ 
MINNEAPOLIS - PARK PLACE 
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inevitable. “We were really looking forward to celebrating with 
our friends and family," Gerald reminisces. "The wedding was 
such a major event that we were really looking forward to the day 
finally arriving!" 

Still, hindsight has proven 20/20 for both men. "It was the 
most perfect day," Gerald gushes. *Everything went by so per- 
fectly. While we were sitting in our room waiting to walk to the 
ceremony our guests were posting pictures online and it was so 
awesome to see, and ГЇЇ never forget it." 

Тће ceremony that ensued was meant to reflect the inner work- 
ings of the soon-to-be-minted couple. "The wedding that we creat- 


ed was exactly what we wanted, and if we ever did it again, I would 
want a repeat!" Gerald insists. "I wanted a big party with all my 
friends and family celebrating this amazing moment in our lives, 
and I also wanted to create something that was very personal. We 
wanted people to leave our wedding and say to themselves, ‘That 
was really them!" 

But in order for the ceremony to be repeated, it would have to 
take place in the first place...and half of the couple proved some- 
what ambivalent toward that prospect. "Brian was okay going 
down to the courthouse and getting married there," says Gerald, 


"but that wasn't going to do it for me!" CONTINUED ON PAGE 158 


When it feels like you have waited an eternity 
When you are ready to seize the moment 


COUNTY OF X: 
HENNEPIN 


^? CITY OF 
MINNEAPOLIS 


Historic Minneapolis City Hall & Hennepin County Courthouse 


COMMISSION [8 


For the people – for all the people 


Now offering hourly rentals for ceremonies and photo sessions starting at $100/hr 


For viewings call (612) 596-9512 or learn more at www.municipalbuildingcommission.org/events 


136 | LAVENDER | JUNE 8-21, 2017 


» 
~. 


қ. 


Pallad Іші 6/20 g ( 


А AER Wedding Awaits You 
Wedding officiants offering traditional, non-traditional 
and commitment ceremonies, and vow renewals. 
Serving Minnesota and Wisconsin 


Rev. Kent and Rev. Pamela Barnard 


.simplybeautifulweddingsmn.com 
612.306.9618 


Celebrate the 


Diversity 
of Nature. 
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CHARLEmaene 


FINE JEWELRY 


1262 Grand Avenue 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 

(651) 699-1431 
www.charlemagnefinejewelry.com 


Bluefin Bay zx.» OF RESORTS 


СІ 2 


a 


JEWELRY RE- Ar) 


All the fancy little gadgets we have to 
connect us, and we'll never top this. 


Bluefin Bay ! Surfside ! Temperance Landing 
On the shores of Lake Superior in Tofte, Minnesota 1-800-BLUEFIN 


Design your own custom 
wedding rings or browse our 
collection of unique designs 
in store and online. 


651.321.9267 
www.jewelrybyjohan.com 
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Gerald intended to make a public 
statement of love, devotion, and Pride. “1 
wanted to incorporate themes of social 
justice, love, commitment, and family," he 
says. “We started wedding planning a year 
in advance and it all started with meeting 
with our friend Raed Kakish, who is also a 
top wedding planner in town and co-owns 
Indulge and Bloom. He gave us some ideas 
and we were off to the races. We really 
wanted to create a memorable and person- 
able wedding." 

Personal, individual details brought the 
ceremony into sharper focus. "Brian really 
enjoys the piano so we hired a pianist to perform some of our favorite 
songs on the piano as our guests arrived for the ceremony," Gerald re- 
ports. “Our guests were also greeted with a glass of champagne which 
really helped set the mood for the evening." 

And then, *the* moment had arrived. “Brian and I walked down the 
aisle to ‘Marry You’ by Bruno Mars,” Gerald says. “Our officiant was а 
friend of mine that I met at The Firm, and he absolutely exceeded my 
expectations of a ceremony program." 

With the deed done, one surprising feeling superseded all others. 
"The one emotion that I certainly felt right away was calmness," Gerald 
reveals. ^I was married and starting this new chapter in life with my hus- 
band, and I couldn't be happier. I am so excited to see what the future 
holds for us!" 


|| While the ceremony was carefully 
crafted, the couple has found that the ac- 
tual marriage requires more than a pinch 
of improvisation. Gerald opines, "The most 
important lesson was to recognize that 
there were going to be small issues along 
the way, but that we shouldn't let it ruin the 
day for even a second." 

Contemplation reveals a fascinating syn- 
chronicity. “Our marriage is first and fore- 
most a reflection of the love and respect we 
have for each other," Gerald states. *Our 
first date took place on August 1, 2013, 
which is the date that love became the law, 
so we also wanted to celebrate and have fun with that as well. And the 
white frosted cake that revealed a rainbow when cut open was just too 
fun to pass up!" 

Gerald and Brian have since found themselves coming out again and 
again — not just as gay men, but as married gay men. “Like so many 
others, living openly and comfortably has been a journey for us," admits 
Gerald. “Outing ourselves has become second nature, as we'll drop com- 
ments about our husband without even thinking of it. Inevitably, anybody 
that spends more than a few minutes [with us] will figure it out, whether 
we are doing it consciously or not." 

In the end, when the love story began doesn't really matter. The only 
thing that matters is that, from the looks of it today, the love story will 
never end. 


| || 


Elegant. Glamorous. Historic. Duluth at its best - The Kitchi Gammi Club. 
: One moment - memories that last a lifetime. 


5 831 East Superior Street - Duluth, MN 55802 - 218.724.0509 - events@kitchigammiclub.com 
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VENDORS 

Photography: Melissa Hesse of Rivets and 
Roses 

Wedding Planner: Indulge and Bloom, Raed 
Kakish 

Bakery: Sweet Retreat 

Venue: Millennium Hotel, Tina 

Dance Lessons: Ballroom & Wedding Dance 
Studio, Tom Larson 

Pianist: Kraig Windschitl 

DJ: Leif Anderson B 


During your stay visit our 
tasting room and wine 
shop located at 17 North 
Street. All of our wines are 
Seven Hawks made from 10055 locally 
Vineyards grown grapes. 


NEW GILD 


JEWELERS 


Love. Well said. 


Full Custom Jewelry • Trusted and Award Winning Talent • Gallery of Independent 
Artisan Jewelry • Expert Restoration and Repair • Call Now For An Appointment (612) 402-0561 


Our commitment and love for everything we do fuels us each day and infuses 
the pieces we make with soul. 


4250 Upton Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 55410 www.newgild.com 
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DUM WEDDING 


ө Gr, Kassidy Taraba 


With Your Eyes 


Picking the right ring can be as challenging as it is exciting; it isn't every day 
you find a diamond as unique as the one you're about to say “I do” to. Wedding 
Day Diamonds knows how frustrating it can be to select the right shape, style, 
and type of diamond, so they are prepared to assist every step of the way. 


“We always tell our clients to ‘buy with your eyes’ and not what it says of Wedding Day Diamonds. 
on a piece of paper. What the diamond looks like to you is most impor- Wedding Day Diamonds offers both mined and lab-grown ECO4 dia- 
tant because it's a very personal purchase. We want our clients to make monds, and they've found that their selection of ECO4 diamonds, the 
the choice that is best for them. Our client advocates are there to guide largest in Minnesota, is preferred by clients about 90 percent of the time. 
our clients based on their personal needs and budget,” says Mike Gores Although grown іп a lab, ECO4 diamonds have the same properties as 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 142 => 
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NORTHERN 


DAILY WINE TASTING 
SMALL WEDDING PARTIES 


WW'W.PRIDEDANCE WOMANSCLUB2017.E VENTBRITE.COM Enjoy our deck overlooking the St Croix River. 


THE WOMAN'S CLUB of MINNEAPOLIS MENTION THIS AD FOR A FREE TASTING 


410 Oak Grove Street - Minneapolis 
www.womansclub.org • frontdesk@womansclub.org • 612-813-5300 
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He's the Artistic Director at Wisteria Design Studio. 


But when Russell Toscano wants his eyes turned into art, 


he chooses the Spectacle Shoppe. 


UPTOWN Hennepin Avenue 
NEW BRIGHTON Silver Lake Rd 
ST. PAUL Grand Avenue 
BURNSVILLE Burnsville Center 
888.797.EYES 


The Lowertown Event Center is one of the 
Twin Cities' newest venues and is located in 
Lowertown St. Paul on Mears Park. 
The renovated historic space features 
limestone & barn wood walls, wood beam 
ceilings and steel columns throughout. 


250 seated guests and the attached 
ceremony suite/cocktail area seats 200. 


|) шеп 
LOWERTOWN 


EVENT CENTER 


400 Sibley Street - St. Paul, MN 55101 
Email: info@LowertownEventCenter.com • Phone: 612-310-4369 
LowertownEventCenter.com 
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mined diamonds including physical, chemical, and optical properties. 
Also, ECO4 diamonds are graded just as mined diamonds are, so their 
color, cut, clarity, and carat weight are consistent. 

While customers continue to buy both mined and ECO4 diamonds, 
the staff members at Wedding Day Diamonds have found that ECO4 dia- 
monds are increasingly popular when compared side-by-side with mined 
diamonds. The traditional mined diamonds are offered in every shape 
and style available in the diamond market throughout the world. The 
ECO4 diamond collection is rapidly growing and is currently available 
in round, oval, pear, cushions, princess, and emerald cuts that grow as 
large as four carats plus. ECO4 diamonds are also available in a variety 
of different colors, so clients often prefer them when looking for more 
unique diamonds. 

Additionally, the cost plays a big role in choosing the right diamond. 
ЕСО4 diamonds are typically 20-40 percent less expensive than a tradi- 
tional mined diamond. For example, an average one-carat round mined 
diamond costs approximately $5,000, and a comparable ЕСО4 lab-grown 
diamond costs about $3,500. The price difference between mined and 
ЕСО4 diamonds often helps clients buy much larger diamonds for less. 

Wedding Day Diamonds offers something for everyone looking for 
a diamond as unique as his or her significant other. With a variety of 
shapes, sizes, and styles, the mined and ECO4 diamonds of Wedding 
Day Diamonds will give you plenty of options to choose from. Let your 
heart take the reins and find the diamond that's perfect for you by buy- 
ing with your eyes. 


sd 


701 Berkshire Lane, Plymouth, MN 


| каје оне & stone | % 


OUTLET^CENT 


ЕНЕ 


Monday - Saturday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm | 
katelotile.com/outlet | 763.417.3807  - 
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- Mosaics, Marble, Travertin 
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FROM Dinner 
to DANCE 


A Very VERSATILE VENUE 
FOR Your WEDDING 


CEREMONY & RECEPTION SPACE 


3 LEVELS ACCOMMODATING 
50 - 1,200 GUESTS 


LUXURY BRIDAL SUITE 
& GROOM'S CLUB ROOM 


EXCEPTIONAL FOOD BY 
CRAVE CATERING & EVENTS 


107 3RD AVENUE NORTH | MUSEMN.COM | 612.345.8344 


MUSE EVENT CENTER 


NORTH LOOP | MINNEAPOLIS 


=) 
Book your Special Event 
with us today! 


www.prestwick.com 


PRESTWICK GOLF CLUB | 9555 WEDGEWOOD DRIVE | WOODBURY, MN 55125 | PRO SHOP: 651-731-4779 | T. MORRIS: 651-294-3160 
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Daycare & I 
15,0 ft of it 


Webcams e 24 - hour - е 


“бош MPLS - 


61 T. 
www.funcitydogs.com 


Full Service Daycare & Boarding 


5 playrooms • Webcams with Phone App 
Flexible hours • Air Conditioned • Grooming 


metro dogs 
i In Minneapolis’ North Loop [> MetroDogsMN.com 


daycare & boarding 
612-333-3612 BE duesooogs 


506 11th Ave. North 


Veterinary 
Medical Center 


Specialty, Emergency, & Urgent Care 


Peace of mind for you. 
Unparalleled care for your pet. 


Committed to making safe and 
effective all natural products. 


Parere Good 


NATURAL PET CARE PRODUCTS 


WWW. PUREANDGOODLIFE. СОМ 


Where а 


Wags Professional Pet Services 
offers a wide range of pet services, including dog 


walking, pet sitting, massage by a certified small 
animal massage practitioner, and more. 


Tolearn more about us visit. 


www.wagspropetservices.com 


COMMITTED 
TO YOUR PET'S 


EXPERIENCE 


VISIT US ON THE WEB! 


Ө 


4809 Chicago Ave S 25 East Franklin Avenue 


Minneapolis, Minneapolis, 
MN 55417 MN 55404 
(612) 825-4427 (612) 607-0044 


MinnehahaAnimalHospital.com PetDoctorsAnimalClinic.com 


FEAR FREE 
CERTIFIED 
^, Professional „S 


Wellness Plans, acupuncture & laser, 
complete medical, dental and surgical care 


WE LOVE OUR PETS AND YOURS! 
3019 Lyndale Ave. S. | Minneapolis | (612) 822-1655 


RoyalPetBeautyShop.com 


Quality Medicine 
Surgery and Dentistry 


612.522.4387 


2727 W. Broadway 
Minneapolis 


EO ê UN UES 
Grooming 


SPECIALIZING IN; ЕШШ SERVICE 
DOG &CAT GROOMING: 


Haircuts * Bathing • Nail Trimming 
Nail Dremeling * Toothbrushing 
Cat Lion Cuts * De-Shedding 
Flea & Skunk Treatments 
Exoctic Pet Grooming 


3457 Bloomington Ave. S. 1574 154th Ave. 


Minneapolis, MN 55407 Andover, MN 55304 
(612) 208-0666 (763) 413-3470 


WWW.K9ANDKITTYKUTTERS.COM 


E. Weisman 

DC, Chief Science Officer, 
Evolution Plant Protein 
Vegan Pet Foods Designed 
to Maximize Health & 

Life — Evolution Health 
Sciences since 1989 


MAXIMIZE HEALTH & LIFE OF YOUR PET WITH 


SAFER EVOLUTION PLANT PROTEIN PET FOODS 
www.petfoodshop.com US Made, MN Co. Since 1989 
EVOLUTION: NEVER 1 TOXIC RECALL IN ITS ENTIRE 28 YEAR HISTORY. 
CHECK PET FOOD RECALLS AT TRUTHABOUTPETFOOD.COM 


Why don't Dogs & Cats live healthier-longer? Answer: Poor Quality Flesh Pet 
Food Ingredients used in Pet Foods do not & are not disclosed on Pet Food 
Labels. Why? The Flesh Pet Food Ind. makes its own rules about ingredient 
disclosure & not Government Agencies. 


There are so many Toxic Flesh Pet Food Recalls because Regular, Premium & 
even Organic Flesh Pet Foods use Animals too sick, too small & dead from 
disease like Baby Male Chicks, Spent Mother Layer Hens, Fish Bycatch, their 
Feathers, Sewage & Scales by the millions of pounds daily. Slaughter Animal 
Remains like Blood, Plasma, Cartilage, Skin, Organ Extracts are not only used in 
Pet Foods, but also to make Chemical Drugs sold by M.D.s, DVMs & Pharmacies. 


Older Cats & Dogs develop pancreatic insufficiency eating Toxic Slaughter Animal 
Parts & progressively have Arteries & Organs that blocked & inflamed with Animal 
Fat & LDL Cholesterol much like Humans. Then, People & their Pets suffering 
from Arterial & other Diseases related to eating Chemically Treated Animal Flesh 
go to MDs & DVMs to buy Chem. Drugs that partially compensate for Arterial 
Inflammation-Blockage & other diseases related to eating Chemically & Radiation 
Treated Animal Flesh. This cycle of sickness occurs especially with Middle to 
Older Age Pets that eat sick Animals in Regular, Premium & even Organic Flesh 
Pet Foods. Some Chemical Drugs sold by MDs & DVMs made from Slaughter 
Animal Remains have side effects worse than the Primary Disease that the first 
Chemical Drug was prescribed for. The Slaughter Chem. Drug Industry feeds off 
itself. 


We think Dogs, Cats & Humans should have better Plant Protein Vegan Foods, 
Natural Supplement Compounds & Live Healthier-Longer: Don’t You? 


Over 28 Years of Reviewing Scientific Studies, Hematology Reports, Physical 
Findings, Biopsy Studies, X-Ray Reports, Experiments & Development of Plant 
Protein Vegan Pet Foods & Supplement Formulations with no Drug Side Effects to 
Maximize Healthy Lives of Dogs & Cats. 


A Pet Food, Pet & Human Supplement Sales Information Service. Nota 
Health Care Practice. Use this Ad Anytime & Get 20% Off Pet Foods & 
Supplements by phoning 651-221-9056 or visiting Evolution, 1081 Hwy 36 E 
at the NW Corner Hwy 36 @ 61, Maplewood, MN. Home Deliver All Over the 
US & Canada Daily. 


UNDERDOGRESCUE 


a nonprofit, foster-based rescue 


Save the date for our annual fundraiser! 


BISCUITS & BLOOMS • SEPT. 23, 2017 
TONKADALE GREENHOUSE 


underdogrescuemn.com 
facebook.com/UnderdogRescueMN 


| Second Chance 


Animal Rescue 


A nonprofit 501(c)(3) all volunteer dog and cat rescue organization 


Help Save a Life 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


P.O. Box 10533 


White Bear Lake, MN 55110 


651-771-5662 


ADOPT -FOSTER - DONATE 


Pride 2011 
* 


BET 
YOUR 
LIFE: 


LOCAL HEROES 
GIVE ANIMALS 
A SECOND 
CHANCE AT 
COMPANIONSHIP.. 
AND AT LIFE 


“Single male, four legs and a tail, enjoys long walks around fire hy- 
drants, chasing postal workers, and smelling scat; seeks two-legged, tail- 
less M or F for lifelong friendship. Serious inquiries only.” 

This personal ad has never before appeared in print — let's hope it 
hasn't, anyway — but it could describe many of the potential companions 
currently affiliated with Second Chance Animal Rescue. Second Chance 
Animal Rescue is “an all-volunteer, nonprofit 501(c) (3) animal rescue 
organization dedicated to rescuing, caring for and providing homeless 
dogs and cats with a second chance at life and companionship." 

At the center of Second Chance is one remarkable woman. “I am a co- 
founder and the president of Second Chance Animal Rescue," declares 
Nancy Minion. “We just celebrated 23 years of saving animal lives! Sec- 
ond Chance was one of the first rescues in Minnesota, and we strive each 
day to help as many animals as possible." 

'The situations requiring rescue are lamentably manifold. Says Minion, 
"Animal rescue is taking in animals from situations that are usually not the 
best for the animal, whether it is taking them out of animal control facilities 
before their ‘time is up’ and they are euthanized, or rescuing them from 
puppy or kitten mills, hoarding situations, cruelty cases, or helping fami- 
lies who can no longer care for their animals, and many other situations.” 

Sometimes, the first step is more of a reprieve than a rescue. “Like Sec- 
ond Chance, the vast majority of animal rescue organizations do not have 
a facility where dogs and cats have to live in cages and be alone at night,” 
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Photos courtesy of Second Chance Animal Rescue 


Minion discloses. “We utilize volunteer foster homes where the dogs and 
cats can bond with people and live in their homes. Many sleep in or on the 
beds with a human. They are taught commands and good behavior. They 
learn to have fun and enjoy life where they don’t have to be afraid.” 

If you think this work is performed by pampered professionals, 
you're as wrong as a house-broken piranha. Minion says, “Since we are 
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We Make It Happen. Love Is All You Need. 


Convenient, Central Location, Complimentary Pa 
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Contact Us Today For A Personalized Consultation. 


The Best Wedding Events... 
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www.TwinCitiesCruises.com 


Celebrate Pride 


We understand your unique financial needs 
as a member of the LGBTQ community. 

The Уоуа family of companies is committed 
to providing effective planning tools and 
strategies so that everyone can build a solid 
foundation for retirement. 


2017 | for LGBT Equality 


100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX 


Products and services offered through the Voya* family of companies. 
©2017 Voya Services Company. All rights reserved. CN0524-34638-0618 
172364-05/31/2017 
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PROTECT ® 
FINANCIAL 
Voya.com 
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an all-volunteer nonprofit organization, volunteers are the mainstay of 
Second Chance." 

This shouldn't imply that the joint is run by a pack of rank amateurs, 
either. “We provide orientation, ongoing training, and support for our 
volunteers," Minion reports. “We ask that volunteers have basic animal 
care skills and have time in their lives to give the animals attention, lov- 
ing care, and training." 

That training — for the volunteers, not the companions — might ђе 
used in any number of ways, depending on the requirements of the pres- 
ent moment...or the moment after that. ^We usually don't know what will 
arise any given moment that we need to respond to," Minion observes. 
"There is such a huge need for helping animals. One way we touch more 
animals than the ones we physically rescue is we provide grants to help 
low-income people spay or neuter their animals." 
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Each rescue is unique. "There is a lot that goes into saving a life," 
Minion admits. “Coordinating the intake by going to impound facilities 
or other locations, coordinating the vet appointments, caring for the 
animals in their homes, screening potential adopters, holding adoption 
events, attending community events, and so much more. We always say 
we can only save as many animals as we have foster homes available.” 

All of Second Chance’s work takes place under the shadow of a great, 
cosmic clock. “Every day there are animals that need rescuing, and we, 
unfortunately, can’t help them all,” Minion sorrows. “It is difficult, but 
we have to stay focused on the ones we can help and save. We constantly 
need more foster volunteers so we can save more lives.” 

That said, Second Chance never gives in to desperation. “Our adoption 
contract requires that adopters properly care for the animals, keep them 
as house pets — not outdoor animals — not declaw cats, and return them 
to our program if they are unable to keep them,” Minion recounts. “We 
also have a strict spay/neuter clause. If the animal is too young to spay or 
neuter at the time of adoption, we require the adopter bring it to one of our 
vets to have the surgery done within the timeframe we specify...and we 
pay for it. If they don’t comply, we take the animal back.” 

The quantity of these adoptions is as impressive as their quality. Says 
Minion, “This varies monthly and yearly. It’s hard to give a specific num- 
ber but we have saved over 9,500 lives since inception and helped thou- 
sands more with our outreach work.” 

This outreach has been catalyzed in recent years by gadgetry of ev- 
ery stripe. “There have been so many changes in technology since we 
started which have helped connect potential adopters with our animals,” 
Minion has noticed. “Having a website and being able to show adoptable 
animals online really helps get the public interested in a specific dog or 
cat by reading their personality profiles and seeing their pictures.” 

As useful as the internet is in connecting humans to companions, 
it’s also helpful with connecting humans to other humans. Minion says, 
“Facebook is a great tool for us to let people know about our upcoming 
events, special rescues we are working on, highlight some of our long- 
term animals, and we reach more people.” 

Sometimes the human-to-human connections are of a more organic 
variety. “One of the things I really enjoy is Second Chance being asked to 
attend children gatherings — Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, birthday parties, 
etc. — where children are getting involved in helping animals at a young 
age,” Minion reports. “They ask good questions and collect monetary 
donations and animal supplies to help our foster animals.” 

Rescuers oftentimes find themselves rescued by their rescuees. “Our 
volunteers get a great sense of accomplishment,” Minion asserts. “They 
know they are literally saving lives. They get to see shy, sick, or ill-man- 
nered animals turn around and thrive in their homes by just providing 
the basics of love, food, shelter, and positive reinforcement training. It is 
amazing to watch the transformations and preparing the animals to move 
on to their forever homes.” 

To Minion, animal rescue isn’t merely her mission, it’s her purpose. 
“My life is pretty much animal welfare when I’m not at my paying job,” 
says Minion. “Growing up, my family always had dogs, guinea pigs, and 
gerbils, and we helped injured birds, squirrels, and other critters. Res- 
cuing and helping animals is just part of my life and is so rewarding. 
Outside of Second Chance, I write and help pass animal welfare laws and 
ordinances in Minnesota and have been doing that for over 27 years. It 
is extremely fulfilling.” 

That fulfillment is most rewarding when shared. Minion encourages, 
“We are always in need of foster volunteers for dogs, cats, puppies, and 
kittens. Help us save more lives!” m 


For more information about the animals and work of Second Chance Animal 
Rescue, go to www.secondchancerescue.org. 
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By Mark el. PEN 


music ву dJ LAWLESS 


Hal Cag 


This week, I’m writing about an issue that sheds new light on a subject 
we all think we know: Stonewall. Earlier this week, my husband Jason, who 
teaches creative writing at Boston University, handed me an anthology of 
the best science-fiction stories of 2016. The book, edited by John Joseph 
Adams, has a story by Sam J. Miller titled “The Heat of Us: Notes Toward 
an Oral History." It's literally a science-fiction account of Stonewall. 

For any of us who were there, especially those of us who were mem- 
bers of Gay Liberation Front, which was built from the ashes of Stone- 
wall, it's a personal story. After reading it, I sent the info of the story to 
our GLF email chain to get the reaction of my brothers and sisters who 
went through that time period. 

The story takes a look at Stonewall from the eyes of fictitious people 
involved: police, eyewitnesses, participants, etc. However, the characters 
in the story perpetuate two of the myths about Stonewall that are dead 
wrong. Even though this is fiction, since this is a personal story for me, 
those myths are hard to overlook. 

It starts with the idea that the riot happened due to Judy Garland's 
death. That is an insult to each and every LGBT person, then and now. 
It trivializes the riot and our actions, especially those of the street kids 
and trans people. Those in the club that night were mostly young, and 
Garland wasn't a part of our generation. We danced to Diana Ross, The 
Fifth Dimension, Barbra Streisand, and even The Beatles. I can't recall 
"Somewhere Over The Rainbow" ever being played at any time. 

It was 1969, the height of the counter-cultural “606. People our age 
were, as they say today, disruptive. What actually set off Stonewall was 
the police and the way they treated us. Very simply, that act forced out 
our anger and oppression of 200 years. Or, to put it personally, those 
police represented the hate we had endured, the rejection, the bullying, 
the beatings and the isolation each of us felt. It is an insult to that pain to 
even utter that a diva set us off. It belittles those involved. 

I guess you see how strongly I feel about this issue. 
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There is one minor character in the story who does say that the riot had 
nothing to do with Judy Garland, but that perspective is only a few lines long. 

In the story, the riot is the scene of science-fiction phenomena like 
collective pyrokinesis and multipsonics. My favorite line was when a 
character talks about all the people who got vaporized, and the smell of 
charred bodies as you entered the remains of the bar. The writer embel- 
lishes the scope of the riot and the damage. At this point, it amused me, 
and I wrote our GLF email chain. 

Most of them have come to terms with Stonewall. It's personal for us, 
but that exchange helped me finally write, “OK, I’m literally sorry I brought 
up the vaporizing of Stonewall." Hey, I thought it would amuse everyone. 

There's one point I've used over and over the last couple of years and 
for me it's a major one. I wrote it in my email and always say it in my rec- 
ollections: *From the ashes of Stonewall came GLF, the most important 
LGBT organization that has EVER existed." 

“First, as a group, we decided to define ourselves rather than allow- 
ing society to do so, and second, we created community where there was 
none before," I continued. ^We did it all in the open, we blew the closet 
door wide open and embraced all in our community. 

"So take great pride and know that you were in a very special organiza- 
tion with some incredible people. Stonewall is bigger than all of us, and our 
views are all different due to age and other factors. Whether you were in 
Stonewall before, during or after, it was GLF that took that spark and ran 
with it. And no matter how the story changes, no matter what is written 
to explain what happened or to explore the issues we were facing, the fact 
remains that we changed the world, and we changed it as a community." 

Enough said. 


Mark Segal is the nation's most award-winning commentator in LGBT media. 
His recently published memoir, And Then | Danced, is available at Amazon. 
com, Barnes & Noble, or at your favorite bookseller. 
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DEMOTED FIREFIGHTER DAN BENSON 
ALLEGES ANTI-GAY DEPARTMENTAL DISCRIMINATION 


Dan Benson has made headlines in recent weeks, after being sur- 
prised by a demotion he received due to a poor performance review in 
his capacity as battalion chief for the Eagan Fire Department...but Ben- 
son disputes the review, noting that the loss of status occurred only after 
Benson outed himself. His allegations of bias and violation of his Con- 
stitutional rights has manifested as a civil lawsuit filed in U. S. District 
Court as the fire chief and city of Eagan deny these allegations. Benson 
spoke to Lavender about his side of the story. 

You first wanted to be a firefighter when you saw a neighbor's 
house burn down. Do you mind if I ask how old you were? Do you 
know why you had that reaction, as opposed to thinking, “I think 
ГЇЇ avoid fire at all costs?” 

Dan Benson: I was probably four or five — 1968 or 1969 — and we 
lived in White Bear Lake. I think we were coming home from Pizza Hut. 
A farmhouse was fully engulfed on a pitch black night. Then we passed 
a bunch of firetrucks headed to the fire. I thought that had to be a cool 
job — yet somehow I was scared of everything else. 


Photos courtesy of Dan Benson 


Can you describe the most memorable fire you've fought? 

DB: A couple years into my career one ofthe buildings at the Royal Oaks 
Apartments caught fire. It was a dry fall day and 40 mph winds pushed that 
fire so hard and fast through the building that it made it look like it was built 
from paper. We were searching for occupants and by the time we got to the 
third floor it wasn't even there anymore! We were outside! My right leg was 
so sore from kicking open doors that I couldn't walk for three days. 

I noticed that you consider the other Eagan firefighters your 
brothers and sisters. Beyond that, can you describe the bond you 
share with other firefighters? What's unique about that bond? 

DB: Teamwork is really the only way we can function. You get close 
by working together. You also see things that the average citizen will 
never see. You see people on the very worst day of their lives. When 
you share those experiences you become quite close. You support each 
other because most of us don't have someone at home who cares to hear 
about the fatal car accident you just came from. There is also the reward 
of sharing a successful “save” with your counterparts. 
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What's the greatest or most common misconception people 
have about firefighters or firefighting? 

DB: That we are all six feet tall and 200 pounds and can carry a hu- 
man out of a burning building. Luckily, the scenario doesn't actually 
come up very often but it would take a lot of us to move a 150-pound 
human out of a bad situation. In truth, a few minutes in a smoke-filled 
building is gonna take your life anyway. Check your smoke detectors! 

How much training is required? How much re-training is re- 
quired? 

DB: A full-time department can train a firefighter in a few months. A 
part-time department takes about a year. Add on time for specialties like 
EMT, Hazmat Tech, and officer positions. Training never ends. In order 
to keep up certifications you will train many hours each year. More time 
is spent training than on actual incidents. 

Has firefighting changed during your tenure? If so, how? 

DB: In the past ten years, lots of people have tried to make money off 
of strategies and systems to put out fires. Include with that liquid solu- 
tions and chemical bombs that supposedly make the job faster and safer. 
We all ended up going back to the basics of lots of water as quickly as 
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possible. When I became a firefighter the individuals tended to be rather 
rugged and some a little redneck. That has changed to a more liberal, 
family-type based staffing. 

As a battalion chief, you were responsible for hiring firefight- 
ers, yeah? If I’ve got that right, what traits did you look for in 
candidates? 

DB: I hired or assisted in hiring over 50 of Eagan's firefighters (over 
half of the department). I looked for candidates that could hold a con- 
versation and look me in the eye. I would give them a tour of the station 
before the interview to break the ice. I could usually tell by the end of the 
tour whether they would be hired or not. I searched for a sense of humor, 
too. If you take it all too seriously you will have a breakdown one day. I'd 
like to think I steered the staffing into a better group of people socially. 
We no longer have fistfights after calls! 

GLBT people are commonly stereotyped. Are firefighters ste- 
reotyped? 

DB: Out of 9/11 came the theory that all police and firefighters are 
heroes. Unfortunately, people started signing up to be a hero and later 
realized heroes are to be humble and they didn't get the attention they 
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hoped for. Although it's nice to be acknowledged, I don't know one good 
firefighter that seeks to be idolized for his job. Is the job dangerous? 
Yes, it can be, but in the case of serious injury or fatality of firefighters, 
someone almost always made a very bad decision. 

How does firefighting affect family life? 

DB: I always said it takes about a third of your brain. It's always there. 
'That pager is always on your belt. You miss some family time, your moods 
can be swung by certain incidents. You may have just come home from a 
bad call and your partner wants to finish the argument you were having 
before you left. But they are always proud of you. If they are not behind 
you 100 percent, you will either be leaving the job or leaving your partner. 

Can you tell me about your family? You met your husband via 
personal ad years ago. Were you closeted? Was he? What was the 
relationship like? What's it like now? Why did you decide to get 
married, as opposed to some other arrangement? 

DB: Greg Carlson: Iron Ranger, Finlander. A toxic combination! We 
were young. I had this Italian boyfriend for a few months and one day he 
stopped by with a buzz cut and took off to the army. Never heard from 
him again. So I'm seeing ads in the Twin Cities Reader. I answer a few. 
It takes, like, months for them to process the secure exchange of mail. I 
almost forget about it until one day a few letters arrive in a manila enve- 
lope. Two had pictures and had to be immediately excluded. The last one 
had no picture and about a single paragraph ending with “Call me if you 
want." I got shingles about this time and was home in bed for a while. I 
was bored, I called and we talked every day for hours. He was so caring 
about my condition. We wanted to meet but it was really a couple months 
before I felt better. Then we met at the old, original Champps on West 
Seventh. This was 1988. I think I moved into his condo a month later. 

So, almost 30 years later, here we are in our same house for about 
25 years. We've been through a dozen dogs and enjoy taking care of our 
home and having guests over to hang out by the pool. Ask any couple 
that has been together for a long time; you start to find some of your own 
passions — Greg with his Harley, me out with my friends — but we still 
have the comfort of coming home to each other at the end of the day. 
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We married about three years ago. I think we would have been perfectly 
content as we were but as we all know the benefits are reason enough. It 
is nice to be married, though. 

What would you like the world to know about your son-like 
exchange students? 

DB: For years, I think we were substituting pets for kids. That 
worked for a while but I know that at least I yearned for a real kid around 
the house. My maternal instincts were not being fulfilled. I signed up for 
a mentor program in Dakota County where I was matched with a great 
six-year-old boy. I couldn't get enough of seeing him and at one point we 
broke off from the program and he started keeping a bedroom in our 
home. He's fourteen now and we have him with us as often as possible. 

A few years ago I received a letter requesting a home for an exchange 
student who was interested in being a firefighter. I tossed it because I 
thought Greg would have no interest. I mentioned it that night and he got 
all excited. I managed to find the letter and a few months later we had our 
first exchange student, Tim from Germany. Not only was it fun but it gave 
Greg and me something of mutual interest, which is always important as 
your relationship gets on in years. This year we've had Santi from Spain 
and both these boys, including many of their friends, have been just like 
sons to us. It's hard to send them home but we have developed relation- 
ships that will last our lifetime. I work for an agency now that places ex- 
change students. Those that I place become quite close to us as well. 

Your demotion with the Eagan Fire Department occurred after 
having to *reapply" for your own job as battalion chief. What do 
you think would have happened if you hadn't volunteered your 
marriage status when reapplying for your job? 

DB: Don't know because it didn't happen that way. I never “volun- 
teered" any information. It was asked and I answered. 

Why did you not come out earlier? 

DB: I didn't see a need. 

What else would you like Lavender's readers to know about you? 
DB: I stand up for what I believe in. When I tell my friends and family I 
love them I mean it. I don't have a single regret. 
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Pride 2011 
* 


WE 
SURVIVED 
THE FIRST 
SIX MONTHS! 


(SEND PASTRIES ANYWAY.) 


It's 7 a.m., and I’m sitting at my desk in my office. Birds are starting 
to wake up outside my window. A hot cup of fresh coffee lets off steam 
amid a pile of pacifiers and toys. It's quiet — too quiet — and I consider 
checking on my sleeping baby for the millionth time. I resist, not want- 
ing to tempt the fates in charge of keeping my baby asleep for an extra 
hour. I relish the quiet solitude and take advantage of the silence to write. 

Just kidding. 

'The baby monitor crackles as Peter wakes up. He lets out his good 
morning cry and I retrieve him. Five minutes of snuggles, a diaper 
change, and it's now "Take Your Kid to Work Day" at this home office. 
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Pregnancy photos by a.m. photography. Baby photos courtesy of the 
Bradbury Family 


Not only will I be trying to beat multiple deadlines, but ГЇЇ also be wran- 
gling the most adorably disruptive and distracting officemate known to 
man. I wouldn't have it any other way. 

By the time this article goes to print, Peter will be six months old. 
In the grand scheme of things, six months is a relatively short amount 
of time. But looking back that far (heck, even reflecting on last week!) 
is like looking back into a completely different life. Days and nights are 
still kind of blurred together, moments go by too quickly, and it seems 
like Peter hits a new milestone everyday. It's easy to get caught up in the 
daily grind of diapers, laundry, feeding, et cetera ad nauseum, but taking 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 172 


ы МУНА ЭУ ЛУ УА. А 


US 


TURE + DESIGN 


| || i машта 


VE I'uisgich.cofh 


- - ~ HVAC DIVISION ELECTRICAL DIVISION 
HEATING COOLING SCR, жый Ricans 


a pride week kickoff party 
featuring classic club hits 
of the 705 & 80's | 


ROBBIE 
LESLiE! 


with special performances 
by NiNAsDiIANGELO! 
"M. best disco 


outfit and win a prize! 


UPTO YEARS tas б 


СЗ 
ІН 


7, 


~ 
\ 
4 


-- 


COMBINING BEAUTY AND FUNCTIONALITY, 
ONE SPACE AT A TIME. 


sunday, june 18 
2-8pm | 
$5:cover | 21+ 


# 


T 


Фул TWIN CITIES 
CLOSET COMPANY 


901 hennepin ave | 612-252-7000 


in partnership with 


' a MERI DIAN 


CHAMBERS MINNEAPOLIS 


Contact us for a complimentary in-home design consultation: 
Call (612) 623-0987 or visit www.tccloset.com 
2634 Minnehaha Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN 55406 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM |171 


5 


a minute to reflect reminds me just how lucky we are to be parents. 

Krissy had a relatively easy pregnancy, but Peter stayed on past his 
due date. When he showed no intention of joining us in the outside world 
by 41 weeks, our midwife suggested an induction. We had planned for a 
natural birth with minimal medical interventions, but (as our wise elders 
told us) birth plans don’t always work out. We checked into the mater- 
nity ward on a Friday evening with the naive expectation of having a baby 
by noon on Saturday. HA. 

30 hours went by. We were unable to sleep, and we still didn’t have 
a baby. Everyone was stressed and tired; there were minor complica- 
tions, and we wanted to ensure Peter’s safety. So our plan for a natural 
birth was thrown out the window. Around 4:30 on Sunday morning, we 
decided that a C-section would be the safest plan for Krissy and Peter. 

I knew we were in the best hands possible, but nothing prepared me 
for the terror I felt when they wheeled Krissy out of the labor and de- 
livery suite. I was alone in this huge room where we were supposed to 
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welcome our son into the world, shaking as I donned my surgical scrubs. 
We were trading the dimmed lights and comforting decor of the labor 
suite for the harsh, sterile environment of a surgical room. This was not 
what we planned. 

But, you know what? Everything turned out OK. Peter was born at 
5:21 a.m. on December 4th. After a quick examination to make sure 
he was safe and healthy, we slowly walked him across the surgical 
floor to place him on Krissy’s chest. We sang his lullaby to him as he 
nursed for the first time. It was more beautiful than I ever imagined 
a C-section could be. 

Krissy came up with an apt description of the whole labor/childbirth/ 
new mom scenario. Labor and childbirth are like running a marathon. 
But instead of resting when you’re done, you immediately proceed to do 
an Ironman competition. With a tiny human clinging to you. 

We had a few days of “recovery” in the hospital with Peter. And on 
the third day, they turned us loose; we were sent out into the big, scary, 
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snowy world with a fragile, perfect little baby boy. The duty of driving 
home from the hospital fell on my shoulders. 

Iam a chronically nervous driver; add no sleep and precious cargo to 
the mix, and I was a bit of a wreck. But this was something only I could 
do. It was one of the first moments where I felt like my family depended 
on me to protect them. I took that responsibility seriously. 

We made it home safely, and that's honestly all I remember of 
the first few weeks. With the help of Krissy's mother and a village of 
friends who kept us fed and our house clean, we got through it. I never 
thought I would be so relieved to have someone come over to just hold 
Peter so I could shower or (if I was feeling really adventurous) throw 
in a load of laundry. 

And too soon, we were expected to get back to life as usual. Krissy 
was lucky to have a long maternity leave, but I was back to work within a 
month. I got to ease back into reality since I work from home three days 
a week. But the first day away was surreal, and I swear when I came 
home Peter's hair was redder. It broke my heart to be missing out on his 
new adventures every day, but I feel very fortunate that I can be home 
as much as I am. 

Krissy found the anticipation of returning to work worse than actually 
going back to the office. Nursing Peter had come to rule her day, and the 
thought of relinquishing that special bonding time was hard to accept. 
For Krissy, returning to work was like tearing a band-aid off quickly. 
She's still coming to terms with being absent most of the day, but being 
away is much more manageable than she thought it would be. And it 
makes those homecoming moments all the more special. 

One of the coolest things about raising a tiny human is watching their 
personality develop. Somehow, we were blessed with a baby who loves 
show-tunes and zucchini. He's generally a happy kid and never wants to 
miss out on anything. (Of course, that all may change tomorrow.) Peter's 
fear-of-missing-out is great when we are out and about; he's curious and 
easily entertained even on the dullest of errands. But when it comes time 
for bed, that's a whole different story. He doesn't want to miss anything, 
and as much as we try to tell him that we really don't do anything past 8 
p.m. anymore, he's determined to keep the party going. 

It's also just mind-blowing to witness human development so closely. 
I'm amazed at what that tiny baby brain does, and we actually see him 
making progress. Brag alert: in one week, he learned to flip from his 
tummy to his back, splash in his bath water, put his pacifier back in his 
mouth, and sit unassisted for a brief time. Can you imagine an adult de- 
veloping four new skills within such a short amount of time?! It's nothing 
short of amazing. 

He's also much more expressive and aware, and he's determined to 
engage with everyone and everything he comes into contact with (OMG 
A COFFEE BAG OMG A MAXIPAD). He also reacts to Krissy and me 
differently. I can make him squeal and laugh with just a glance, but Kris- 
sy can comfort him instantly. And together, the three of us, are complete. 

As wonderful as it is, I’m not going to pretend everything is all sun- 
shine and rainbows over here. I came down with a pretty intense bout of 
cabin fever around Peter's five-month mark. I felt trapped in the house 
and overwhelmed by all the tasks I couldn't get done. I felt like I was fail- 
ing at my job and failing at being a good mother to Peter. It was stewing 
inside me and spoiling every day I was at home. I was resentful that I 
was working, I was resentful that I was staying at home, I was downright 
resentful of everything. 

'The solution turned out to be simpler than I thought. I just had to be 
honest with Krissy about how I was feeling. It royally sucked having to 
admit that I felt overwhelmed and that I couldn't do everything I needed 
to do. I was scared to admit that I felt like a bad mom, but just getting that 
off my chest alleviated the burden of feeling like a failure. I realize that, 
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as parents, we can never do everything we need to do, but we are capable 
of much more than we think we are. We are stronger than we think we 
are. And together, everything is manageable. 

I feel pretty spoiled rotten that I have such an amazing partner. We 
tag-team the diaper changes that require four hands, we share particu- 
larly traumatizing poopy diapers on Snapchat, and we try to keep up with 
normal human things like groceries, laundry, and cooking. Our priori- 
ties have drastically changed; hobbies are still non-existent, but we know 
this is only temporary. Trading my gym time and Krissy's pottery time 
for hours with Peter is so worth it. 

We are also blessed to have such a strong group of mothers and 
friends who help us out at the drop of a hat. Our mothers are thrilled to 
participate in Peter's life, and they visit as much as possible. Peter has 
too many "aunties" to count, and we have so many people we can lean on 
when we need support. 

We also live in a neighborhood with fantastic mothers around every 
corner. One particularly rough morning, I was relieved to find a neigh- 
borhood mom on my bus to work. I hadn't slept, I can't remember if I 
showered, and my coffee was sitting on the counter at home. But Becky 
was there on the bus, offering words of encouragement and telling me 
that I was strong enough to get through the rough early months. It's 
comforting knowing that we have some awesome mom-friends nearby 
who are always willing to encourage us on this journey of parenthood. 

As one mom in a two-mom household, I’ve been ready to pull my 
claws out to defend our family. But surprisingly, we haven't heard any- 
thing negative about our family at all. If someone asks a question about 
Peter's birth, I usually feel comfortable sharing our story. This willing- 
ness to share is surprising to me because I am normally defensive about 
my privacy. But I also believe in the importance of celebrating all types 
of families, so I try to share our experience if people seem genuinely 
interested. It's important for everyone to remember that there are so 
many ways to make a family. 

And speaking of family, Minnesota is great in that I was able to sign 
Peter's birth certificate as a parent. But given our current political cli- 
mate, we decided that we wanted to make sure all of our bases were 
covered. Our family lawyer is helping me go through the process of fully 
adopting Peter. It's incredibly strange to think about someone evaluating 
whether or not I'm a fit parent to a child I've cared for every single day 
of his life, but the adoption process is necessary for us to feel completely 
safe and protected as a family. 

Everything we do now takes at least twice the amount of time that it 
used to. Gone are the days where I can focus 100 percent on my work or 
even get things done in a timely fashion. (Case in point: as I was typing 
this paragraph, Peter demanded a story. Ten minutes later, back to the 
writing grind.) 

But as much as I love being productive, I love being involved with 
Peter more. I love seeing his face light up as I sing or do my best Julie 
Andrews impression. When he squeals with delight and screeches, it 
makes my mediocre job performance worth it. 

As parents, we can't do it all. There will always be some piece of 
clothing covered in last night's dinner that needs laundering. There will 
always be dog hair on the floor. There will always be sacrifices made in 
order to meet the minimum requirements of survival. But I resent any- 
one who says we can't have it all, because that comes down to what you 
define as all. My all is my family, our health, and hope for our future. And 
by my definition of all, I have it. в 


This is a follow-up to a piece Kathleen wrote in our 2016 Pride Issue about 
experiences she and Krissy were having with pregnancy: "Things No One Tells 
You About Lesbian Pregnancy: A Non-Bio Mom-To-Be's Experience with the 
Miracle of Life." Find it on www.lavendermagazine.com. 
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Over 70 countries criminalize same-sex relationships. The sever- 
ity of penalties for homosexuality in these countries range from pay- 
ing fines to the death penalty. Imprisonment is a common form of 
penalty, while corporal punishment is also imposed in some areas. 
Yet the Mossier Social Action and Innovation Center (MoSAIC) 
was created to help global LGBT entrepreneurs thrive. “What makes 
MOSAIC different is that we're taking risks where this international 
community of LGBT rights advocates don't want to take risks," says 
Nick Alm, MoSAIC's co-executive director. “We do go to the ground, 
and we confirm with them that they're willing to take these risks to 
be out and to start these businesses. They know the climate better 
than anybody and we're not going to tell people don't start a pig farm 
in Uganda because you're going to be targeted. I'm inspired continu- 
ously by these people because they're out and they don't care." 
Named for Kevin Mossier, a Minnesotan entrepreneur and philan- 
thropist who devoted his time and profits to furthering equality for the 
LGBT community, MoSAIC works with Minnesota-based companies 
and individuals to fund LGBT entrepreneurial projects internationally. 
“Tf Cargill is in Kenya, how are they incorporating LGBT into their 
operations over there and how can we essentially help these people 
get off the ground and start their own human rights movements, but 
do it through an economic empowerment angle?" asks co-executive 
director Charlie Rounds. “Not a lot of organizations fight to get mon- 
ey in the hands of these individuals the way that they want to do it." 
Taking cues from local LGBT entrepreneurs, MoSAIC's inter- 
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INTERNATIONAL 


national projects range from a trans-led pig farm in Uganda, travel in- 
dustry training by Marriott for young LGBT people in the Dominican 
Republic, a lake resort retreat in Kenya for East African LGBT refugees, 
and a cyber center training LGBT refugees at Kakuma refugee camp. 

"LGBT youth empowerment here in Minnesota is the other half of 
the coin,” Alm says. “We essentially create internship opportunities and 
professional development opportunities for students here in Minnesota 
working with these entrepreneurs internationally. What that does is get 
them international experience. We can produce internships very unique 
to what you would be able to find going to a Fortune 500 company or a 
nonprofit here in the Twin Cities." 

Through these experiences, Alm says young LGBT leaders will then 
take those skills into the working world with an elevated sense of what 
is needed in the LGBT movement globally, moving forward. “We really 
do believe that the next generation of LGBT leaders needs to be focused 
globally as well as locally," he adds. "The tendency is for people to focus 
on Minnesota, they don't want to focus internationally, and for a lot of 
good reasons based on everything that's going on. But we're going to 
try to do both at the same time, because that's what the future demands." 

With entirely unique business landscapes in each project location, 
Rounds stresses the importance of listening to the people doing the work. 
New projects seeking funding come to MoSAIC through highly trusted 
contacts that Rounds has known through his wealth of experience abroad. 

“I just go in with a blank slate,” he says. “I sit down and ask what they 
want and how we can help. LGBT rights have to come up from the bottom, 
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they have to be worked internally. The term we use is organic. You can't 
come in with the Human Rights Campaign in Nairobi and go, ‘Let’s have a 
black tie dinner, where's the movie stars and let's get them on some ads.' 
It's not going to work in Kenya. They have to win the hearts and minds and 
then change laws in their own countries. They have to lead it. But they've 
gotta have access to employment. That's what people said." 

Alms nods in agreement, adding, ^We go in with the assumption 
that if they want to do a chicken farm or a pig farm or a cyber cafe 
teaching computer skills to people, that that's the correct thing to do. 
And then we just ask, in two years, will this employ 50 people, 100 
people, and how do we get to that point? And then we do the work here 
to say: 'OK, Land O'Lakes, you give money to agricultural-based proj- 
ects in these countries. We've got three of them here who are amazing 
and we want you to fund that project, but then also fund people here to 
assist with whatever technical assistance, or figure out the sourcing/ 
importing process, or whatever it may be.' We just make connections, 
really, to find out how to connect those people with the individuals or 
organizations who are going to accelerate them." 

Those connections are not random, they have to make sense. Anoth- 
er project MoSAIC works with is a group of Kenyan immigrants here in 
Minnesota importing lavender tea from Kenya, with profits returning to 
people across the ocean. With more than 10,000 Kenyans living in Min- 
nesota and the University of Minnesota's strong relationships with uni- 
versities in Kenya, there is already a strong link between the two locales. 

Yet, with the laws often working against them, it may seem the lo- 
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cal entrepreneurs are fighting ап uphill 
battle. Alm says, “Гуе stopped asking 
questions about if they're sure they want 
to do it. They don't have time for it and 
they don't care." 

Rounds confirms, “Ме have to take 
risks. Continuing to do things the same 
way is just not going to work. The key is, 
we don't talk the language of politics. We 
talk the language of economic growth. 
Even the most conservative people, it's 
hard to get them to argue with economic 
growth. You have to talk to them in their 
language, not our language." 

In philanthropy and international de- 
velopment, Rounds says things are slowly 
moving toward the notion that you cannot 
come in with a Western-based model and 
expect it to work locally. “The reality is, 
they know what works, and you gotta re- 
spect that; you can't just come in and im- 
pose your ideas," he says. "The challenge 
with international development is, many 
times, how can it benefit the company 
that's sending them? Part of the problem 
was, instead of saying how can we truly 
help locally, it’s how can we help locally but 
make sure we're getting something out of 
the pie? That's not going to work anymore; 
it’s got to be organic, it’s got to be them. 
Otherwise it's a flawed model. There's this 
industrial philanthropic complex in New 
York and Washington. People are making 
multiple six-figures to go look at what's 
going on on the ground. That's just not a 
model. It can't work that way anymore." 

MOSAIC will certainly look at financial 
statements and ROI, but Alm says he'll be 
looking at the number of people employed 
and at their stories as gauges for success. 

"Success to me has always been based 
on are we creating jobs or not?" he says. 
*We set out to create jobs, to get capital to 
people who need it. As we begin to realize 
some more returns on these investments, 
it will be the stories that come out of it. The 
people employed, what they did with that 
job. It's going to be way more story-based." 

One such story that's emerged as a mea- 
sure of success comes from the Kenyan tea 
project. Searching for a new hire in western 
Kenya, the business owners (five hetero- 
sexual Kenyan men) said their top three 
candidates scored highly in all of their 
search criteria. Yet one woman emerged as 
the top candidate due to her passion to de- 
fend minorities including women, children, 
and LGBT. The woman, Diana, said it best: 
"Like anybody else, these minorities have 
the right to be who they want to be and to 
live their full potential." m 
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The Sacred Era 

Yoshio Aramaki 

University of Minnesota Press 
$22.95 


A tale that includes a past history of a parched and barren 
Earth might seem an obvious trope for today, but the 
author of The Sacred Era (Shinseidai) was born in Japan 
in 1933, while Era, considered his magnum opus, was 
written in 1978. A work of speculative fiction, the book 
melds the post-apocalyptic with space travel, religion, 
heresy, family, romance, and sex. In a distant future, 
youthful protagonist K arrives at the Papal Court of 

the Holy Empire of Igitur to take the Sacred Exam. He 
succeeds, and passes on through far worlds, mysterious, 
dream- and nightmare-like, and trackless space to planet 
Bosch, a giant, floating plant world where...where 

it’s best to hie yourself and personally experience K’s 
epiphany with the assumed centuries-dead heretic Darko 
Dachilko. 


A Hiss Before Dying 

Rita Mae Brown & Sneaky Pie Brown 
Bantam 

$27 


Brown and Brown take the reader again to Crozet, 
Virginia, for their 26th mystery alternating adventures 
of present day inhabitants (particularly human sleuth 
“Harry” Harristeen and cats Mrs. Murphy and Pewter 
with Corgi, Tee Tucker) with the town’s 18th century 
founders. Now, the animal posse finds an eyeball and 
strip of skin on their wanderings, while a wealthy private 
investigator and art collector’s corpse is found nearby. 
Native American art thefts, slave chits used by earlier 
citizenry, and the lives of original owners and slaves are 
woven skillfully into this intriguing tale. As always, the 
Browns make the history of the area and the lives of 
the departed, on whose lands Harry and the others live 
and whose toil created their town, as absorbing as the 
present. 


John Stanley: Giving Life to Little Lulu 
Bill Schelly 

Fantagraphic Books 

$39.99 


John Stanley’s personal life is more opaque than many 

of his contemporaries. In this oversized volume with 
many color illustrations, Bill Schelly, author of several 
other excellent biographies, here presents what is known 
through interviews with Stanley, his son, Jim, and others. 
Stanley started as an opaquer for Max Fleischer in 1934, 
moved on to Western, illustrating Tom and Jerry for Our 
Gang Comics. Litte Lulu, created by Marjorie (Marge) 
Lyman Henderson in 1935, came to Stanley through 
Western in 1944; the rest is history. He both wrote and 
drew from 1945 to ’59, writing for himself (or co-worker 
Walt Kelly), “but never the faceless mass of kids.” And it 
shows. Schelly writes clearly and accessibly, never letting 
his ardor for his subject slide into fanboy apotheosization. 


The Atheist and the Parrotfish 
Richard Barager 

Evolved Publishing 

$16.95 


Science and religion; often strange bedfellows. Stories 
here twine around nephrologist Cullen Brodie, his patient 
and heart-kidney transplantee, Ennis Willoughby, and 
others whose past lives and sins drive their various, 

often compulsive, behaviors. Ennis, 63, a somewhat 
down-and-out is a cross-dresser who finds that he will 

be a recipient. Unusual in these cases, Brodie knows the 
donor, his superior’s daughter-in-law, wife of a co-worker. 
Ennis begins to get “messages” from his new organs 

and divines, correctly, her gender and name, her favorite 
tastes. Atheist Brodie poo-poohs Ennis’s rantings, putting 
them onto his guilt at cross-dressing as “Elaine,” (who 

he feels is antagonistic to donor Carla) but he, too, is 
immersed in old guilts and misdemeanors. In this tale, 
religion (Roman Catholicism) wins the day. В 
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General Line Antiques! 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


763 682-5667 
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Dem HOME & GARDEN 


e 24 Rachel Qe 


Home is where you hang your hat, so make sure that stylish sunhat 
has a chic home to match with fresh summer updates. The Galleria Edina 
home stores are here to help with ideas and tips on what to look for in 
home decor and entertaining this season. Between home store musts like 
Restoration Hardware, Crate & Barrel, Pottery Barn, and Arhaus, and 
local favorites like Ampersand and Gabbert's, Galleria is a home decor 
devotee's dream and obvious authority on the subject of all things home. 
Insider tip: the Galleria Williams-Sonoma recently renovated to include 
their amazing fine furniture line, and it's the first Williams-Sonoma store 
in the state to offer a complimentary interior design consultant on site. 

Moody Blues — From cobalt to deep navy, blue is the hue of choice 
this season when it comes to summer entertaining. Classic blue and 
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SUMMER HOME TRENDS МИТА 


У. АУМА 


white vintage patterns have reemerged in tabletop and blue botanicals 
and blooms give this classic trend a new twist. 

Cheerful Accents — Taken from the runways, exciting extras 
like pompoms, tassels, and embroidery help add an eclectic element 
to both apparel and home decor this summer. А pompom-edged table 
runner or embroidered throw are interesting additions to add some 
punch to your palace. 

Mixed Naturals — Bring the outdoors in with home elements made 
from organic materials like wood, metal, and stone; terra cotta is the 
earthenware standout this season. Mix and match these elements to 
give a natural aesthetic a modern feel. Also, add actual greenery to your 
interior spaces with wall vases and terrariums. 
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CUSTOM CABINETRY · ADDITIONS & DORMERS · KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 
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House Lift 612.821.1100 or 651.690.3442 
REM MODELER www.houseliftinc.com 
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sponsor the Twin Cities Pride Parade. / " 
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Offers end 6/30/17 or while supplies last. See dealer for details. 
*2017 Mirage $9,699. **2017 Outlander Sport $15,999. ***Value of gas 
card determined based on model line of vehicle purchased. 40 MPG for 
Mirage and G4, Lancer 35 MPG and Outlander/Sport 30 MPG. Based on 
12k miles/year and average gas price of $2.25/gallon. Value not to exceed 
$300. Must finance through Ally. Not valid on prior purchases. 


GAS FOR THE SUMMER ESS 

any new Mitsubishi vehicle!" 
WHITE BEAR MITSUBISHI A 
WHITE BEAR MITSUBISHI e 


= A < - ; ; 
LIFE ГІМЕ Емегу пем vehicle purchase includes the 
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY ЖИЕ” White Bear Mitsubishi Lifetime Powertrain Warranty! 


*Lifetime Powertrain Warranty is valid from vehicle sale date through the customer's lifetime, or until the customer no longer owns the vehicle. Non-transferrable. Limitations apply. 
See dealer or visit whitebearmitsubishi.com for complete details, including covered components, exclusions, and owner's responsibilities. 


e 651.204.4750 WHITE BEAR 


MITSUBISHI 3400 Highway 61, Just North of 694 
MOTORS 


wmm 1-0 whiteBearMitsubishicomn MITSUBISHI 


HOME & GARDEN 
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Unexpected Textures — Texture is an easy update to add interest 
to any room with woven rugs, tactile pillow fabrics, and even furniture 
pieces with unique finishes or ornate details. Layering different textures 
in the same color scheme is also an update that's unique and interesting 
to the eye. 

Artisanal Inspiration — Unique, one-of-a-kind decor elements are 
a must for adding an element of interest to your space. Look for hand- 
blown vases, ceramics, handcrafted porcelain, or wood working wonders 
that fit with your home's personality. 

Upscale Outdoor — Time to toss your paper plates and plastic cups. 
'The picnic has gone fancy this season with leather-handled baskets, chic 
wine coolers, galvanized extras, and gorgeous melamine dinnerware that 
will make you do a double take (it looks like real china!). The backyard 
will become your new dinner party headquarters. ң 

White Marble — Marble accents аге still hot this season, from 
gorgeous tabletops to unique planters to luxe kitchen basics like cheese M | 

iy 


aly 


boards and dipping bowls. This timeless material looks even more 
glamorous when paired with metals like brass or copper. 

Quirky Prints — Fun prints and patterns aren’t just reserved for 
your kiddo’s bedroom this season; add a splash of whimsy to your decor 
this summer with flamingos, butterflies, fruit, and fantastic florals. As 
is the rule with all entertaining things, the key to this trend is to use in 
moderation. 

Metallic Mainstay — Metals continue to shine on this season 
in home lighting and fixtures, kitchen accessories, and more. A big 
trend the last few years, copper is now an everyday staple with copper 
cookware, flatware, drinkware, and even kitchen electrics (the iconic 
KitchenAid mixer just landed at William-Sonoma in a gorgeous copper’). 
You'll spot warm metallics like gold and brass also reemerging, and don't 
be afraid to mix cool and warm metal accents in the same room. 
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MAINTENANCE 
RESTORATION 
PERFORMANCE 


305 THOMAS AVEN., MINNEAPOLIS 


612-374-2604 


FPTUNED.COM 


Always FREE to listen and reply to ads! 


aymates or soul Mates, 
youll find them 
on MegaMates , 


(612) 294-9479 


“чүш com 18+ 


LaMettry's 


Collision, Glass and More! 


OVER 20 
AUTO MANUFACTURER 
CERTIFICATIONS 


INCLUDING TESLA, PORSCHE, AND AUDI 


Bloomington | Burnsville | Chanhassen 
Eden Prairie | Inver Grove Heights | Lakeville 
Maplewood | New Brighton | Richfield 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
1-888-898-0016 


GET AN ONLINE ESTIMATE AT 


LAMETTRYS.COM 


Bortel Firî 


WE ARE OUTRAGED. 


Defending LGBTQ Immigrants & Asylum Seekers 


THE BORTEL FIRM, LLC 
825 NICOLLET MALL, #811, MINNEAPOLIS 
612.388.5566 | BORTELFIRM.COM 
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CELEBRATING 15 YEARS 


Scooterville 


minnesota 


лажно : | .- --/seootervilleMN.com. 


Kitchens. 
^Baths 
Basements 


ы Qum TEE за 
And Моге 2 маде: 5 жы анык. 
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UNLIMITED 


WASH CLUB 


Convenient, unlimited car washes at multiple 
locations in the Minnesota area. 


MISTERCARWASH.COM 
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An Advocate for the 
GLBT Community 
Since 1999... See You At Pride! 


651-483-5246 


6020 HODGSON ROAD, LINO LAKES 
WWW.BOBSAUTORANCH.COM 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


p m 


(HAGENS 2222. 


FREE Estimates • АП Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


Hours of Operation: Monday - Friday 7am - 5:30pm 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls 


612-872-6671 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


OUR STAFHISEXCITEDLTOMEETY OU; 
HEARYOURSTORY'AND'FIND'YOU 
SOMETHING YOU WILL LOVE. 


COME!|SEE|OUR'AWESOME SELECTION 
OF BIKES, ATVS AND MORE! | | - 


Honda Powersports & Equipment Dealer. 


www.osseopowersports.com | (763) 315-0200 |116 County Rd 81, Osseo, MN 55369 a пе UIS 
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RIDE REVIEW 
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It seems that everyone is offering a crossover/SUV these days. 

This is not a bad thing, really. Consumers want them and the manu- 
facturers offer them to fulfill those wants and needs. It is a simple lesson 
in commerce. 

From there, each offering has to be distinctive in styling, perfor- 
mance, capability, practicality, technology, and in providing the highest 
level of safety available. These are all easy to engineer and design, right? 

Yes and no. But, who says that a crossover/SUV has to look, drive, 
and interact with its owner like everyone else? 

For 2011, MINI introduced the Countryman. It was a moment that 
engaged with its owner and fan base, while the rest of the automotive 
and consumer world scratched their heads. There was proof that MINI 
made everyone notice: in 2012, one in three new vehicles sold was a 
Countryman. By 2013, 31 percent of all new car registrations for MINI 
were Countryman. In all, you may mark this "stretching of the brand" 
model a success. 

For 2017, MINI introduced a new Countryman. The formula contin- 
ued as such: a design rooted form the original Hardtop model, but with 
four-door access, a large liftgate, and space for five people and whatever 
they want to bring with them. It also offered the current engine range 
and the option of ALLA all-wheel drive. This formula worked successfully 
from 2011 to 2016 in the original Countryman. It appears that they may 
have perfected it for this new one. 

In this current round of product renewals at MINI, we found there 
was more involvement from parent BMW in the development of each 
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new model. In the Countryman, BMW lent not only the platform from its 
X1 SUV, but the two engines they developed for MINT' lineup and oth- 
er key components and technologies the German company developed 
for the entire group. The Countryman is produced in the Netherlands, 
something that is sort of a reality for even an iconic British brand. 

The basics of the Type F60 Countryman are that of an enlarged 
MINI Hardtop, applied to the BMW X1 platform — the UKL2 — and 
shaped accordingly. Compared to the previous model, the Countryman 
retains its upright body stance, but with some athletic and aggres- 
sive touches throughout. The roof area rearward of the C-pillar looks 
stretched, the front end molded aggressively, and the tailgate has been 
redone to put the license plate on it. In all, it looks more distinctive than 
the previous Countryman. 

'The formal name of our tester is the 2017 MINI Cooper S Countryman 
ALLA. In short, we'll call it the Countryman. However, we like the details 
that the Cooper S brings to the Countryman. The grille texture, the side 
grilles on the front bumpers, and the 18-inch alloy wheels bring out more 
of the Countryman's personality. What we love even more is the paint 
scheme on our tester: Chestnut with black roof and mirror caps. There is 
something about it that makes this Countryman pop even more. 

For MINI aficionados, the interior design is iconic. As we pointed out 
in our last review of a MINI — the Clubman — the center speedometer 
is no longer, it's been replaced by the MINI Connected infotainment sys- 
tem. The speedometer, along with the tachometer, gas gauge, and infor- 
mation screen, is attached to the adjustable steering column. Switches 
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BOLT-EV TODAY! СЕЕ. ROSEDALE CHEVROLET IS THE ONLY 
We LE M 7 аза. DEALERSHIP WITHIN 300 MILES 
Wi xpeditediDelivery by, September EE Ж 

== ж ی‎ ТО HAVE THE BOLT EV. 


We have 3 Electric Vehicle Specialists and 
Certified Technicians. 


Every VIP Pre-Order receives a $1,000+ 
Bolt EV VIP Gift Package which includes 
many items including a Level 2 Portable 
Charger for the car. 


FINDNEWROADS E 4 ERVICE: 877-849-4833 
= WWW.ROSEDALECHEV.COM/BOLTEV 35W & COUNTY ROAD C, ROSEVILLE MN 55113 


Performance that moves you. 
Beauty that stops you in your tracks. 


The 2017 C-Class Coupe. Engineered for superior sportiness and equipped with 
DYNAMIC SELECT —a feature that allows you to alter the driving dynamics to your 
exact liking —the C-Class Coupe will send you, and your heart, racing in seconds. 
Yet its stylish good looks will just as quickly bring you to a halt. This is the stunning 
C-Class Coupe. MBUSA.com/C-Coupe 


Mercedes-Benz 
The best or nothing. 


952-546-5301 
13500 Wayzata Blvd 
Imported Autos Minnetonka, MN 55305 


Searslmports.com 


2017 C300 Coupe shown in Lunar Blue metallic paint with optional equipment. ©2017 Authorized Mercedes-Benz Dealers For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.con 
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range from old fashioned toggles to modern switches, all within the 
MINT's design theme befitting its personality. That also includes a series 
of switches, along with MINT's version of the iDrive knob, that links back 
to the MINI Connected screen. 

'The MINI Connected 5.0 system is perhaps the biggest improvement 
on the Clubman. It is of the latest generation with an improved home 
screen, better color coding for functions, and BMW's latest navigation 
system on board our tester. Choose the Harmon/Kardon 12-speaker, 
410-watt system and you get superb sound inside the Countryman. 

'The front seats offer deep bolstering, while maintaining maximum 
comfort. It is also adjustable for height, rake, and recline. Rear seat 
space is superb with loads of headroom and great legroom for tall peo- 
ple. Occupants in both rows of seats will enjoy the available panoramic 
roof with a sliding shade for each row. The cargo hold is flexible, start- 
ing with 17.6 cubic feet in covered cargo behind the seat expanding 
to 47.6 cubic feet with the rear seat folded down. This also includes 
underfloor storage in the back. 

Like the rest of the MINI lineup, you can get the Countryman with a 
choice of two engines. Cooper models get a 134-horsepower, 1.5-liter, tur- 
bocharged three-cylinder engine, while the Cooper S gets the 189-horse- 
power, 2.0-liter, turbocharged four-cylinder engine. The Cooper S is truly 
the choice of the Countryman. Our tester came with an eight-speed au- 
tomatic transmission with the ALLA all-wheel drive system. The drive- 
line is just fine for this vehicle, considering it only weighs 3,671 pounds. 
We were unable to measure fuel economy, but the sticker states that we 
should average 26 MPG with this tester. 

There are three drive modes to choose from by a switch at the bot- 
tom of the shifter. Select Green or Medium and you get a nice, smooth 


ride, though it comes with a soft steering feel and plenty of roll through 
some hard curves. Switch to Sport and things improve for the better. 
The steering feel becomes heavier and more controlled, while the sus- 
pension tightens up for better curve management. However, Sport mode 
still offers a very smooth ride with a lot of dampening from potholes and 
cracks on the roadway. 

With steering weight comes great turning precision and response. 
The system reacts to road feel and enables a tight turning radius for 
better maneuverability. The brakes are good with great pedal feel and re- 
sponse. We were unable to do panic testing on these brakes. The Coun- 
tryman has a reputation for being safe. This vehicle offers a rearview 
camera, parking sensors, rain-sensing wipers, a head-up display, and 
adaptive cruise control, among other active safety features. 

Base price for the Countryman lineup is $26,600. For the Cooper S 
ALIA model, that base price goes up to $31,600. Our tester is fully loaded 
with a sticker price of $40,090. 

Тће sum of the vehicle is quite simple: the MINI Countryman works 
as a crossover that will take people wherever they want to go in a fun, 
fashionable way. That's just scratching the surface. As a premium prod- 
uct, it offers a higher level of quality, technology, and performance that 
will attract both loyal and new customers to the MINI brand. 

'To offer something in a hot market segment, one has to be different. 
Тћа is something the MINI Countryman accomplishes quite easily. But, 
can it satisfy its owners and deliver on the promise of practicality, capa- 
bility, and overall satisfaction? If you already love what MINI offers to 
their customers, then the short answer is “yes.” However, if you are not 
convinced, one drive in a Countryman will definitely provide you with 
that answer. BM 


ШНотте of (ә B Near 4A 000 Mile Warranty | 
[ДД GBREENGABAGEMN: COM | p 


Call у Ne. 
/ Appointments Today! 
61 2-255- 9473 


[27481 


ғ = NSNN | 


S oos 


198 | LAVENDER | JUNE 8- 21, 2017 
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Announcement includes a photo and up 
to 50 words. Appears in print and our 
online edition for 2 weeks. 
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BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS, DRAPERY AND MORE! 
Choose from the latest products, colors, and styles 

in the comfort of your own home! > ы 
Call Antoinette & Steve Today! 952-270-2898 y 2 g 


Each franchise is independently owned and operated. 


We specialize in rental Mini vans, Conversion Vans 
(Luxury 7 Passenger Vans), Full Size SUVs (Chevy 


Suburbans), and 12/15 Passenger Vans. T] — 


Our Service Department repairs all 
makes/models. Everything from oil 
changes to engine and transmission 
work. Most repairs come with 

12 month/12,000 mile nationwide warranty. 


SERVICE 


10% OFF any Repair $50-249 
15% OFF any Repair $250+ 


Mention code "LAVSRVC" at time of setting 
appointment/estimate to receive discount. 


RENTAL 


х 10% ОРЕ апу Кепќаі 


10% OFF OR unlimited Miles 
on any Rental 7+ Days 


Mention "LAVRENTAL" at time of 
quote/reservation to receive discount. 


www.mnatvrental.com 


116 County Road 81 | Osseo, MN 55369 | Email: paul € mnatvrental.com 


ACCREDITED 
ғғ” BUSINESS 
ВВ. 


Mulroy's Body 


А+ Shop, Inc. 
BBB ACCREDITED 


12/04/2001 


www.mulroysbodyshop.com 
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It’s What We Drive 


Five years ago, we asked you about your automobiles. We wanted to 
see which vehicles we identify with the most among the hundreds sold 
every year. 

We found that we were attracted to certain brands, based on market- 
ing and advertising that catered to us. We also found that certain vehicles 
among those brands took precedence over other products that might fit 
better budget-wise. Still, we followed some conventions — some might 
call them "stereotypes." 

In the automotive business, if you can fit behind the wheel, that auto- 
mobile is yours! Somehow, we believe that is still the case five years later. 
So many "Ride Reviews" and articles pertaining to the automotive cycle 
— from manufacturing to sales to ownership — point to one thing above 
all: as GLBT people, we still rely on our automobiles to get around. Some of 
us have even loved them as enthusiasts or even further in vehicle activity. 

One thing does become clear, we have a connection with our vehi- 
cles. Even on days when they do not work, we are still connected with 
them. When they do work, and superbly, the greatest pleasure in motor- 
ing comes out. Just like Pride! 


Chevrolet Bolt EV 


This time around, we crowdsourced on social media to find out wheth- 
er our original list from five years ago still stood the test of time. We still 
wanted to know what vehicles do we still identify with as GLBT people. 
Well. ..we found out some very interesting things that definitely evolved in 
the six years of regular automotive coverage in Lavender magazine. 

First of all, the number of automotive brands that are reaching out 
to us has expanded. Mercedes-Benz made a splash through a recent 
video that featured a male couple with one of their newest products. At 
the New York International Auto Show, the German luxury car brand 
hosted a VIP night for the GLBT community. We are now seeing that 
Mercedes-Benz has taken a leadership role in steering GLBT consum- 
ers toward their products. 
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Also recently, MINI has featured GLBT-themed advertising as part 
of their marketing approach. The result has been evident since MINI's 
arrival into the USA some 15 years ago. We have flocked to MINI’s prod- 
ucts during this entire span and continue to do so. The inclusive com- 
mercial, print, and social media campaign simply affirmed their syner- 
gistic relationship between the brand and the consumer. 


"fiat 124 Spider 
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Over the years, General Motors, Toyota, and Fiat Chrysler Automobiles 
provided opportunities for our consumers to engage with particular brands. 
In recent years, we have seen efforts from Fiat, Buick, Chevrolet, and Cadil- 
lac through both national and local campaigns across the country. 

Meanwhile, Subaru remains the top brand among GLBT automotive 
consumers. Being one of the first to advertise and reach out to us, the 
return on investment is a high identification with their vehicles and its 
owners. We helped make the Outback wagon and the Forester SUV the 
brand's sales leaders, as well as the standard bearing vehicle in our com- 
munity. Most of Subaru's products have GLBT owners, including the 
high performance WRX STi. 

We also know that Volkswagen is strong with GLBT consumers. This 
could be traced back to the original Beetle, since it was a sign against 
convention in American society. The counterculture took the Beetle and 
the Bus going back to the 1960s. We simply carried over that spirit well 
into the 1970s. Today, the newest Beetle, Jetta, and Golf/GTI models 
are among the latest vehicles with a high number of GLBT consumers. 


Volkswagen Jetta 

There were some surprises within our crowdsourcing. In the 1990s 
and 2000s, Saturn was an affordable way for everyone to own a solid 
automobile. Their demise in 2009 left GLBT Saturn owners to find other 
vehicles that offered up personality and affordability to purchase and 
own. Since then, Mitsubishi and Kia has filled the void. This is seen lo- 
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LAKEVILLE PLYMOUTH ROSEVILLE WOODBURY DULUTH ROCHESTER 
952.435.3399 763.551.3544 651.633.7042 651.750.0221 218.723.2302 507.780.1611 


schneidermans.com 
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cally, as well as nationwide. 

Two models actually stand out; both just happen to compete against 
each other. First, there's the Kia Soul, a funky, box-like crossover/ 
wagon that offers the same kind of feeling the Saturn did before it. It is 
highly functional and offers plenty of personality, traits that we actually 
like in our vehicles. The Soul also happens to be one of Kia's biggest 
selling models in the U.S. 

Locally, we have seen a high number of Mitsubishi Outlander Sports 
in our community. This is primarily due to a single dealer in town. This 
response to a single model shows another thing GLBT consumers do to 
support businesses that are run by people within our community. If we 
see an advertisement in this magazine, would we most likely patronize 
said business to get what we need and/or want? Most likely, yes. 


School 


OF MINNESOTA : | 


А WELCOMING PLACE FOR YOUR 


Mitsubishi Outlander Sport 


If you scan through what we listed so far, one could make the ar- 
gument about stereotyping on some level. GLBT consumers are just 
like everyone else. We have our needs and wants and will consult our 
friends, co-workers, and neighbors on what their experiences were 
with a particular vehicle; however, we do gravitate to brands that wel- 
come us more than others. 

Ultimately, our consumer power is not constrained by purchasing or 
leasing a new car from specific brands. For many of us, the automobile is 
mere transportation. Whether we buy it new or second- or fifth-hand, a 
car has to do what it is designed to do: get us from point A to B reliably. 
From that essential point, everything else is simply how we feel about 
our mode of transport. 

For us, it is how we transport ourselves that matters the most. B 


GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


NIO 
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CHILDREN 


Offering K through 8 education where children learn to resolve conflict, 


care for the environment and build a just community. 


WE FIND MONEY 
OTHERS MISS. 


Q 


If you didn't use H&R Block for your 2015, 2014, and 2013 tax preparation, you may be 
leaving money on the table. We'll review these past returns for accuracy to ensure you 
claimed all eligible tax credits and deductions, which could mean more money for you. 


|| 


Come in for a FREE Second Look’ Review.' 


Callor visit hrblock.com to make an 


H&R i A 
"TER appointment today. 
Get your taxes won. 
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ТҺіпіс Hop on over to the Zoo and experience the land down under, up north. 
LEARN MORE AT MNZOO.ORG 
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Visit us at the Twin Cities 
PRIDE Festival 


Loring Park • June 24-25 


workrt 


work your body. boost your brain. 


New Healthy Co-working 


open to all in St. Paul Midway! 
Move while you work! Treadmill desks, fitness 
equipment, lactation room, showers & kitchen. 


Co-workit.com 
Hourly, daily, and monthly rates. 


Visit us at Booth 0039 


Visit us at 
Lucena City, Philippines 
Minneapolis, Minnesaota, US 


+63-929-336-5092/+63 42-710-7939 
+1- 651-846-9109 


Kamaguna Guitars 
Напа Madg Guitars from the Philippines www. kar aguitars.com 


kamagunaguitars@gmail.com 


Tell Your Story 
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LISA NELSON 


D E 5 1 с м 5 


763-560-6060 


LisaNelsonDesigns.com 


Visitus at 
Booth R091 


US UNITY FLAG 


Representing and celebrating the ever changing 
diverse population of our country, which was 
founded on the principals of Equality & Freedom. 


Visit our Booth B028 at Twin Cities Pride 
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booth O119 _ allareweléomehere.us 


57. UNITED 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
OF THETWIN CITIES 


PREACH A SERMON. SPARK A MOVEMENT. CHANGE THE WORLD. 
Whatever your calling, United will prepare you to become 
the dynamic leader the world needs now. 


Stop by our Booth P070 at Pride to learn more. 


Erin's Law 
My Body Is Private! 


facebook.com/ErinslawMN 
Stop by booth Y118 at the Pride Festival. 


No matter what. 


BOP 


BISEXUAL ORGANIZING PROJECT'S 
mission is to build, serve and advocate for an empowered 
bisexual, pansexual, fluid, queer, and unlabeled (bi+) 
community to promote social justice 


Find us at www.biorgproj.org 
or on Meetup, Twitter, and Facebook! 


Visit us at Booth BO22, BO24 & BO26 


Visit us at Booth GO27 
www.madebyedesign.com 
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Visit our balloon photo booth, 
located near the zip line entrance 
at PRIDE. 


© 


@anagramballoons 
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TWIN CITIES PBS 


VISIT US AT PRIDE! 
ВООТН КО51 


Celebrate LGBTQ Films 
This Fall: Oct 18-28th! 


Visit our Booth Ү003 at 
Twin Cities Pride Festival 


TWIN CITIES  rWINCITIESFILMFEST.ORG 


FILM FEST 


Paws First Rescue [Be Шы Solution : 


ROOT 75 


VISIT OUR BOOTH 0094 Spay, Neuter, Abot 


facebook.com/pawsfirstrescue 


www.reddogcreationslle.com Visit us at Booth R085 
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www.dowoodson.com 


Specializing in 
Building Custom 
Adirondack Chairs. 


We look forward to seeing 
you at Pride Booth Y105 


do WÎ COD son 


www.dowoodson.com 


LOS ANGELES MIAMI CHICAGO | 
WESTHOLLYWOOD SANMATEO | 
MINNEAPOLIS 
BROOKLYN HOUSTON 


Learn About 
Mommy-Making Options at 
path2parenthood.org 


Visit our booth at Twin Cities Pride. 


the Childbirth Collective 


Visit us at 
Booth GO17 


www.childbirthcollective.org 


PRIDE 


TWIN CITIES 


Private Mortgage Banking 
| HOME 
| MORTGAGE 
Unparalleled knowledge and service 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


Contact me today! For your real estate needs, contact: 


Miguel A. Mendoza ; » Jennifer Bush, REALTOR®, MBA 1 
5 612-667-3000 | Keller Williams Realty 
miguel.a.mendoza@wellsfargo.com 612-655-5521 kw KELLERWILIAMS, REALTY 
EGRITY LA 


SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 
® LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


NMLSR ID 634362 jbushakw.com AV МЕНТЕ 
ENTER YOUR EMAIL 


Wells Fargo Home Mortgage isa division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. = 2 ADDRESS ALONG WITH 
©2015 Wells Fargo Bank, М.А. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801. А53413779 Expires 05/2018 YOUR NAME. 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
3 CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A 
|в CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND LINK. —, 


LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
WITH LINKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, 
LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE! 


LAVENDER LINK 
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Shadows offers CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL US AT 
; with the virus. MNNATURALMALE@GMAIL.COM 


1998995403 
0998995410 Winter nappy LET Call Now! Ask for JAY BONE! 
pride Month! Visit our website at 
E MRENHANCER.COM/PRIDE 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES 


JEWELERS 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ACUPUNCTURE 


à É 
Spirit Harmony Sports 
Acupuncture Clinic 


Emily Figueroa LAC. 


MASSAGE THERAPIST 


612-724-6770 


3500 IBth Ave S 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 


Licensed Certified Acupuncturist 
shenheacup@gmail.com 
By Appointment Only 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming • Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage • Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


CHIROPRACTORS 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 


Very best service for 
the very best price. 


www.goodstuffmoving.com 


MOVEMENT 


IMPROVING LIFE BY IMPROVING MOVEMENT 


Get lasting relief quickly with our unique blend 
of manual therapy and exercise. We meet you 
where you are and help you to where you 
want to go. 

Located in Balance Fitness - 2902 Garfield Ave., Mpls. 


612-234-8777 
WWW.TCMOVEMENT.COM 


INSURANCE 


GUN SHOPS 


«Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
«Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN • 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI - 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


construction inc. 


It's that easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN УУ 

~“ Remodeling 

~~ Insulation 

Home Energy Efficiency 


~ Roofing 

~v Siding 

-^ Windows 
C CALL US 


www.snapconstruction.com 612-333-SNAP (7627) 


An exceptional COMMUNITY 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 • Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


INSURANCE 


EAGLE SAGE ADVISORS 


Terri Whitesong 
507.645.5010 


EagleSageAdvisors.com 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto‘ Ноте · Life 


• Relocations to the 
Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 


Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


Emily Thelemann 


Custom Jeweler 
612.470.7776 | Custom. Redesign. Repair 


SHIMMERINGCARBON.COM f © 


REAL ESTATE 


Anita C. Hill 


651-707-6408 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 


kw KELLERWILLIAMS 
PREFERRED REALTY 


952-292-6623 


Show your PRIDE. 


In yourself, your 
community, and 
4 your home. 
Call me. 


cgollop@kw.com 
twincitieshomeschuckgollop.com 


Charles “Chuck” Gollop 


AR 


Lynn 
Rossom 


612•834• 2300 
lynnrossom@edinarealty.com 


612 827 5847 / \ 
christopherfriend@edinarealty.com = 


= 
www.christopherfriend.edinarealty.com & 


“жа 
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АМГ 
CHR 
us 9 
YS LABELS NEEDED EZ 


| sHoPsEXWORLD.COM 


SE WORLD 
LAN 


612-672-0556 


241 2ND AVE N | MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 


612-333-0599 


251 3RD AVE S | MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55415 


ж 


651-464-7529 


119 LAKE ST | FOREST LAKE, MN 55025 


507-252-1997 


220 FIRST AVE SW | ROCHESTER, MN 55902 


612-345-4676 


314 FIRST AVE N | MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 
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THE NETWORK 


TAX SERVICES 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


George Morris 


Income Tax Specialist 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


CLASSIFIEDS 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a 
coffee shop. Food & coffee created by 
a staff that cares! Meeting Space with a 
gender neutral restroom. 3800 37th Ave 
S, Minneapolis. 


gay-owned community 


ESTATE SALES 


RAINBOW GIRLS ESTATE SALES. We do 
it all from start to finish. Call Carley for 
a free estimate: (612) 414-6896 or email 
at: linebackergirl5é6{daol.com. 


PERSONALS 


Younger white male seeking younger 
black male, 18-30, for good times or 
friendship. Call David: (952) 657-2103 
between 5:00 - 10:00 PM. 


RENTALS — RESIDENTIAL 


Lakeside Garden Apartments, Cushing, 
MN - Enjoy nature, peace & quiet. Four 
newly constructed units available soon. 1 
BR, lower units $1,200, Upper units 
$1,700/month. Own Patio. Kitchens: 
Granite, Stainless Steel. No smoking. 
bcmanka(dgmail.com. 


SEAMSTRESS 


Custom Sewing and Patternmaking. 
Glamorous gowns, daytime and evening 
wear, and unmentionables. 30+ years’ 
experience. Creativity with your comfort 
їп mind. Contact studio749design(d 
gmail.com. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC 
in South Minneapolis (d (612) 306-6323. 


Appointments available Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays. Call or text for 
prices and scheduling. (612) 326-0518, 
Reverent Massage by Tony. 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
rofit organizations. To reserve your 
isting in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health and 
wellness of LGBTQ communities through 
research, education and advocacy. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living 
with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food 
Shelf and Supportive Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness. 
org 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including testing, 
care services, education around PrEP. 
2577 Territorial Road 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-2437 

Statewide: (800) 248-2437 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

ie 625-7472 


iv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 
Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old World 
Charm as the perfect backdrop for your 
wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & Court 
House 

Step back in time and enjoy a historically 
beaitful wedding at the Minneapolis City 


all. 
350 S. 5th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 
(612) 596-9518 


www.municipalbuildingcommission.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

сіпіс555.ог9 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
PI CC M —— Bá———À——— ————Á—Hráá—t 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. 
Confidential tests and treatment in a sofe, 
caring setting. 

525 лап Ave S., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 543-5555 

Reddoorclinic.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. Check out our 
online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part o 

your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located on 
the Green Line. Contemporary and early 
American modernism art. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the student-run radio station of 
the University of Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children’s Theatre Company 

Children’s Theatre Company creates 

theatre that educates, challenges and 

inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 

Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

le 874-0400 
ttp://www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Located in downtown Anoka, offering a 
full season of live theatre and intimate 
music events. 

420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 712-3206 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and ЄЧ. 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
620 М. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Theatre for your heart, mind and soul on 
two stages, next to dining and jazz. 
Historic Hamm Building 

20 W. 7th Pl. / 408 St. Peter St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
Ап award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tegmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area 
of public policy, anti-violence, education, 
training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact us 


today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


First Unitarian Society of 
Minneapolis 

A tradition of forward-thinking humanism at 
home in the here and now. 

900 Mt. Curve 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 377-6608 


www.firstunitarian.org 


First Christian Church 

Come explore, be curious, and ask 
questions... a place where ALL are truly 
welcome. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 


you are on your faith journey, St Mark’s 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Churc 

A thoughtful, gracious faith community 
welcomin dll people. Sunday Worship 
10am. Child Care, Sunday School. 
797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 

www.hohchurch.org 

United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

Wwww.mnrcumc.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The “Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that is 
innovative, entertaining and fun. 

1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 

www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Bayfield and Madeline Island, 
Wisconsin 

Explore Wisconsin's north coast via 
beautiful Bayfield and Madeline Island, 
largest of the Apostle Islands. 

(715) 779-3335, 

(715) 747-2801 

www.bayfield.org, 
www.madelineisland.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and 
B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


zoo 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features dail 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and һе 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUE 


e By, Ellen Krug 


Pride 


AUI f: 


Random Thoughts 


In this Pride month 2017, I have some random thoughts, queer and 
otherwise. 

First, after recently moving into a new condominium in downtown 
Minneapolis, I attended my first condo association meeting only to de- 
lightfully find that many of my fellow unit owners are extremely cute 
men married to other cute men. There are also two adorable late twen- 
tysomething guys a couple floors below me whom I often see sharing 
а jacuzzi-sized puffy-pillowed love seat that's centrally located on their 
tenth floor patio. “Ellen,” one of them yelled the other day, “we’d love to 
get to know you." 

While I look forward to becoming acquainted with my new neigh- 
bors, I'm also reminded of how far we've come as humans who want 
to love and be loved. The anti-marriage amendment battle is a distant 
memory; was it really just five years ago? 

Think about that. 

Separately, my oldest daughter recently came out. Well, sort of. 

Those who've read my memoir know that I use “Emily” as this daugh- 
ter's pseudonym, in part to protect her and in part because it took her 
several years to overcome her shame and hurt over my gender transi- 
tioning. Still, even after our reconciliation, “Emily” was very reluctant to 
acknowledge publicly that she was my daughter (for example, she never 
shared with her best friend that I was transgender). That was fine with 
me; simply having my daughter back was all that mattered. 

I had thought that’s where things would stay: “Emily” fully in my Ше, 
but still in the closet relative to letting anyone know that she had a trans- 
gender parent. 

"Emily" has turned out to be a writer like me (although unlike her 
parent, she's far more naturally talented). She recently began writing 
under her true name for Book Riot, an online book review site. One of 
her first pieces, titled “When Your Parent Writes a Memoir,” details 
how she's an unwitting subject in my memoir. After acknowledging that 
she's my daughter (“But, hell, cat's out of the bag now...Hi, I’m Em- 
Пу”), she writes: 

So, what is it like knowing that there are strangers across the U.S. who 
are now privy to your familys secrets? Well, to be fair, they're not really 
secrets anymore. And, frankly, it shouldn't have to be a secret. There's no 
shame in being your true self. As a writer, I understand the desire to tell 
your story — especially if your narrative is one that a majority of society 
still don't quite understand. In a world of Bathroom Bills and bullying, I 
think it's important that these stories and individuals are given an outlet. 
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My daughter’s name is Kate. 

Thank you for showing up, Kato, fearless and honest. You rock! 

Moving on, whenever I speak about what it means to be transgender 
(I have a “Trans 101” presentation), I ask for a show of hands from audi- 
ence members who know a trans person. Five years ago, at best, 20 per- 
cent of people in the audience raised their hands. Since then, more and 
more hands are being raised: 40, 50, sometimes even 70 percent of the 
total number of people in the room. Recently, as I presented to a group 
of 30 or so lawyers, everyone (100 percent!) raised their hands to reflect 
that they know someone who’s transgender. 

Are the higher numbers because Caitlyn Jenner’s convinced a bunch 
of cisgender (non-transgender) dudes that wearing a Catalina bathing 
suit is cool? 

I strongly doubt it. 

What Caitlyn’s done (along with Laverne Cox, Chaz Bono, and thou- 
sands of other trans role models) is show that it’s possible to live authen- 
tically as one’s true self, despite a society that doesn’t fully “get it.” This 
isn’t any different from how gay and lesbian folks started appearing in 
greater numbers after Stonewall in 1969. Heck, depending on where you 
live in the U.S., coming out as a G or L today is relatively no big deal. In 
some instances, it might evoke the response, “Congratulations! Now, can 
you please pass the salt?” 

Someday coming out as trans will produce the same reaction. I won’t 
be around for that day, but so what? 

Finally, it was two years ago while watching the Pride Parade in down- 
town Minneapolis that I took my last drink. I’d like to say that I can re- 
member what kind of alcohol it was, but I can’t. Hence part of the reason 
why I’ve been sober ever since. 

It’s not been easy and, for sure, I still yearn for a nice big glass of 
chardonnay on Sunday afternoons. Still, knowing that I’m not alone — 
we on the GLBT alphabet are particularly prone to substance abuse is- 
sues — makes it a bit easier. What’s more, I’m accountable to many so- 
ber queer people. For those folks who have my back, I am very thankful. 

Happy Pride 2017 everyone! в 


Ellen [Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, 
Honesty and Gender Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity and 
inclusion topics; visit www.humaninspirationworks.com where you can also 
sign up for her newsletter. She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(a 
gmail.com. 


